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INTRODUCTION 



JPious and amiable characters ap- 
pearing on the stage of human life may be 
compared to those verdant spots Mrhich 
' occasionally occur in the trackless extent 
. of a sandy desert. They afford the travel- 
I ler a most welcome resting-place, in which 
he may take refreshment and find relief; 
^ and, from which, having recruited his^ 
strength and spirits, he may proceed with 
the greater ease on his dreary journey, 
and be the better ensibled to accomplish 
the object which he has in contemplation. 
Were the deserts, which are found in the 
torrid regions of the earth, destitute of 
these refreshing verdures, it would be ex- 
tremely difficult, if not impossible, to tra- 
verse more than some small angle of them ; 
and even over inconsiderable tracts the 
wanderer might do irreparable injury to 
his health, ainJ abridge the term in which 
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U INTRODUCTION. 

he might otherwise have enjoyed the com- 
forts of his earthly existence. 

In the .same manner, the journey of life 
is relieved and animated by a view of those 
excellent and exemplary persons, who have 
been seen in greater or fewer numbers, in 
all ages, passing across the wilderness of 
this world. We rejoite in knowing that 
there are, or have been, characters of this 
description amongst the race of man ; and 
though we may not have been so fortunate 
as to enjoy the acquaintance of any of 
these, yet the very assurance of their hav- 
ing- existed is calculated to cheer and re- 
fresh us, to exalt our opinion of the species 
to which we belong, and to lead us to bless 
the King of heaven for exhibiting, in the 
course of his providence, such examples 
to the worl'd. 

Amongst the number of those who have 

thus shone as lights to mankind, we may^ 

^ *"" '■" " greatest justice, point out the per- 

irt of whqse devotional exercises 

with all deference and respect, 

i to the public. To verify this 
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INTRODUCTIOK. HI 

assumptioDy the editor will state such 
particulars of the life and character of his 
author as he is persuadied are competent 
to the purpose. 

Engaged in extensive commercial con- 
cerns with Russia, Spain, and the United 
States of America, and exporting to these - 
quarters of the globe the manufactures of 
Sheffield and Birmingham, he was at tlie 
same time intent upon making and second- 
ing improvements in the latter town and itd 
vicinity, where he then resided. Amongst 
these improvements may be enumerated 
the erection of a general hospital, the in- 
stitution of a public library, the reparation 
of the adjacent roads, and an increase of 
accommodation and ease for foot-passen- 
gers, more especially along the streets of 
the town. It is obvious that a gentleman 
may render himself a very valuable and 
useful member of society, by setting on 
foot and encouraging works of these 
descriptions* 

Humanity and compassion must have 
taken strong possession of the mind ttiat 
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IV INTROMJCTION. 

is prompted to concert measures for the 
benefit of the lowest orders of the commu- 
nity. In return for such exertions, no 
pecuniary advantage is to be expected. 
Tliepoor have nothing with which to repays 
their bt St benefactors, for the most part, 
but declarations of th,eir gratitude; and of 
these they are often very sparing?. It should 
be considered too, that it wouhJ be fruit- 
less and unavailing to take an active part 
in the accomplishment of plans for the ad- 
vantag3 of the indigent, unless their friend 
is willing to assist with his purse as well as 
with his countenance and advice. Nor h 
it thought too much to be expected that an 
associate founder of an hospital or infirmary 
should both contribute handsomely to its 
original establishment, and have his name 
enrolled as one of its permanent supporters. 
Our benevolent author did both. 

Ithas been justly remarked that antece. 
dently to the promulgation of the christian 
dispensation, hospitals, such as we now 
have in almost every great town, were no 
' where to be seen. This happy change 
must be allowed to reflect great honour 
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upon the benign and compassionate spirit 
of our holy religion ; and those whose ac- 
tive exertions have been most instrumental 
in the erection of such beneficial establish* 
ments are worthy to be ranked amongst 
the enlightened friends of mercy and 
mankind* 

It enhances the excellence of any charac- 
ter when efforts, made to promote the com- 
fort and happiness of the poor, are accom« 
panied with a readiness to further the in- 
terests of erudition and learning. Without 
pretending to more than moderate attain- 
ments in literature, Mr. Russel was anxious 
to afford to others the means of acquiring 
the most exalted. He wished to see the 
fruits of the finest geniuses that ever did 
honour to human nature put into the hands 
of his townsipen, and took a pleasure in 
the prospect of affording those, whose time 
and talents enabled them to avail themselves 
of it, an opportunity of making the highest 
advances in science and learning. In pursu- 
ance of this, he took such methods as led 
to the formation of a public library upon a 
comprehensive and liberal plan ; and, by the 
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united aid of his advice, inflnence^ and 
subscriptioDy succeeded in bringing to ma- 
turity the project he had set his mind upon. 
The town of Birmingham has cause, there- 
fore, to enroll him not only among her hu- 
mane and generous citizens, but to assign 
him a distinguished niche, as a friend and 
coadjutor, in the temple of the muses. 

The same disposition which prompts 
men to assist their fellow-creatures in 
affairs of importance leads them to the 
adoption of schemes by which comforts 
and conveniencies of less moment may be 
attained. Travelling from one part of the 
country to another is, in many cases, of such 
absolutenecessity, and in others, 'contribnte« 
so much to the health and promotion of social 
intercourse^ that whatever tends to render 
it expensive, unpleasant, or dangerous, be* 
yond what is unavoidable, must be con- 
sidered as an evil which should be miti- 
gated as much as possible, if not wholly 
removed. The gentleman of whom we are 
speaking, perceiving to what extent the evil 

prevailed in his own town and neighbour- 
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hood, applied himself with the utmost dili- 
gence to have the public roads repaired and 
improved. Having pointed out the means 
of doing this in the most convincing manner * 
to his friends, be prevailed upon them to 
combine their efforts with his ; and, in a 
few years, the change produced in this res- 
pect was noticed with admiration by all 
who knew in what state the most fre- 
quented ways were before ; and the ac- 
commodation which passengers of all 
descriptions experierfced was joyfully 
acknowledged. 

If, in regard to the noble exertion made 
to erect an hospital, Mr. R. might, in the 
language used by the illustrious Arabian 
Patriarch, say, " I was a father to the 
•* poor, the blesning of him that was ready 
*' to perish came up^n me, and I caused 
" the widows heart to sing for joy ;'' so, in 
reference to the literary institution which 
be patronized, he might be said to bo 
** eyes to the blind ;" and, inasmuch as he 
contributed to the facility of travelling, ho 
niight adopt the other expression, " I wm 
** k^t to the lame/' 
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Had Mr. R. confined his efforts to th^ 
instances which have been mentioned, he 
m^ould have deservedly stood very high in 
the esteem of all good men^ and possessed 
a powerful claim to their veneration and 
gratitude. But he disdained the idea of ' 
being circumscribed in his views and uo^ 
dertakings. He was not content vi^ith 
.filling a narrow sphere of beneficence, and 
limiting himself to local and temporary 
endeavours, he stood forward at all proper 
opportunities as the strenuous and un*- 
daunted advocate of civil and religious 
liberty. Upon great public questions of a 
political or moral nature, he was seen 
amongst, his fellow-townsmen espousing, 
and maintaining the cause of universal 
and impartial justice. He admired the con>- 
stitution, and rejoiced in the establishment 
of the House of Brunswick upon the throne 
of this realm ; but he uniformly lifted up hri 
voice against any attempt to undermine the 
liberties, abridge the privileges, or add un* 
necessarily to the burdens of his country! 
No man could contend with more spirit and 
manly eloquence than he did for the rejjeal 
of the test and corporation acts* He viewed 
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them as imposing cruel and needless restraints 
upon a large body of men who were steadily 
and upon principle attached to the best in- 
terests of the state. Well-knowing that 
those who could not approve the ecclesiasti- 
cal establishment had consented to involve 
themselves in disabilities and privations, from 
the noble and generous motive of securing, 
in the most effectual manner, the interests 
of the Protestant faith^ he was grieved to 
witness the continuance of statutes injurious 
to the political rights of his countrymen^ 
when the danger they were designed to ob- 
viate no lonsjer existed. Justice, policy, and 
common gratitude seemed to him to call aloud 
for their immediate abrogation. 

He manfully remonstrated against that 
proclivity too often displayed by the ministers 
of the crown to. involve the country in ex- 
pensive and unnecessary wars. Offensive 
hostilities, which had in view no better objects 
than extension of territory or aggrandisement 
of power, he utterly abhorred. But if thdy 
appeared to be entered into to crush the 
rising liberties of a people that had been the 
abject slaves of arbitrary authority, and who 
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vrere anxious to assert the rights that be- 
longed to them as. men and christians^ his 
soul revolted against them with unmixed 
detestation. 

The measures adopted to compel the 
transatlantic provinces to contribute to the ex- 
igencies of the parent state he disapproved 
altogether ; not indeed deeming it unreason- 
able that as appendages to this country [and 
partakers of advantages from their alliance 
with it they should bear a proportionable share 
of its burdens^ but condemning it as arbitrary 
and unjust to dictate to them the peculiar 
manner in which they shoujd raise the im- 
posts which they did not refuse to pay. The 
abolition of that inhuman traffick in the per- 
sons of our feUow-men^ commonly called the 
alave trade^ he looked upon as one of the 
grossest outrages against humanity that was 
ever committed^ and diametrically opposed 
to every principle of justice and mercy* In 
the great question which has been usually 
fftyled Catholic Emancipation^ his voice was 
for liberty of conscience, and the unshackled 
use of private judgment. Nothing more was, 
in his opinion, wanting to secure the civil and 
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political rights' of all the members of the com* 
munity ; and that being done^ he thought that 
no person ought to be exposed to the danger 
of incurring the smallest loss^ inconvenience, 
or disgrace, directly or indirectly, by any^ 
thing done or left undone on account of his 
religious sentiments. 

He considered government as an ordinance 
of God, to promote the interests of the peo- ' 
pie at large without partiality or prejudice. 
Princes he regarded in no other light than 
that of the fathers of those over whom they 
reign ; and any attempt to aggrandize them- 
selves at the expense of their people, he 
thought utterly irreconcileable with their 
duty, and the original design of their ap- 
pointment. Equally adverse was he to 
anarchy and insubordination as to despotism 
and oppression. The relation between 
governors and governed, he considered as 
imposing mutual duties ; and the violation 
of these on either side he treated as subver* 
siveof the best interests of mankind, and ut^ 
terly repugnant to every principle of equity 
and justice. 
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The disunion of the legislatife frain the 
executive branch of the constitution lie classed 
amongst the firmest bulwarks of liberty ; and 
the investiture of the power of repealing 
ancient statutes and enacting new ones in 
the hands of three parties, that were designed 
to act as checks and 'balances one upon 
another^ he ranked amongst those salutary 
expedients which reflect the highest honour 
upon human sagacity and wisdom. 

That the leading inhabitants of the town 
of Birmingham were sensible of his great 
worth, and the weight which his unsullied I 
character and liberalmindedness gave him^ 
was evinced by their very frequently inviting 
him to preside at tlieir public meetings, and 
respectfully listening to the powerful strains 
of argument and eloquence with which he 
maintained the side that he had upon due 
deliberation espoused^ 

In his private as well as public capacity^ 
he showed himself to be the zealous patron 
not only of liberty and learning, but of the 
rights of humanity in general. Soon after 
that able philosopher and divine Dr. Priestley 
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took up his residence near him, having 
been appointedT one of the ministers of a 
numerous and respectable body of chris- 
tians in Birmingham, an intimate acquain- 
tance took place between them. They 
perceived in each other a congeniality of 
disposition, and the acquaintance which 
originated ' in mutual admiration quickly 
ripened into the most friendly attachment. 

The learned Doctor's own words may 
be very properly cited here, " On my re- 
moval to Birmingham/' he says, in his me- 
moirs published 1806, '* commenced my 
** intimacy with Mr. Russell, whose public 
spirit and zeal in every good cause can 
hardly be exceeded. My obligations to 
** him were various and constant, so as not 
** to be estimated by sums of money. At 
'^ his proposal, I doubt not, some of the 
" heads of the congregation made me a 
present of two hundred pounds^ to assist 
me in my theological publications.'* Four 
pages after this, (viz.) in page 98, he says, 
** I have been minister here between seven 
*^ and eight years without any interruption 
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'^ in my happiness^ und for Chis^ I aiA sens!* 
*^ ble, that I am in a great measure indebted 
* to the friendship of Mr, Russell.'' 

Very handsome and grateful mention is 
Snade in a monthly publication of consider- 
able celebrity, by a Mr. Luckcock of Bir- 
miogbam, of the generous assistance which 
pur author afforded him when his affairs 
were in a state of embarrassment, and of 
the happy effiscts whic^ it produced. A 
i^ery near relative, in a letter to myself of 
a recent date^ s«ys, ** I couJkl give many 
'^ instances of Mr. Rqssell's gceat genero- 
** sity and kindness to the unfortunate and 
distressed. In this respect^ I never knew 
any man surpass him ; but delicacy to- 
wards those he had served^ would prevent 
^^ the mention ctf these anecdodes in a pub* 

'^ licatton.^' 

« « 

For a long series of years, his life was 

.passed in a calm and placid tenor of busi- 
ness and benificence. He flourished with 
his family around him like the thornless 
rose, not only inoffensive and harmless^ 
but diffusing in every direction the sweet 
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fragrance of his good actions, and attract- 
ing the admiration and love of all, especi- 
ally of those who knew him best. Thus 
situated, he appeared to have good reason 
to say, with the celebrated Patriarch to 
whom we have before compared him, " I 
^* shall die in my nest, and I shall multiply 
** my days as the sand." But alas ! though 
the latter part of this prospect was verified, 
yet the other was prevented by a change, or 
rather a succession of changes in his situa- 
tion which neither himself or his friends 
ever anticipated. He was driven from his 
homCy to which he never more returned. 

That memorable revolution which took 
place in France in the year 1789 roused 
the apprehensions of the established govern- 
ments throughout Europe. They imagined 
that the ancient relations of civil amity and 
peace were about to be broken to pieces, 
and the ties of social order torn asunder. 
Hence those who viewed the events that 
took place in a different light, considering 
them as the natural effects of oppressed li- 
berty struggling for its restoriitioni and 
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leading on to an sera of diffiisive and en- 
lightened freedom, were looked upon ivith 
ail eye of jealousy — were first suspected to 
be the enemies of legitimate authority — and 
then thought to be objects worthy to be 
disarmed of the power they were supposed 
to possess of being injurious. To causes 
of this kind Mr. Russell owed the sad in- 
terruption of his peace and usefulness, 
which commenced in the year 1791. 

Dr. Priestley experienced the first shock, 
and Mr. R. his steady and faithful friend, 
shared in the effects of the concussion. 
The unhappy riots which were kindled in 
the town of Birmingham, directed their 
fury first against the Philosopher, and in 
consequence of that, against the Philan- 
thropist. The houses of both were beset, 
mercilessly ravaged, and, with their valua- 
ble contents, consigned to the flames. The 
Doctor lost the whole of his costly and 
admirable philosophical apparatus, t<)ge« 
ther with a number of MSS. of incalcula^ 
ble worth in a literary point of view. 

It was not, however, without a most 
moble and heroic struggle, that Mr. R. 
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guffin^d the rioters .to ac(;oinplish their d^ 
&rious purpose. He appeared personaUy 
before theai, warmly expostulated wittl 
them on the criminality and madness of 
their proceedings, and preserved his bouse 
during three days; at the expiration of 
which he desisted from the conflict, only? 
because his family stood in need of his 
care and protection; Indeed such was his 
courage, spirit^ and presence of mind, that 
those who witnessed these disgraceful trans- 
actions,, scrupled not to give it as their de-. 
cided opinion, that if he had been sup* 
ported by his brother magistrates as he 
ought to have been^ and had obtained that 
assistance from them which he earnestly 
solicited, he would not only have escaped^ 
himself, but all the mischief that ensued 
Blight have been prevented,. 

When we related several particular in- 
stances of Mr. R.'s zeal and promptitude 
to be useful in his neighbourhood, we 
might very properly have noticed the active 
discharge of (he office of a county magis- 
trate, he having been many years a justice 
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of the peaee for the cQUDty of Worcester, 
in which his house at Showel Green, near 
Birmingham^ was situated ; but the mention 
of it in this connection serves to illustrate 
another trait of his generous and benevolent 
nature^ displaying a degree of fortitude, 
firmness, and undaunted resolution the 
most praiseworthy and admirable. 

Here was a striking instance of a g'ood 
man suffering not only in contempt of his 
goodness and excellence, but absolutely in 
consequence of it. He espoused a cause 
the most friendly to the best interests of 
mankind, and patronized a gentleman who 
was as upright and zealous an advocate for 
that cause as himself; but, on these accounts, 
he was stigmatized as an enemy to the rights 
of mankind and the welfare of his country ; 
and the storm which seemed designed to 
overwhelm his friend, involved him in its 
rage, and exposed him to a cruel and la^ 
mentable interruption of bis peace, his 
business, and his usefulness. Thinking it 
not safe to continue in the vicinity of Bir- 
mingham, or disgusted wilh the brutal 
treatment he met with, he repaired with 
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his family to London ; whence, after a short 
stay, during which he waited upon the 
Prime Minister, and received from him an 
assurance of his desire, that the Kufierers 
should be indemnified, he directed his stepg 
to the neighb ourhood of Gloucester. 

He now, however, felt himself in great 
measure out of his element. The ferment 
which arose to so fearful an excess in Bir- 
mingham, affected, in different degrees^ the 
whole nation, and rendered our Philanthro- 
pist unable to exert himself to any consi- 
derable advantage in those ways which 
were most congenial to his active and bene- 
ficent disposition. He accordingly turned 
his attention to those distant regions whither 
his much injured friend had been obliged 
to fly ; and having some important mercan- 
tile concerns unsettled in America, he re- 
solved to migrate thither and leave a country 
which had made him so ungratefnl a return 
for his bes t services, and had requited him 
evil for the good he had done. Tn <pnrsu* 
auce of this resolution, he embarked with 
his family August 1794> (being then in his 
54th year), for the State of Maryland ; but 
at this place he did not arrive till the autumn 
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of the following year, bein^ unhappily taken 
prisoner soon after leaving Falmouth by a 
French Squadron, and carried into Brest 

Often has he been heard to relate the 
very uncomfortable situatioa in which he 
was then placed — how little distioction 
was made between him and the lowest of 
the persons who were captured M'ith him, 
and the extreme difficulty he had, notwith- 
standing the immediate intercession of the 
^American minister in his behalf, to be per- 
mitted to proceed on his voyage. Almost 
indescribable are the hardships and morti- 
fications which he sustained during, a de* 
tantion of nearly thirteen mouths. In ad* 
dition to this, be used to lament the failure 
%i a negotiation into which he, with some of 
bis friends, had entered into for the purchase 
of a considerable tract of land in America, 
Resigned to afford an asylum for all persons 
whose civil or religious sentiments were 
discountenanced and persecuted by the 
government at home.. 

' • • 

When he was fixed on the Western Con- 
tinent he resumed, as far as he was abl^ 
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liis strenuous endeavours to be serviceable 
to his fellow- creatures.; and, in the course 
of the five years he spent there, he vi^as 
honourably noticed by some of the most 
distinguished characters, especially by the 
illustrious founder of American indepen* 
dence. With General Washington, Mr. 
Jefferson the President, Dr. Priestley, and 
other most respectable persons, he formed 
or renewed an acquaintance, and corre- 
sponded with them in a free and friendly 
manner. 4 

In compensation for a considerable debt 
owing to him by an American gentleman; 
be had an estate assigned him in the Pro- 
vince of JNormandy, in France. This it 
was natural for him to wish to visit,' and 
his family being anxious to exchange their 
present reiddence for the shores of their 
native country, the storm of political per* 
secution having in agreat measure subsided, 
he consented to return with them upon the 
condition of himself and his son lading on 
the French coast, and spending a few months 
there in examining the property of which 
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he was become the possessor. — ^But ber« 
disappointment thwarted his views agaio. 
When he wished to join that part of his 
famiry which had returned to England, and 
which had been increased since he left 
home by the marriage of his eldest dao^t^ 
with a respectable EngKsh gentleman, the 
proscription iss^ied against his countryaiea 
in 1802, prevented bis proceedings which 
was the more extraordinary from his being 
beyond the age of those persons to whom 
the proscription was avowedly designed to 
attach. He could obtain no other favour 
tban le^ve to retire to his e^tftte m the 
peighbourhood of Ardennes, in Normandy, 
where he continued to reside during the 
remainder of the war, or between twelve 
tod thirteen years^ 

In this place his characteristic benevo-^ 
lence had ample scope for its exertion, 
and it shone out with peculiar lustre. The 
lower orders of the people around him 
were reduced to very abject poverty by the 
revolutionary war, and the greatest distress 
prevailed amongst thenu The Catholic 
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IPriesrts, whose general attention to the poor 
membera of their flocks, redounds greatly 
to their credit, frequently Waited Upon him 
"with applications for relief of the afflicted 
and distret^sed. To these applications he 
always lent a patient ear, displaying the 
most generous sympathy, and cheerfully 
affording relief to the utmost that his ability, 
under the direction of prudence, would 
admit. " At this time," says one of his 
relatives, " his bounty was regular and 
** Tcry extensive, and continued so after 
** he left the country." The' appellation 
given him by those who were the objects 
of his compassion and beneficence^ speaks 
more eflTectually to his honour than the 
most laboured panegyric,— he was called, 
" Le pere des pauvres,* or, " The father 
" of the poor." 

It ought to be recorded at the same time, 
that in the various interviews which he had 
with the Cathqlic clergy^ he never c<ingeaied 
or dissembled his religious sentiments. " I 
^* am not ashamed," he would, freely tell 
&em, " of my religious creed : X am upon 
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" conviction a decided Protestant, but T 
^* love all mankind, and especially all up- 
'* right and good persons; and I see no 
^' reason why diversity of opinion should 
'* alienate one man from another.** 

Upon his return from France in the year 
1814, he resided some time at Upton-on- 
Severn, in the County of Worcester, and 
some time at Henley, a neighbouring vil- 
lage, gratifying a very natural and amiable 
desire to spend his last days in the bosom 
of his family. Difficulty of hearing, which 
he had long been troubled with, had now 
grown to such an ^extreme that conversa* 
tion could be carried on only by writing or 
signs:— it was, however, surprising with 
what quickness he could frequently catch 
the meaning of a speaker, by watching the 
motion of his lips, particularly when a 
word or two were sufficient to convey the 
answer or information required. 

Having been always alive to the in- 
terests of religion, he now devoted his at- 
tention to it with increased ardour. He 
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employed himself in selecting prayers and 
hymns from the most approved writers \-^ 
altered many of the former to suit his own 
kl«as of devotional composition 90 much as 
to make them almost his own, and occa« 
sionatly added whole passages from the 
stores of his own mind. Family prayer 
was regularly practised twice a day, and 
the private exercises of devotion occupied 
considerable portions of every returning 
morning and evening. 

Anxious to leave behind him what might 
be most serviceable to his survivors, and 
promote the interests of true piety, he con* 
suited several of his frieods as to the ex- 
pediency of printing some of his prayers^ 
and affording the public an opportunity of 
reaping the fruit of his labours without trou« 
Ue, and at a moderate expense. Amongst 
the persons whom he deemed competent to 
give him advice upon this point, he did the 
££tor the honour of numberii^ him ; and^ 
at various intervals, longer or shorter, 
for nearly three years, the subject was 
freely and fully discussed. Could he have 
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been induced to adopt the advice of this 
last friend, he would have appeared before 
the public in his own person — presented 
his prayers to them with his own hand — 
and after having assigned his reasons for th us 
oiTeriag himself to their notice^ he would 
have given them a clear and faithful rela- 
tion of the principal acts and occurrences 
of his eventful, interesting, and useful life. 
But as modesty and diffidence are frequent 
accompaniments of great and exalted merit, 
so it was in his case. He seemed to shrink 
from the idea of publicity, and was much 
more anxious to be good than to appear 
so. Though reminded of the sacred injunc- 
tion to "'let his light shine before him/' 
and bowing with bumble revere^ice to the 
authority upon which it. was founded^ he 
yet deeply dreaded any thing like an im- 
putation of vanity and ostentation. From 
these opposing motives he became inde- 
cisive, and the persuasions of his relatives 
and friends were unable to overcome the 
irresolution which they occasioned. 

Since, however, it was manifest as well 
from his letters as his conversation upon 
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the subject, both at other tiroes and but a 
short space before his decease, that it wais 
the prevailing desire of his mind that his 
devotional exercises should be offered to 

m 

the public after his death, if not before, 
his will has been complied \vith, and now, 
as there is no danger of giving him pain by 
a fair exhibition of his virtues, and placing 
bis character in its true light* that reserve 
M'hich would have been most becoming, 
and indeed an act of justice to his feelings 
%vhen living, has been dispensed with as no 
longer required either by delicacy, pro- 
priety, or the purest respect apd esteem. 
The public are requested to receive him ia 
his works as a zealous friend of tlie best 
interests of mankind, —as one who is de- 
sirous of conciliating their regards with a 
simple view to confer upon them the most 
valuable favours in bis power. • 

Having only hinted before, particularly 
when speaking of his friend Dr. Priestley, 
and the congregation over which that gen- 
tleman presided, what religious sentiments 
Mr. Russell embraced, I shall now iuforip 
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my readers that be wrr, upon cof)viciioii» 
g;rounded on diligent and patient enquiry^ 
a firm believer in the personal as well as 
essential unity of the eternal God. ; and^ 
though sometime after he discarded the 
doctrine of a plurality of persons, he was 
much perplexed and very undecided as to 
the nature and office of Jesus Christ, yet 
the result of his reading and reflections 
upon these points was, his being convinced 
that Jesus was not only the Christ, but that 
the human was the nature, and the only 
nature, of which the Messiah partook. H U 
office be believed to be that of a mediator be- 
tween'God and men, that he was fully enti- 
tled to the name and character of a Saviour, 
a Redeemer, an Advocate, an Intercessor, 
inasmuch as his first and chief object was 
to preserve men from the influence of sinful 
tiabits, by holding out ample encourage- 
ment to reform and amend, assuring them 
that God was perfectly good, and disposed 
at all times to grant good things to them 
that ask him ; giving commission also tp 
his Apostles to go into all nations to pro^ 
«laim repaitance and remission of sins^ w. 
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in other words, that repentance was at once 
an indispensible condition, and a certain 
meansof obtaining forgiveness at the bands 
of God^ 

It has been frequently alleged that such a 
belief is not competent either to produce 
active lively devotion, persevering good- 
ness of conduct, or exemplary and com- 
posed firmness and resignation at the ap- 
proach of dissolution; but the life and 
character of our author annul and invalid* 
date all such allegations. Though an 
Unitarian Christian, in the strictest sense 
of the expression, he was yet eminently 
pious and devout^ indeiatigably intent 
upon doing good to mankind, and pro- 
moting the honour of God and the cause 
of true religion in the world. The unlooked- 
for changes of his life^ together with in- 
creasing age diminished indeed in some 
measure his practical activity, and made 
him morei anxious to court the shade of re*- 
tirement ; yet, to those who were well ac^ 
qiiainted with bim^. tliere was visibly coq^ 
epicuous the same sealous wii»h for tbi 
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saccess of true religion and rational liberty 
amongst all mankind. He sought out per- 
Mnsof real goodness in his neighboui4iood, 
embraced yfith pleasure an opportunity of 
being introduced to such as he thoug:ht 
merited that character, and was delighted 
with carrying on a free and friendly cor- 
respondence upon afl subjects relating to 
the highest concerns and noblest interests 
of mankind. He made a practice of pur- 
chasmg well-written religious tracts, anti 
giving them away for the benefit of indi- 
ttduais, congr^ationSy or Sunday schools ; 
to the latter of which he occasionally con- 
trrbuted handsomely, and rejoiced to hear 
x>f their being un<1er good management 
and flourishing. To applications made to 
him of an eleemosynary nature,, or with a 
Tiew to enable his Christian Brethren to 
carry on the worship of their Maker in 
spirit. and in truths he was always ready 
to attend ^ and seldom, if e^er^ dismissed 
a modest peiiiioner without some cm* 
viAcing proof of his iiberal and getteiMS 
dispMitioBu 
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-> The wrrter of this can bear ample testi* 
mooy, from fats own experieoee, to the Dokfe 
and truly CbriBtian temper of fais^friend. 
Almost the nrhoie interval between his re* 
tarn from abroad to Us deaths he bad com* 
tnonications wiitfa him by tetter or conver- 
aation the most frank aad unrestraiiied ; 
and, were it necessary to produce vouchers 
£rom hi» correspondence in attestation of 
^vhat is now said in his praise, nothing 
would be $0 easy. 

Not that it is to b^ understood from any 
thing here said that this amiable and worthy 
man was without faiKngs, or exempt from 
what might be called defects^ inconsistent 
with the general excellence of his cbarao- 
4er. The native activity of his mind some- 
times assumed an air of restlessness and im- 
patience. Hurt with the flagrant miscoQ<luct 
of those especially, whose aitnation in lila 
]>romised better thk^s, he soni^tiiaes spoke 
of them with a warmth of abhorrence bor» 
dering upon acrimoay^ a#Mi his mind ap» 
peared ta be im moderately discomposed 
at wknessiiig an infeiiior di%i)ee of ^eal ami 
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earnestness in the cause of tratb, ii^here 
more was reasonably to be expected, with- 
out making due allowance for that diversit j 
of constitution and temperament by which 
the most worthy characters are set*n to be 
distinguished. Opinions which he had 
taken up for want of a right udderstanding 
of the circumstances upon which they were 
founded, he betrayed somewhat too great 
reluctance to relinquish when his mistake 
was pointed out. His great infirmity of 
difficult hearing appeared occasionally to 
affect his spirits, and to impress him with 
a mortifying suspicion that his presence 
was of little value in company, though, 
generally speaking, he was pleasingly affa^ 
ble and agreeably cheerful. Though be 
-displayed considerable quickness in taking 
the meaning of a speaker, either by the 
gesture of his person or the peculiar motion 
of his lips, yet there were times, when, con- 
fiding too much to his discernment, he quite 
mistook the import of what was said ; and, 
when it was intimated that he was wrong; 
he would try again, and guess amiss a se* 
c<»id and perhaps a third or fourth titue^ 
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^ Inch seemed somewhat to ruffle tbeusudl 
serenity of his mind, and render him aiK 
easy and disturbed. 

That great humility and diffideoce 
which he possessed, and which were most 
honourable to him, were thought by hit 
best friends to lead him to extremes, itiso- 
mucfa that he was d w a atisfii ed with hhi 
companioss or correspondents, applying to 
]]im the epithets of worthy or excellent ; 
ami those who felt tlteir obligations to him 
to be considerable, as the Editor can truly 
affirm that he did, were forbidden to speak 
in merited terms of his beneTolence ; even 
to be denominated a. patron, though he 
was, in many cases, most justly entitled 
to the appellation, was nK>re than he 
thought himself deserving of. If these 
were weaknesses, they almost merit to be 
called amiable ones, as they arose from 
those traitfi of character which reflect the 
hi^iest honour upon any human being. 
The same observation may be made in 
reference to the great urbanity of his 
manners, which seemed sometimes almort 
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to degenerate into deremoniousness, and 
might be called ultra politeness. But this 
arose from the noble principle of prefer- 
ring otherH to himself, and deriving pleasure 
and satisfaction from making them com- 
fortable and happy. 

It may be {Mnoper to mention that this ex- 
cellent man was very fortunate in his private 
connections. The lady whom he married 
was of a very amiable disposition^ of. good 
family and fortune^ and he lived with her in 
the sweetest harmony of mutual affection. 
J}ut she was taken from him by^the will of an 
all-rulingi providence many years before bii 
death. His children he had the felicity to 
see respectably and comfortably settled in 
life^ and two of them survive to lament the 
loss of an affectionate and.benevelent parent^ 
and to imitate the admirable example which 
he set them. It is pleasing to add, that Mr. 
and Mrs. R. agreed exactly in their religious 
sentiments ; she^ as well as himself, being a 
well'Convinced worshipper of the one God, 
the Father of Jesus Christ and of all man- 
kind; and both of them understanding, in 
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their plain and obvious sense, the words which 
the Erangelist John assures us his honoured 
Master uttered in a solemn prayer to his 
Father, '' This is life eternal, that they 
^' might know Thee to be the only true 
^^ God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast 
'^ sent, t. e. * Jesus to be the Christ whom 
'* Thou hast sent/' — John xrii. 3* 

Not long before his death Mr. R. drew up 
an imperfect sketch of a preface to his prayers, 
in which he took pains to obviate an objection 
against the too great length of his invocations 
to the Almighty, and the enumeration of his 
attributes and perfections ; vindicating them 
from the charge of unnecessary enlargement 
and repetition ; alleging, to lise his own words, 
that ^^ the displays of 'the divine perfections 
are endless ; and it is natural to suppose, 
that every truly devout mind will.find edi- 
fication and pleasure in contemplating and 
expressing its sense of them/' As he 
was willing, however, to submit to the judg- 
ment of his friends in this as in most res* 
pects, be consented to an abridgment of the 
introductory sentences, and the reader will 
find them considerieibly curtailed:* 
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The Ifttler ptrt of the sketch is laost wor- 
tiby of attention^ at it breatlw» the finest 
spirit of cknrotioa and beiiev#leiicej aiid is 
well cakabted to make us see the g^enuine 
excellence of his pious and good mind* ' ' I 
beliieve/' he says^ ** that -as I am now 
leaviag the world, and know that the cur- 
tain witt soon drop betsveen ray view and 
all it contains, I cannot do my brethren 
'' of mankind a more* essential kindness tfaan 
*' offering my earnest and warmest recom<^ 
'^ mendation to strive seriously and dili- 
'^ gently after a spirit of piety and devotioAj 
'^ where it is not already attained ; and ta 
'^ maintain a constant attention to it where 
^' it may be akeady happily acquired. Att 
'^ may be assured that its possenion and im« 
^ provement wiH produce the purest enjoy* 
'^ ment of the present life, and be the best 
^ preparation for the future state, where 
^ their happiness will be increasing and im- 
proving through aU eternity. But the 
true spirit of devotion can never be attained 
'^ until we have acquired just ideas of our 
^' heavenly Father, and just conceptions of 
his adocaUe perfections — until we conceive 
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^ iof Ilim us tlie God and PaAh«r of us md 61? 
*' tdl bis t^reattires^^Who itjteiid» tWir wel- 
'^ fare B«d finflfl hapjpiness^ Who governs 
'^ them with lenity and kindaess^ lyeing 
•• *long-suffertng, werciftil, and graeioas ; 
^ hs he wiio has made himself icnown to us 
'^ by Jestfs Christ, who has taught us that 
**' we may tA till times have free iicoess to 
"^^ *Qod, and tihat %e is ever ready to receive 
*' and bless us as blscihfldren, when were- 
'^ vere and approach 'him with these dM|)osi- 
"^^ tionsHnd iiffections which a dutffal chifd 
'^ possesses towards a kind^ a -wise^ and in<- 
*^ diligent parent.** 

^ Thus/' to omtliuie tte good man's bu'- 
^gmige^ -'^ we miiy see 6od as our heavenly 
^' Father^ <aiid be led to see that we cannot 
"** more properly boaour him than by entirety 
^* truating in him, paying him an unlimited 
'^ obedience^ and expecting of him always 
'^ what is for our good. When we have 
^^ thus jearnt to think of Almighty God^ and 
** are "biecome haibttaally conversant witk 
•* strch ideas -of him, then we rfiall have ao- 
"^ quired the true spirit 'of de¥Mioa->>-4iie|i 
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'^ w91 it become a source of comfort and de« 
'' light It ii truly said of the wicked^ thst 
'^ God is not in all his thoagbts, but 
^' the truly pious man keeps the Lord 
V always before him. Let every one, there- 
'^ fore, who desires to etijoy the pleasures of 
^' devotion^ make the ideas of the Almig^hty 
'' familiar to his mind. This need not ex- 
clude any other thoughts^ either of busi- 
ness or of pleasure^ if they be but lawful 
and innocent. Let none, therefore, repel 
the ideas of God when they present them- 
'^ selves to their minds, but let all nourish, 
^^ encourage, and support them ; impress 
them deeply on their hearts, and they will 
lead to pleasure and satisfaction in every 
thing which relates to religion ; and par- 
ticularly in a growing acquaintance with 
*' the life, character, and example of Jesus 
Christ, our leader and our king,, and the 
great captain of our salvation/' 
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Except to those who refuse to give the 
appellation of Christian to such as cannot 
reconcile a belief of the divine nature of 
Jesus^ Christ, aud his perfect equality with 
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the Father, to the doctrine of o^ne God 
which is frequently and eiyphatically 
affirmed in the scriptures, Mr. R. must ap- 
pear to have been a true, sincere, zealous, 
practical disciple of the great Mediator 
between God and man. 'I lie whole tenors 
of his life,-and the language which he used,' 
both in conversation and writing, prove 
Irim to have been worthy of this character; » 
and the concluding scenes of his earthly 
existence, with an account of which I shall 
close this introduction to his devotional 
exercises, will evince at once the uniform 
consistency of his conduct, and show that 
an Unitarian Christian knows, as well as 
any of his brethren, both how to live and 
how to die. 

In the eady part of January, 1818, he 
was afflicted with a cold and. soi*e throat, « 
a;ad in a»few days afterwards, with an in«« 
flammation in his side. The best medical 
advice that was at hand was resorted to, 
and the means used for his restoration 
seemed td dacceed very well at first ; but 
the loss of blood, . together i;\'ith Uie rigid) 
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Bysfcnr ef abstinent to which it wa» 
thought right that he should be subjected, 
whilst it ovf rcame the complaint, left the 
constitution in too debilitated a state to 
admit of a recovery. On the 2 1st he was 
80 much better as to be able to read, and 
make observations upon what he read to 
his relatives. Om the 22nd the Physician 
encouraged a hope that he would be con* 
valescent in a, short time ; but the hope» 
though flattering, was delu^ve. He re- 
lapsed into a state of repeated and long** 
continued dozing, which had before ac* 
companied his disorder, and liis strength 
aaid vital ' powers gradually decayed. In 
the intervals of his dozing, his acti^ mind 
appeared to be cheerfully engaged in con- 
temptation, and the prospect of dissolution 
gave him not the least uneasiness or alarm. 
^' From the first apprehension of danger to 
'^ the last moment of his existence on earth, 
he seemed to be perfectly sensibfe ; and^ 
with extraordinary courage, (which never 
^^ forsook him for a moment)^ he desired to 
f ^ pass into a future and better state of e^ 
^ istenee.'^ I qfiote from the lettev pfbis 
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relation^ at whose house he died« a^d irho 
attended him to the last. 

The same excellent gentleman^ in a lettef 
Subsequent to Mr. R.'s decease^ speaking of 
his^ opinions, s^s>. *^ It is iiopossiUe to stote 
exactly at what time he became a Uuitaciao, 
in bi« religious creeds it was^ bowe^ern. 
Yery early in life ; and». like maay other en* 
quiving and liberal Christic^nSj, he first, 
adopted the Ariao opinion^ and firom for^. 
ther consideration oi the subject,, he be-^ 
came moit zealofusly and firmly persuaded,, 
that the divine unity was most camKin&nfc 
^' to reason and revelation: In conversatioUi 
when it led him to talk of the revolution 
in his religious sentiments from the As- 
^^ sembly's Catechism to the Unitarian opi- 
nion, he would most heartily thank God 
for those means which had produced this 
change of sentiment, to which he attri- 
buted the happiness and enjoyment of his 
^' life ; and it is impossible for me to express 
^' the joy and comfort, and, I may say, the 
'' exultation which he derived from it at' 
" the awful and trying hour of dissolutioa,'* 
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* His iearthly existence terminated in the 
evening of Monday, January 26th, 1818, 
y^hen he had entered into the third month 
of his 79th year. 

The Editor most fervently prays^ that all 

mankind may have the ivisdom to embrace 

wch sentiments of religion^ upon patient and 

deliberate enquiry, as may render their latter 

end similar to that of this most worthy and 

fevered person; of whom it may be truly said, 

that after having upon the whole lived the 

life^ he also assuredly died the death of the 
righteous. 



GLOUCESTER, 
Oct. 25, 1618. 



ADDRESSES, 

Sfc. 



FIRST ADDRESS. 

O MOST holy and eternal God, who art 
infinite and incomprehensible, possessed of 
every glorious attribute and divine perfec- 
tion! With all possible reverence and 
humility I would now bow down before 
Thee, taking thy sacred name upon my 
lips, and adoring Thee as the author of 
ray existence. Every part of the universe 
which Thou hast created bears testimony 
to the excellencies of thy nature, and 
loudly calls upon me and every rational 
creature to celebrate thy praise, and to 
give glory to Thee, the supreme majesty of 
heaven and earth ! O my God ! how mani- 
fold and various is thy goodness! how 
abundant ! how extensive ! — but above all, 
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how unspeakable are the obligations of me 
and all others of thy rational creatures, to 
whom Thou hast revealed thyself by Jesu.s 
Christ, thy well-bdoved Son, in the en- 
dearing character of a father, and given to 
mankind the strongest proofs of thy tender 
mercy and loving kindness ! 

I humbly beseech Thee, O Lord! to 
sanctify all thy mercies to me, and to en- 
able me to improve them with all possible 
seriousness and diligence. Under a deep 
sense of my remissness and disobedience 
in time past, I would now humble myself 
before thy throne, and earnestly implore 
thy forgiveness for every thing in my tem- 
perand conduct, that has been inconsistent 
with that constant vigilance and care, 
which are enjoined upon me in thy holy 
word, and enforced by the example of my 
Lord and Master, wliose precepts it is the 
earnest wish and desire of my soul uni*- 
formly and cheerfully to obey. 

Gracious God ! do Thou in mercy hear 
my prayer for the pardon of every trans- 
gression I have committed against thy 
commandments. — With the sincerest sor- 
row for every instance of folly, perwerse- 
ness, and negligence, of which I have 



been unhappily guilty^. I. do n^oat earqe^stly 
pray and beseech Thee^ O God, to forgive 
me. For the time to come, enable me taact 
a wiser and better part, assist me to keep 
my heart with all diligence, knowing that 
out of.it are the issues of life. May I watch 
carefully against the temptations that sur- 
round me, and guard especially against 
those sins that most easily beset me, 
striving continually to keep my conscience 
void of offence towards Thee, my God ! ancl 
towards my fellow-creatures. After the 
example of my Lort| and Saviour, may I 
study to do good to all^ by acts of kind- 
ness and generosity, of tenderness and 
compassion, considering mankind at large 
as my brethren, and thy children, as 
forming one great family, of which Thou 
art the common Father; and thus may I 
endeavour to fulfil the whole law of Christ. 
Grant, O my God ! that in imitation of 
my dear and honOttretf Master, I may be- 
come truly meek, humble, and lowly in 
heart, patient and resigned, submissive and 
silent under every affliction and trial ; — 
being at all times disposed to say, '* Not 
my will, but thine, O Lord! be done"! 
May I carry my views beyond the present 
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scene to the resurrection of Ihe just, and 
to that great day of retribution to the 
righteous, when all sorrow and suffering 
shall be done away, and all events shall 
be seen to be for the good of thy creatures, 
and to the glory of Thee, their Maker. 

May it please Thee, O Lord, to hear, 
accept, and bless me in the prayers and 
praises I have now addressed to 'Thee, the 
sovereign Ruler of the world ! the infinite 
and eternal Jehovah ! who art the one only 
everlasting and true God ! to Thee I would 
devoutly and reverently ascribe the king- 
dom, the power, and the glory, now and 
for ever. — Amen. 



SECOND ADDREISS. 

O ALMIGHTY and ever-living God ! with 
deep self-ahasemeut and Ten^r^tioB, I, thy 
weak and infiperfect creature, would ador^ 
Thee, whose name a^oue is Jehovah, and 
who art the creator, preserver, and gov- 
ernor of all things. The earth, with ail 
the numerous worlds and systems that sur- 
round it, is the production of thy infinite 
power, wisdojn» and goodness. Thou 
didst but apeak, and thy purpose was. ef- 
fected. — ^Thoji didst but commaad» md all 
things rose iotib existence, — and oiagni^ed 
be thy holy lytme ! Thou did^t create the 



l^undless universe iroin motives of the 
purest ben^^lence, and in order to com- 
municate happiness to all who are capable 
of receiving it from thy infinite fulness. 

Rejoicing in Ithy unbounded and ever- 
lasting goodness, I would now render unto 
Thee the glory due to thy sacred majesty. 
I thank Thee^ righteous Father ! that thy 
eternal power aqd perfection are so illus- 
triously manifested in every part of thy 
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works ; and, that in the open volume of 
nature, we can diiscem snch clear and 
legible characters of the transcc^ndant ex- 
cellencies and glories which exalt Thee to 
an inlGuiite superiority abore every thing 
that exists. 

I praise Thee for raising up, in past ages, 
prophets and good persons to teach man- 
kind the knowledge of religion and virtue, 
and to persuade them to the practice of it. 
I devoutly bless Thee that in the fulness of 
time thy anointed servant Jesus appeaned, 
bringing life and immortality into the 
fullest light, and offering himself as the 
way, the truth, and the life to the world. 
I humbly thank Thee for the proofs he gave 
that Thou, O God ! wast with him— by 
the miracles he wrought, and by the pro- 
phecies he uttered and fulfilled— by the 
purity of his doctrines— the perfection of 
his precepts — and the unsullied purity of 
his example. * Adored be t^y goodness for 
his resurrection from the grave— for ex- 
alting him to glory — for giving him a name 
that is above every name^for appointing 
him to judge the world in righteousness, 
and to render unto men according to what 
they shall have done in the body. 
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I earnestly pray, O Lord! that thy 
abounding goodness shown to me and to 
all mankind may deeply impress my 
heart, and have an habitual influence over 
every part of my life. May the various 
powerful motives to religion and virtue, 
with which the sacred writings abound, 
produce their proper eflects upon me : may 
they free my mind from the power and 
dominion of all iniquity, and engage me 
to live soberly, righteously, and piously 
in this present world. Professing to be 
risen with Christ from the death of sin to 
a life of righteousness, grant most gracious 
God ! that I may, by a patient continuance 
in well-doing, seek for glory, honour, and 
immortality, that when he who is my life 
shall appear, I may also appear with him 
in glory, and receive the end and objects 
of my faith and hope, even everlasting 
salvation and happiness. 

To Thee, most gracious God I I would 
humbly pray for all my brethren of man- 
kind. Grant that all thy rational crea« 
tures may become the grateful obedient 
subjects of thy righteous government. Let 
the nature* of true religion be everywhere 
well understood— let it possess its due 
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influence orer ^e hearts, and manifi^t its 
power in the lives of men. May the light 
of the gospel be continually difiUsing itself 
over the world, until all manlcind ac^ow- 
ledge Jesus as the messiah, and obey him 
as their master. Let such as have em* 
braced his religion become truly pious and 
grateful towards Thee their God, benevo* 
lent and useful to all around them^ and, 
at all times, disposed to do unto others as 
they could reasonably desire others in 
exchanged circumstances to do to them. 
Banish from every part of the earth all 
ignorance, oppression, persecuticm, and 
war, all immorality, profaneness, prof- 
ligacy, and vice; and let the prevalence of 
pure religion and virtue, knowledge peaqe, 
and good ord^ bless every class and or- 
der of society* 

O thou supreme Gav«n)or of all worlds! 
in mercy grant that thy laws which, lire 
all wise, holy, just; and good, jpay be 
everywhere obeyed* Bring about \\w 
happy time when the whole huipan niQe 
shall receive them with sincerity and gra- 
titude, and the obedience paid to them, 
shall become like the perfect obedience of 
the blessed and glorified spirits abov^. 
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To thy merciful care, Father of heaveu ! 
I would now humbly commit myself and 
every thing in which I am interested, be- 
seeching Thee to be my guide through life 
in all its varying scenes — to be my support 
and comfort when my eyes shall be closing 
in death — and to raise me to the enjoyment 
of thy favour through the unbounded ages 
of a happy eternity. 

Ail honour and glory, praise and power, 
be ascribed to Thee, the one only ever- 
living and true God, for ever. — Amen. 
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THIRP ADDREISS. 

Most high and evear blessed God» before 
whom angelic hosts how /<ipwn with all 
possible revereqce and haflaiUtyl wjj^ what 
sel^ahasement and lowU^ss of bc^rt does 
it become such a weak and fcail cireature 
as I am to approach thy throne, ; and pour 
out my soul JQ prayer an4^ supplication be- 
before The^ei I Most incapable am { of fully 
conceiving thy glorious perfections — the 
extent of thy creating and preserving power 
—thy infinite wisdom — thy unlimited and 
inexhaustible goodness. But the mani- 
festations of thy great glory, and the dis- 
plays of thy transcendant perfections, are 
such, as to cause me to rejoice before Thee 
with joy exalted and unfeigned. 

In the book of nature, I can read the 
demonstrations of thy eternal power and 
godhead, but still more clearly hast Thou 
revealed thyself to the world by Jesus 
Christ, by whom mankind have been 
taught their duty to Thee as their creator, 
preserver, and never^failing friend and 
benefactor. 
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Blasted for ever be tby haly nanm that 
I know and c»n adore Thee as the firet 
great cause of the nniverse^ and of all that 
it contains — ^the creator of all that exists, 
and the sole snpp<»rter and presenrer of 
all, — to whom alone the ad€»?ations of thy 
creatures are to be paid, and who bast 
permitted me to address Thee as my Father 
and my God. 

Most humbly and earnestly do I pray 
that Thau wouldst sandify to me all the 
knowledge I possess of thy attributes and 
perfections: — ^may they lead me to feel and 
to be habitually mindful of my obligaticms 
to Thee, as the author 0f tny being, and 
the giver of erery good and perfect gift. 
Grant, O my God! that these ideas may 
become more familiar to my mind, and 
more interesting - and dear to my heart. 
May I diligently cherish the hopes they 
in8pire---be cheered and animated by the 
prospects they present^ and advance, day 
by day, in love, reverence, and obedience 
towards Thee my God ! May I feel a sin^ 
cere and expanded baaevolence to all my 
fellow*creatures, and continually improv- 
ing my christian character, become better 
qualified for that supreme and everlasting 
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felicitjj^ which Jesus Christ my Lord and 
Saviour is gone to prepare for all those who 
love Thee, and strive to approve themselves 
before Thee. O give strength and confirma- 
tion, I beseech Thee, to the solemn pur- 
poses I form to devote mysdf wholly un- 
reservedly and cheerfully to thy most 
holy will. 

Bring all mankind, O God ! to know and 
consider themselves as children of the same 
common Father, — to regard and esteem each 
other as brethren^ and to be studious to pro- 
mote peace, mutual improvement, and happi- 
ness. Grant that my relations and friends may 
be guided, directed^ and governed by a pre- 
vailing desire to promote the honour of thy 
name. By a wise and becoming improve- 
ment of thy mercy and favour in this worlds 
may they be daily ripening in their prepara- 
tions for a happy and glorious eternity. 

Most sincerely would I also intercede in 
behalf of those who, for whatever cause, have 
conceived any displeasure against me. If I 
have acted unjustly or unkindly towards 
them, I ask forgiveness for myself lipon the 
terms of the Gospel of Jesus Christ : and if 
they indulge a spirit of illwill against me 
without cause, I solicit mercy for them. 
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Now unto thee who art the Lord Grod 
omnipotent^ — the God of my life and the 
leng-thener of my rfayd^-^he! rdtek of my 
confiden<i6 and the foundation of my hopes^ 
— <he Father of ttfefcies kttd ihc God of all 
consolatreii — I wotiM^ t^ith Aft peiss?M^ so- 
lemnity an-d detotiofi, a'scrife^ ai htm^ niOBt 
justly due, all Ironotir arid glory, pfrrflsfe -iiWl 
bfessing, thauksgivmg amd adortftfbrij -for 
ever. — Amen. 
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FOURTH ADDRESS 

Thc heavens are full of tby glory and 
majesty O Lord God Almighty ! great and 
wonderful are thy works>— just and true are 
^XL thy ways. — Thou alone art holy !— Thou 
art the only wise God, and thou doest good 
continually. 

Accept and bless me, most gracious Father, 
in the offering of prayei* and praise which I 
would now present unto Thee. Enable me 
to pray unto Thee in such manner that my 
prayer may ascend up to Thee with accept- 
ance^ and this my humble tribute find fevour 
in thy sight. Thou gavest me life^ and en- 
dowest me with understanding. By thy 
paternal care all my wants are supplied^ and 
in Thee I continually live and move and 
have my heing. 

I rejoice that all events are under thy 
guidance, and conducted by thy fatherly 
proyideuce, that nothing can befal any of 
thy creaturts witliout thy knowledge and 
permission ; and that Thou wilt cause all 
things to work together for the good of 
those who love and servie Thee. Thou art 
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slow to anger and plentious^ in niercy^ ercn 
to thy disobedient children ; and Thou "sviH 
abundantly pardon aH those who forsake 
their iniquities and tarn from the error of 
their ways. 

I praise and give thanks unto Tliee, O 
Lord, for uti the aid and cncoartigement 
Hiou bast granted to mankind by Jesus 
Christ, for the attainment of thy favour and 
everlasting salvation. 1 wooid rejoice in thy 
umirersal government, and confess my great 
tind numerous obligations- to Thee ; ye^, vvlth 
my whole heart I desire to be truly • thankful 
for all th6 riches of thy grace,*" and' aH the 
bounties of thy providence, which thou hast 
bestowed upon me from tl«e time I began ttt 
breathe the breath of life, to tlie pr^s6ht 
moment. 

J lament and beseech Tliee to forgire my 
unworthines^, and pray that I may^d^^a 
wiser and better part for the time lo CMn^s] 
May I live under an habitual sense of ''my 
dependence upon Thee my Gofl^ add alirays 
maintain such grateful love and reverence 
towards Tbee, as shall engage me to ol^ey 
thy will in all things, and to delight myself 
in a growing acquaintance .with f»y ctuty^ 
and a more faithful and cheerful practice oi^^ 

c 2 
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H in all its branches. May I be daily im- 
proving in fervent piety (awards Thee^ my. 
heavenly father^ and iu a cordial and exten- 
sive. beney<il^iKl6 towards all my fellow-crea* 
tiires. May I continually endeavour to prove 
inyself ike genuine disciple of Jesus Christy 
by lovii^ and doing goodj as I have oppor* 
tupi'ty^ tp i|ll ground n^e ; always keeping ia 
piind the assurance which he gave to those 
who bdieTecl in biqi^ ..that all men should 
Ildow ib(fv^ tp be hiy disciples by the love 
ih^y Qbff i^h^ Que towards another, 

^iv^ '^^ grwci Q thwgrfat m^fcber af 
hwrtfy ^ha reqy^trest truth and sincerity in 
jlb^sf^f^ recesses of the soul^ — to be pure 
in h^arl-^to w^lk circumspectly — a^d to 
*m ina^iAt^in my integrity thrpugh the; whole of 
my future life. Enable and dispose me to cor-* 
i^^t every evil habit sind irregtilar prcq^en^ity 
f;*-^ clegAse myself from all ipnpurity both of 
fiesb and spirit ; and to advance and improve 
mord and mons in knowledge and yirUie— in 

truth and holiness — in piety and entire ^e- 
voteAfiess to thy service. 

But^ O Thpu father of the universe! I 
wootd not ponfine my prayers to myself, but 
most humbly beseech Thee to extend thy 
fevour ct^n to- the remotest part of the 
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habitable earth. May tte naikmB every-^ 
where know, love, and obey Thee/ tbte only, 
living and true God> through Jesus ChrtsC 
whom Thou hast sent. Be miadfti), l> Thou 
God of all compassion^ of all that are in po- 
verty^ sorrow^ trouble, or distress of any 
kind. I would sympatbize vfith aU.iiii4er 
tlieir several afflictions^ and bimililjr recom *• 
mend their different circumstancea to Thee 
the Lord our God, praying that every afflic- 
tive dispensation of thy providence may be 
sanctified to them, and that in a short time 
Thou wouldest remove their sicknesses, and 
put an end to their sorrows. 

Hear my prayer, most gracious God \ — 
strengthen my weakness — supply my defi- 
ciencies —-absolve me from my sins, and fulfil 
the desires of my heart as far as Thou seest 
it to be good for me. In Thee, O thou God 
of all benevolence ! are all my hopes> both 
as to this and a future state. To Thee^ 
therefore, my humble request is, that Thou 
wouldst guide me, by thy counsel, in all the 
varying circumstances of life, crown my 
righteous endeavours with thy blessing 
through the whole of my future days^ and, 
finally, bring me to. thy kingdom of glory 
above. 

c>3 
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I aadc all im the name and as the disciple of 
«}esii9 filhristflfiy Xiordand Saviour, for whom 
1 iwoilld %•• for evM thankful, and in the 
aipliffi ' tf ivhoae gospel I woold ascribe^ as 
b6hpg:nioit jaatfy chse^. unto Thee the only 
Iwiag^taiid ttae Cbd'^-^e father of all in 
hdvfMi ^' ttndi- wi ^ earth!~tke fUness of all 
pOW«^; 4bd Hit ^tory of infinite perfection^ 
for eVetfi-^^Mien; 

• his 7T,»- 
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FIFTH ADDRESS. 

O ALMIGHTY and eternal God ! under j| 
deep sense of thy adorable excellencies 
and perfections, and of my own insuffi-r 
ciency and insignificance, I would now 
adore, with all possible veneration, thine , 
incomprehensible ipajesty and thy infinite' 
perfections, lie Thee I owe all that I am 
— all that I know — all that I possess, and 
all I can hojje fon All the powers, capa* 
cities, and abilities of my mind — all the 
advantages of my ns^ture — all my connec- 
tions m social life-^all the different rela-* 

» 

tions in which | atfittd to Thee, to my 
fellow-creatures, and to every thing around 
ipe i^rocjeed from thy sovereign goodness, 
apd bear i^mouy to thy adorable bene* 
volence and compassion. 

Thy mercies and benefits surround me 
on every side ; they loudly call upon me 
to celebrate thy praise, aad to give thanks 
uato.Thee, Q Thou most high. 

Thou bast placed me in au enlightened 
part of the wodd, where I am surrounded 
with fellow-creatures, who know Thee as 
their God and father, (torn whom I derive 
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daily assistances and services, and with 
whom I may enjoy the sweets of union and 
frieudshipy the advantages and pleasures 
of social intercourhe, and the delightful 
endearments of domestic life. 

In that station, amidst thy immense em- 
pire which thou hast ordered and assigned 
me, I have never been overlooked or for- 
gotten by Thee from the first moment of 
n}y existence. Thou hast been continually 
renewing thy mercies atid thy favours, not- 
withstanding the inattention, ingratitude, 
and disobedience of which I have been 
guilty. Thou hast continued to me innu- 
merable prbofs of thy loving kindness and 
compassion, unworthy and sinful as I have 
been in thy sight. Thou hast acted to me 
as a God of unbounded goodness, who 
causest the sun to rise on the evil and on 
the good, and sendest rain on the just and 
on the unjust. 

For every instance in which I have acted 
perversely and disobediently, I im>w desire 
to be truly penitent, and to humble my. 
self before Thee, confessing and lamenting^ 
my folly in having neglected to avail my- 
self of the opportunities I have enjoyed for 
improving in the knowledge of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, and the many advantages 
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I have been i)Ies$^ with un^er the christiaa 
dieipenj^ation. I earnestly pray for thy par- 
don aool forg.iveries$ of every traqegres^ioQ 
of thy righteous and holy laws with which 
I have been char^able. 

May it please Thee, my Codj to hea» 
my humble supplieation forgnc^ to h^lp 
in tii»e to qome* Bless me in ajU my AU^re 
endeavours to enlightan my miod-r^to in** 
fc}rm my uaderstanding-r^to improtei my 
heart-^and to e^tafelifth my fe^ 10 Hie Wfiy 
of thy . commaiidmeiita. I dei^tre to in^^ 
crease, day by day, in religioiis knowledge 
and virtaous a^quifement^, uq^I say b^rt 
becomes truly aju) ejitirely thine, arid my 
views aad desires ane dirf9ct0d toTbee^ my 
God, in all the habits of an iiQifor^ oouri;^ 
of holy and cheerful obedi^ice. 

I imploFO thy aid to epable me to culti- 
vate a sincere and tender a(fe<^ti(Oj» for all 
my brethren of mankind. Hear my f^fr 
veut prayers on their behalf. I defeirp to 
intercede before Thee, O Thou universal 
parent ! for all those who are at a distance 
as well as those who are near me« X would 
include them all in the prayers I now offer 
up unto Thee, for the promotion of their 
best interests, hoth temporal and spiritual. 
1 would rejoice ip every privilege and 
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advantage they enjoy, in every blessing they 
possess, and all the progress they at any 
tiine make in wisdom and virtue— ^in liberty | 
and happiness. | 

I would deeply lament before Thee the ; 
fiad state of (hat great number of my breth- i 
ren of mankind, who are itill living in ig- 
norance and darkness — groaning under the 
yoke of tyranny and despotism, and in- 
volved in vice and folly — in immorality 
and profaneness — and who know not Thee 
their God, nor Jesus Christ whom Thou 
hast sent. Give to all, gracious father! 
who teach the religion Of thy son, an abun- 
dant share of wisdom, strength, and cou- I 
rage, that they may effectually promote 
the cause of genuine piety and righteous- 
ness in every part- of the world. Relieve 
and comfort all those who labour under 
the burden of poverty, the agonies of sick- 
ness, or the pressure of disease, sorrow, ' 
affliction, and distress of whatever kind* 

Grant, O Thou source and fountain of , 
all consolation, that ail may receive the 
support and assistance of which they 
severally stand in need ; and do Thou 
make nie an instrument in thy hand to 
diminish as much as lies in my power, the 
sum of human misery, and to increase the 



amount of general happiness. Dispose nie 
to contribute, to the extent of my abilities, 
to the improvement of mankind, in all that 
is virtuous, holy, amiable, and exemplary. 

Finally, I would pray to Thee, my God ! 
for my friends and relations, — my patrons 
and benefactors. May all that are near 
and dear to me pass their days calmly and 
happily, and, by a wise and contented 
improvement of thy blessings upon earth, 
be gradually preparing for another and 
higher enjoyment of them hereafter. 

May it please Thee, to hear and accept 
me in the prayers I have now offered up. 
May they contribute to increase my venera- 
tion, gratitude, and obedience to Thee, my 
heavenly Father; and my love, my charity, 
and benevolence to all around me. Thus 
may I be rendered worthy of my christian 
character, and act consistently with the 
precepts of Jesus Christ my ever honoured 
Lord and Saviour, for whom and for whose 
mission 1 desire to be for ever most truly 
and sincerely thankful, and agreeably to 
whose gospel I would now, with all pos- 
sible veneration and homage, devoutly 
ascribe unto Thee, the only wise, ever- 
living, and true God! immortal honours, 
and universal praises.— Amen. 
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SIXTH ADDRESS. 

LatiD God Alinigfcfy, tlie creator 
and preserver of all tliingsr visible aiid in- 
visible f There is ttotie supr6m6 besides 
Thee, and to none but to The6 befoag^tir 
the greatness, the pd\%'er, the glory, and 
the majesty for ever. Thoti hast made me 
in thy own image, to contemplate tfiry 
wtM-ks, and to show forth thy prdise. I 
desire to acknowledge, with all p6$s*fble 
gratitude, th^gfftofftfi^, and to ad6re thy 
goodffefss- in placing me in this part of thy 
gioriods works. Wise and useful is the 
frame of my body j btrt tmrch moi^ nobfe 
(lie powet's of my mind, by whicfr I am 
enabled to discern and meditate upoh the 
beauty of thy works, and the* wondfertul 
order of thy providence, ancj (o attaqfi to 
the knowledge and love of Thee, the maker 
0( the worfd, and the author of alf good. 

1 thank Thee that Thoti hast impknted 
iri me a sense of good and evi¥, together 
with the amial^ile ^[ffefctions of benevo- 
lence dlnd compassion, leading itie by 
these means to the admiration arid lOve of 
goodness^ and to the enjoyment of that 
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of virtue and true religion. 

I thank Thee^ Q God, for the continued 
preservation of my life, for my food and 
raiment, and for all the blessings of friend* 
ship and society. I bless Thee that thy 
goodness to mankind is not confined to 
the present world ; but that Thou hast 
awakened in ma the [leasing hope of Im- 
loortality, and, by various methods that 
seem good to thy unerring wisdom, art 
training me up for heaven and everlasting 
life. 

Above all I praise Thee for the rich dis- 
play of thy goodness in the manifestation 
of thy Son Jesus Christ, whom Thou didst 
raise up to bless mankind, and to turn 
them from darkness to light, and from the 
power of sin to the worship, love, and obe- 
dience of Thee the true and living God^ 

1 lament before Thee, my God ! that I have 
ever been unmindful of thy goodness, and 
ungrateful to Thee, my continued benefac- 
tor, — that I have ever departed from the 
path of thy commandments, and exposed 
myself to thy righteous displeasure. Most 
earnestly do I implore pardon for every 
thing which thy pure and holy eyes have 
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seen amiss in my temper or conduct O 
God ! have mercy upon the work of thy 
hand — forgive me every sin I have been 
guilty of — turn away thy face from my 
iniquities, and blot out from the book 
of thy remembrance the offences and 
transgressions of which my conscience 
accuses me. 

Grant me strength and resolution care^ 
fully to avoid, for the time to come, every 
evil and perverse way. Enable me to cor* 
rect whatever is amiss in my temper and 
behaviour, and to delight in the practise 
of every thing virtuous and good. May 
my mind be enlightened with true wisdom. 
May I entertain just and worthy appre- 
hensions of thy nature and providence, 
and possess a right understanding of that 
religion which is acceptable to Thee, and 
recomqfiended to me in the gospel of thy 
Son Jesus Christ. 

May I evermore discern, approve, and 
practise the things that are excellent : may 
my heaft be endued with every gt)od and 
pious disposition ; so that all the great 
truths of religion may have a powerful 
and habitual influence in correcting and 
amending the irregularities of my life. 
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May I, at all times, reverence thy authority 
— look up to Thee with satisfaction and 
joy' — love Thee with all rny heart, and 
delight in thy testimonies. May I be truly 
thankful for thy numerous and undeserved 
mercies, confide in thy superintending and 
all-gracious providence, and yield an un« 
reserved and uniform obedience to all thy 
jholy laws and commandments. 

In solem testimony of my good-will to 
all my brethren of mankind, I desire to 
ofier up my humble supplication for the 
whole human race, beseeching Thee^ the 
great and glorious parent pf the universe! 
to vouchsafe thy mercy and favour to all, 
according to their several situations and 
circumstances. May all the kingdoms and 
families of the earth be speedily brought 
to the knowledge and pure worship of 
Thee, the only true God ! May it please 
thee to put an end to all superslition and 
false notions of religion^ and to enlarge tJie 
kingdom of piy Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, that kingdom of truth and righte- 
ousness which shall never have an end. 
May the spirit of persecution and error 
cease ; and may truth and righteousness, 
peace and charity, every where abound. 

t> 2 
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I would humbly implore thy fatherly 
goodness in favour of all who are afflicted or 
distressed in mind, body, or outward con- 
dition. Be Thou, in thy great mercy, a 
father to the fatherless, the defender of the 
poor, an<l the widow's friend. Restore, I 
pray Thee, health to the sick — give ease 
to those that are in pain — comfort all that 
mourn, and deliver all that are persecuted, 
* aggrieved, and oppressed, 

O my God ! I beseech Thee to hear, 
accept, and bless me in these my humble 
supplications, prayers, and intercessions. 
Graciously fulfil the desires of my heart, 
as far as may be most expedient for me in 
this Hfe, and more especially for preparing 
me to experience thy mercy and favour for 
ever hereafter. And now unto Thee, the 
only wise, living and true God, the source 
of all my former mercies, and of all my 
present enjoyments — the God upon whom 
every future hope is dependent, both in 
time and for eternity — I would devoutly 
4t8Cribe all honour, glory, blessing, and 
praise, for evermore. — Amen 
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SEVENTH ADDRESS. 

O Almighty God ! the eternal and self- 
existent Jehovah ! Thou art exalted above 
al] ; and the adorations of the highesf orders 
of celestial beings, and of the most glorious 
spirits ^hich surround thy throne, are in- 
finitely inferior to what Thou art most 
worthy of. Accept, 1 beseech Thee, the 
best tribute of honour, veneration,, and 
praise, which my feeble powers will enable 
me to offer. Accept my sincere and de» 
vOut acknowledgements of thy incompara- 
ble excellencies — the boundless extent of 
thy creating power — thy infallible wisdom, 
and thy inexhaustible goodness. I rejoice, 
O Lord I in all the manifestations of thy 
great glory^ in the display of those perfec- 
tions which are conspicuous in every part 
of the world which I mhabit, and in the 
whole universe* 

But illustriously as thy attributes are 
exhibited in the works of creation, with 
more exceeding clearness do they shine in 
that revelation which Thou hast been 
pleased to make by thy velU^eloved Son 

p 3 
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Jesas Christ. His gospel leads us to an 
enlarged knowledge of Thee, my God ! — 
gives me the liberty of free access to Thee, 
the creator of all things ! — and teaches me 
to approach Thee, as a tendef father, with 
sentiments of joy and filial confidence. I 
know, to the greatest satisfaction, that 
thou art my creator, my friend, my never- 
failing benefactor, — that Thou art ever 
present with me, and ever ready to guide, 
direct, and bless me. 

Grant, I humbly beseech' Thee, that 
the contemplation of thy perfections, and 
of my own obligations, may become every 
day more interesting and delightful to^ me. 
May they fill my mind, and elevate my 
heart, making me more and more devoted 
to Thee in the paths of holiness arid obedi-> 
ence ; inclining me to improve and advance 
in a blessed preparedness for that glorious 
state where I shall be enabled to know 
Thee better, and serve Thee with greater 
alacrity and delight, and where I shall en- 
joy everlasting happiness in the increased 
manifestations of thy divine and glorious 
perfections. 

O thou sovereign Lord of the universe ! 
may it please Thee to hear the prayers 
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which I would now address to Thee, in 
behalf of all my brethren of mankind. 
May tby light speedily and effectually 
enlighten all who are dead to truth and 
virtue. Mercifully put a stop to all tyran- 
ny, superstition, and error ; and grant 
that true religion, virtue, and peace, may 
universally prevail and flourish, until all 
the nations of the earth shall be united 
under Christ, their common head, in piety» 
righteousness, and charity. 

1 wouldihumbly intercede with Thee for 
all that are suffering under the pressure of 
poverty, sickness, pain, or sorrow of any 
kind. May all receive the assistance and 
support of which they stand severally in 
need, and obtain a happy release and de- 
liverance from their troubles and jdistresses. 
May the happy time come when they shall 
see and acknowledge it to have been good 
for them to have been afflicted. May they 
experience such moral and spiritual im- 
provement as may make it evident that 
the calamities they endured were blessings 
in disguise. 

May all those who possess this world's 
goods delight in communicating of their 
abundance, as they have opportunity, to 
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those vrho are in want. May they always 
keep in mind that they are no other than 
stewards, answerable to Thee for the use 
they make of the advantages and comforts 
they enjoy ; and, that in proportion as 
Thou hast given them more, the more and 
higher returns of gratitude, obedience, and 
luve wilt Thou require at their hands. 

Now unto Thee, the omnipotent, infinite, 
and eternal Jehovah ! may there be ascrib- 
ed all honour^ glory, praise, and power, 
thanksgiving and blessing, haMefoith and 
for evermore. — Amen. 
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EIGHTH ADDRESS. 

O Lord," most holy, benevalent, righ- 
teous, and good ! without beginning of 
days or e d of years ! Tbod dwellest in 
light inaccessible and full of glory. Thou 
art He wfaom no mortal eye 4iatb seeo or 
can see. Thou art great and greatly to b^ 
praised, and most worthy to be had in the 
highest reverence by all to whom Thoa 
hast imparted the gift of existence. 

All tliy works praise Thee, O Lord ! 
and 1 thy creatnre and thy child desire, 
will) my whole heart, to extol and magnify 
thy holy name, and to speak of all thy 
marvellous works ; — power, wisdom, and 
mercy are thine. Thou hast filled the 
earth with the riches of thy goodness* 
Thou hast ordained the sun, the moon 
and the stars to fulfil thy purposes of 
mercy — to preserve to us the constant and 
agreeable succession of day and night, 
summer and vrinter, seed-time and har- 
vest. Thou art graciously pleased to pre- 
pare and ripen the various fruits which 
thy bountiful goodness and ever-flowing 
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benevolence have provided for the support 
of thy dependent creatures. 

I, thy unworthy offspring, desire to praise 
and magnify thy holy name. I praise Thee 
O God I that thy goodness is not confined 
to the present world, but that Thou hast 
excited in thy creatures a pleasing hope of 
a future life ; aod bast taught them to ex- 
pect and prepare for an ilnmortality of 
glory and blessedness. 

I rejoice in Thee as the God and Father 
of my Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ! I 
would be for ever thankful for all the pri- 
vileges and advantages conferred upon me 
by his gospel, and for all the animating 
prospects and encouragements to the love 
and practise of holiness and virtue which 
it contains. Well may I exclaim, O Lord 
my God ! how unspeakable are my obliga- 
tions to Thee \ Bless the Lord, O my 
soul ! and let all that is within me unite 
to adore and rejoice in thy goodness to me 
and to the whole world around me. 

May it please Thee to forgive me, O 
thou God of mercy ! that I have not been 
more sensible of my obligations — more 
grateful for thy goodness — and more at- 
tentive and diligent in the in^provement of 
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the talents committed to my trust. For- 
give me, O Lord! whatever has been 
sinful in my temper and conduct in any 
of the former part of my life ; and may I 
be enabled to know and to do thy holy 
and righteous will in all respects for the 
time to come. 

From a sense of gratitude may I devote 
myslf to Thee, the Lord my God ! and 
walk before Thee in the punctual dis- 
charge^ of every duty that is incumbent up- 
on me. May I increase more and more in 
fervent piety towards Thee, my God ! in 
all the duties of self-government and tem- 
perance, and in all the principles of righ* 
teousness and benevolence. May every 
grace and virtue which constitute and 
adorn the christian character be nourished 
in my heart, govern my temper, and be 
habitually practised in my life — that I may 
be constantly growing in the divine like- 
ness, and be preparing for enlarged enjoy- 
ments of thy favour here and hereafter. 

Be graciously pleased to hear my prayers 
for all my brethren of mankind. Send the 
light of thy glorious gospel through every 
part of the habitable world ; and^ wherever 
it shines, may it be the means of spreading 



38 

not only kiiowle^e smd truths but righ- 
teousiiMs and peaoe amongst men. Graaf; 
I bes^cb Tbee, coasobbtimi aad relief to 
those tbat are sick and afl)ic(ed — th^it are 
poor and lu distress ; wd, from tby inex- 
haustible mercy, communi/cate to aU ac* 
cording to their necessities and defects^ 

Conscious of my own weakness and in* 
sufficiency, I rejoice that I am permitted 
to hope, trafit, and rely upon Thee, the 
all-sufficient God ! the eternal source of 
life and hapineas ! I would cheerfully 
leave myself and all my inteFe&ts to ithe 
disposal of thy infinite wisdom and perfect 
goodness ; praying that Thou wilt be my 
God and my guide — that I may be truly 
thy servant — diligently seeking tby favour 
through the whole of life — anxioii» .to be 
found faithful, ewea unto death, and, finally 
be admitted to thy glorious pres^ice and 
kingdom above^^-There every thing that 
is imperfect will be done away — there I 
shall join my virtuous friends again — ^and 
there all will belove^ harmony, and felicity, 
for evermore. — Amen. 
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NINTH ADDRESS. 

O Almighty and eternal God ! the Lord 
and giver of life, and of all the comforts and 
blessings which I have at any time enjoyed t 
I would devoutly contemplate the near re- 
lation in which I stand to Thee, and the 
good ground Thou hast afforded me to rely 
upon thy sustaining power and goodness. 
Of myself I am a weak, frail, and imperfect 
creature; but Thou art the most high God, 

. whose wisdom, power, and goodness in- 
finitely transcend our most exalted thoughts 
and conceptions. In Thee are all my hopes 
centered, and upon thy benignity and grace 

. is all my dependence, both as to this world, 
and that which is to come. 

May it be thy good pleasure, O Lord ! 
to sanctify and bless me in all my desires 
and pursuits. May I evermore look upon 
Thee as my father, and my friend. Accept 
.and bless me in the use and improvement 
of all my rights and privileges as a christian, 
that there may glow in my breast such an 
ardent flame of piety, manly, rational, and 
tempered with the sweetest charity, as may 

£ 
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produce all the sacred sentiments of reveren- 
tial fear, humUe resignation^ steady reliance^ 
and unchangeable love. Enable me to abound 
in all the duties of a cheerful obedience to 
Thee, as well as a tender and fervent charity 
to all around me, manifesting itself in the 
blessed fruits. of sympathy, condescension, 
and kindness, and in the most useful acts 
and expressions of candour, compassion, 
meekness, humility, forbearance, and disin- 
tercstted liberality. Grant that my mind may 
be raised above the allurements and terrors of 
all situations and circumstances here belovr^ 
and habitually aspire after thy favour as what 
is more to be desired than all the treasures of 
the universe. O raise me to a superiority 
above every thing that this worfd can offer 
to my tioticfe and regard; — may I feel in- 
ward tranquillity and self-possession, and en- 
joy that peace which the world can neither 
give nor take away. 

.Holy Father t while I thus adore Thee as 
the Creator and ruler of the world, I would 
pibst^hurtibly implore thy mercy in the par- 
doii of all niy past transgressions, and pray for 
thystren^thening grace for the time to come. 
I consider my dearest interests as depending 
Vipdtt'iiiy mercy and favour, and in Thee would 
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I center all my hopes and cares for the future. 
Keep jne safe under thy gracious protection, 
and let me ever esteem it the very worst of ^ 
evils to forfeit thy favour^ and to disqualify 
myself for thy merciful acceptance at the last. 
Communicate to all mankind^ blessed Lordi 
the benefits and advantages of the gospel of 
thy Son Jesus Christ. Since one is ouf 
Maker, may our hearts be one. Since wjeare 
all members of one great family, may we.aU 
unite in our endeavours to prompte^ai^ n\ucb 
as in us lies, the common interests of all our 
brethreD. Dispose us to do all we caa to re- 
<!Over the disobedient to their duty, and to re* 
tain and animate thy faithful servants in the 
discharge of the obligations undelr which 
Thou hast laid them. Mayiall be,bwijght te 
tftfi love and practice of thy kj^^^-^ May .they 
experience peace and hope in. Ihoir de^Hbi* 
and meet togetter in joy and gladiiess. above, 
there to celebrate thy pfviises throughout 
endless ages of ever-growing lappin/^jss. ,. 

Accept, heavenly Father !• my . humble 

prayers for all those that are suffering under 

• sickness, distress, sorrow, or pain of . any 

kind. Whatever be their sorrows, it is in 

Thee, O Lord ! and in Thee alone, they can 

£ 2 
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find relief. O do Thou remove their suflTer- 
ings — heal all their diseases — restore their 
health — and so sanctify their troubles^ that 
they^ may be for ever benefited by them. 
May they be convinced that Thou hast the 
kindest intentions in sending afflictions ; and 
limy they find that it was good for them to 
have tasted of the cup of grief. 

May it seem good to thy divine Majesty to 
receive and accept this my sacrifice of prayer 
andvpraise^ which in the sincerity of my 
heart I have been desirous to ofier unto Thee, 
Answer and fulfil the desires of my heart as 
•far as Thau seest it to be suitable and expe* 
dient for me. My bumble trust is in tliat 
mercy of which Thou hast afforded us abun- 
dant proofs^ and more especially manifested 
to us in the gospel of Jesus Christ, whofn 
Thou hast appointed to instruct, enlighten, 
and save mankind ; and in conformity to 
whose precepts I would now solemnly and 
devoutly ascribe unto Thee, the one only 
ever-living and true God ! all honour and 
gl6ry, blessing and praise, henceforth and 
for evermore. — Amet^. 
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TE^TH ADDRESS. 

Thou who art possessed of every adora 
hie and amiable excellence^ whose namls is 
love, and who art able to do more and better 
for 'US than we can either ask or thinli: ! Do 
Thoii condescend to allow us access to the 
throne of thy grace, and give car to our 
humble supplications, prayers, praises, and 
intercessions. We behold the monuments 
of thy power — we trace the footsteps of thy 
wisdom — and every moment of our lives par- 
takes of the riches of thy goodness ; but it i» 
not for us to compute the number of thy 
mercies, or to measure the extent of thy 
benignity and love. 

1 would praise Thee, O Lord ! for the 

discoveries which Thou hast nvade of thyself 

in the works of creation and providence, and 

for thy goodness and loving^kindness to me 

and to all mankihd. I thank Thee for all the 

noble and useful powers both of body and 

mind, with which Thou hast been pleased to 

endow me — for my continued preservation — 

for the rich provision Thou hast made to 

supply all my returning wants — for health 

and , peace to enjoy the bounties of thy 

E 3 
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providence — for every personal and social 
blessing — and for every agreeable and hap* 
py circumstance of my life. 

With increased ardour of thankfulness 
vroold I Mess and praiae thy holy name for 
thart stupendous instance of thy k>ve> mani- 
ft*9ted in tlie means designed to rescue niaa- 
kfnd from the dominion of sin in this world, 
and the dreadful penalties denounced against 
it hereafter. I thank Thee for those pure 
and enlightening doctrines which the gospel 
teaches, for the powerful motives it aflfords 
men to practise those rules of virtue and re- 
lifCion which it prescribes, and for all the 
alhiring graces of an amiable and perfect ex- 
ample, exhibited in the life and conduct of 
,our dear and honoured master. Q Lord my 
God ! who is able to enumerate all thy mer- 
ciei? ? Who can estimate the extent of thy 
lovingkindneas and mercy ? Who can set 
forth and express all the praise to which 
Thou art most justly entitled ? Do Thou 
write a law of love and habitual gratitude 
upon my heart, and grant that I may walk 
before Thee in holiness and hghteousoess all 
my days. 

I would make it my humble prayer, that 
by daily and serious contemplation of thy 
works, and of the revelation of thy will iu 
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the gospel of Jesus Christ, I may increase 
more and more in the knowledge of Thee, 
uiy God ! attain more pure and worthy 
conceptions of thy nature and providence, 
and an habitual reverence for thy divine 
perfections. Under a serious sense of thy 
almighty power, may I fear thy displeasure 
as the worst of evils. From a full per- 
suasion that Thou art perfectly wise and 
good, may I- love Thee with all my heart, 
rejoice in thy universal government, and 
yield a cheerful obedience to all thy holy 
laws.- 

Dispose me to be faithful and affectionate 
to my friends — kind and condescending 
to my inferiors — obliging and respectful 
to tliose who are above me — patient and 
forbearing to my enemies — and just, up- 
right, and good to all. May I put on the 
ornament of a meek, compassionate, and 
benevolent spirit, and may every generous 
and candid disposition be daily improving 
in my heart. Amidst all the trials, trou- 
bles, and vicissitudes of life, may I main- 
tain a constant habit of self-government. 
In prosperity teach me to be humble, tem- 
perate, and charitable ; in adversity to be 
patient and cheerfully resigned to thy uner- 
ring providence. Under all circumstances 
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ven may I be luindful how short my time 
muRt be in this world, and how soon T 
may be called to render an ^account of my 
stewardship before the tribunal which 
l^hou hast ordained. 

Mercifully regard, gracious God!' the 
works of thy hand ; and grant that thy 
holy name may be known, and thy pure 
worship prevail throughout the earth. 
Grant that all people, nations, and lan- 
guages may know, lov6, and obey Thee, 
the only true God, agreeably to the in- 
structions of Jesus Christ our Lord. Sub- 
due, in every place, the spirit of persecu- 
tion, idolatry, and superstition, and cause 
liberty and peace, charity and candour, 
wisdom and goodness, everywhere to 
abound. Let christians everywhere per- 
fectly understand of what spirit they are. 

I would most humbly commend to thy 
fatherly kindness all those who are in any 
respect or degree afflicted^ troubled, or 
distressed. Comfort and relieve th^m 
agreeably to their several necessities; — 
ease their pains — mitigate their sorrows 
— lighten their buniens — ^and, in the 
shortest time that the wise and holy laws 
by which Thou governest all things will 
ailow^ grant them a full, entire, and most 
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happy deliverance out of iheir tribulations 
and suflftrings. 

1 would also implore raercy and forgive- 
ness for all those who are regardless of 
their own welfare, and look not unto Thee, 
O God ! for succour and support. 

O tarn the hearts of the disobedient to 
the wisdom of the just. Soften the hard^ 
ness of the obdurate and insentnble, and 
give sight to the spiritually blind> Endue 
us all with strength of mind^ and resolu- 
tion to break off our sini) by true repen- 
tance. Let the caideis^ ainner turn to 
Thee with deep contrition and repentance, 
and reinstate in thy favour all those who 
are anxious to be reconciled unto Thee, 
and 1^ demote themselves henceforth to 
tliy service. 

Accept me, O my God ! in these my 
humble addresses to. the throne of thy 
mercy. Grant my petitions and requests^ 
as far as they are consistent with the tenor 
and design of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
And unto Thee, the Lord God Omnipo- 
tent! be honour and glory, thanksgiving 
and praise, for ever. — Amen. 
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ELEVENTH ADDRESS. 

Eternal ruler of the sktes! whose will 
IK uncontroulable — whose power none arc 
able to withstand I Tboo formest the light 
and Greatest darkness. Thou givest life 
and Thou takest it away. Thou raisest 
pne and puttest down another-'-either* of 
the nations, the families, or the individuals 
of mankind, as seemetfa good in thy sight. 
yh^e is DO poorer in nature but what em^ 
anates from Thee. There is no principle 
of action but what has its source in Thee. 
Thy providential goodness guides and di- 
rects every occurrence and event#i o-» , 

O let me be assured that my pains aiifi 
sufferings, my. fears and apprehensions, are 
good for me; and though for* the present 
they are not joyous; but grievous, they 
will hereafter manifest thy goodness, and 
yield to me abundant felicity and joy. 
Make me to know and feel that Thou art 
good. Let me be persuaded that every 
dark cloud must finally vanish — every per- 
^ plexing and awful scene must brighten — 
and everything that happens in any part of 
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thy works must prove tby power to be ir- 
resistible — thy wisdom infinite — and thy 
goodness unchangeable and perfect. 

Grant, O Lord ! that this conviction 
may fill my breast with consolation — ani- 
mate my obedience to thy holy and righ- 
teous will — ^and enable me habitually to 
possess a placid and cheerful resignation 
to thy good will and pleasure, even under 
the most distressing circumstances in 
which I may be placed. Reconcile me to 
thy appointments even in death itself, and 
support me under whatever I may suffer 
from its approaches. Bless me, O Lord ! 
in the improvement of the privileges and 
promises which I enjoy, so that I may 
happily acquire and maintain a spirit of 
true devotion, and both see and adore thy 
providential goodness in every event. May 
it henceforward be my constant desire and 
most earnest endeavour to enlarge and 
strengthen this heavenly temper, by a dili- 
gent and conscientious use of all the ap- 
pointed means of grace. 

Enable me, good God i to attam such a 
settled habit of piety and holiness, as shall 
render me superior to all the coi^ruptious 
that are in the world — make every duty 
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ensy an^ de1ig1itfiiI--'-and support me in a 
sincere and uniDterrupted perseverance iti 
all that is acceptable in thy sight. O that 
I may be found, at the last, prepared and 
qualified to enter upon another and better 
life, and to be for ever happy in the enjoy- 
ment of thy eternal love and favour. May 
1 finally partake of that bliss and glory to 
which Thou hast advanced Jesus the cap- 
tain of my salvation, who, for the joy that 
was set before him, endured the cross des^ 
pining the shame of it 

May it please Thee, almighty God ! to 
etilightea the whole world with thy truth, 
with the saving knowledge of thyself and 
of thy Son Christ Jesus. May the hearts 
of ail who profess themselves christians, 
be filled with that fervent habitual piety^ 
which shall produce the warmest benevo- 
Itoce towards all around them. May those 
who occupy the highest rank in society 
shine with distinguished honour as the best 
friends and most effectual promoters of 
truth and virtue. May the ministers of 
religion be animated with a sincere and* 
steady zeal for the truth, and be abundantly 
sjuccessfui in their endeavours to promote 
it* Have compassion upon all who are in 
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pdfVefty, in affliction, sorrow, or distress 
of any ki^d-^upoD all who suffer perseou* 
tion for conscience ^akJe, o^ tliat bend 
iHMlertfae yoke of tyrraiiiy^ oppresaioi], find 
ftlairery. Visit them with the sweet conso* 
latkms of Uxy revi^iog aid according to 
their several cipoomstances and necessities* 
Support them under all their trials, sanc- 
tify their afflictions to themselves and all 
connected with them, and grant them 
eflectual deliverance as soon as is consis- 
tent with the wise and gracious purposes 
for which Thou didst afflict them. 

Favourably accept me in the duty 
which I have now endeavoured to per- 
form. Bless it to me as a means of en- 
livening and strengthening within me all 
the habits of piety and benevolence ; and 
grant that my future conduct may testify 
my continual increase in that gratitude 
and obedience which are ever due to 
Thee, my God! and in that universal 
goodwill which I desire ever to manifest 
towards all my fellow-creatures. By a 
steady and diligent perseverance in the 
path of duty through the whole course of 
life, may I be preparing for that glorious 

F 
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state in vhich I shall be able to know 
Thee better, and serve Thee with superior 
alacrity and delight 

And MOW unto Thee, the eternal creator, 
the fiUber and the friend of all, I devoutly 
and reverently ascribe, as bemg most justly 
due, aU honour and glory, blessing and 
praise, for erennore. — Amen. 
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TWELFTH ADDRESS. 

Lord of beaveit eteraal ! the everflowing 
and inexhaustible fbuotaia of all beings 
blessedness, and perfection I Thon art a 
pure and spiritual existence- Proo& of 
thy unceasing energy I perceive on every 
side, and know that I am surrounded con- 
tinually by thy almighty power and god- 
bead. Thou passest by nie on every side^ 
though I behold Thee not ;— thou contiau- 
ally workest wonders on the right hand 
and on the left. Thou art a spirit, and 
they who would worship Thee acceptably 
must worship Thee in npirit and in truth. 
1, thy unworthy creature, desire to cele- 
brate thy perfections with this diM^position, 
and to offer unto Thee the tribute of my 
humble and devout worship. 

I entreat Thee to pardon and forgive me 
for having been unmindful of thy perfec- 
tions and the displays of thy glory; and 
I hat I have not been more grateful for 
those innumerable mercies and blessings 
which have been bestowed upon me. In 
particular I pray Thee to forgive me for 

F 2 
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every instance in which I have either neg- 
lected or mistm proved thy grace and good- 
ness under the gospel dispensation^ and in 
whatever respects I have transgressed any 
of thy wise and righteous cOBimaiTdmettts. 
1 condemn myself for every act of ingrati- 
tude and disobedience of which I have 
l)een guilty, and pray that for the time to 
come 1 may faithfully endeavour to correct 
iny temper, and reform my life, in all cases 
in which I have a<:ted unworthily of iMV 
character as a christian, and unsuitably 
to the invaluable advantages by which I 
am distinguished. 

Grant me wisdom to make it from hence- 
forth my constant desire and endeavbur to 
know and to do thy holy and righteous 
will in all things. May I habitually re- 
gard Thee as ever present with me ; and 
lift up my heart to Thee with feelings of 
the lowest abasement and the profeundest 
veneration. From the contemplation of 
thy works and the study of the holy scrip- 
ture, may I daily increase^ in the know- 
ledge and love of Thee, my God ! May 
I attain to more worthy, pure, and perfect 
conceptions of thy divine nature and pro- 
vidence — pay a constant attention to tlie 
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rales of tbjr moral government, and so ap- 
prove myself in thy sight that J may enjoy 
thy favour here and be qualified for the 
everiasting enjoyment of it in another and 
better world. 

Dispose me to qciake it my constant care 
to keep my heart with all diligence — to 
watch over all my thoughts, as well as my 
words and actions — ^to cultivate truth and 
sincerity in the inmost recesses of my 
mind, as well as in my outward conduct 
and behaviour— to cherish a meek and 
quiet spirit, and preserve myself holy, 
harmless, undefiled, and separate from 
sin aad sinners^ May I endeavour by such 
means to imitate my blessed Lord and 
Saviour, who went about doing good, and 
devoted himself, wholly and unreservedly 
to a life of piety an.d benevolence. 

O that the same mind may be in. me as 
was in him ; and that after having proved 
myself his true and faithful follower here 
on earth, I may at length be owned as his 
disciple in those happy r^ions where sin 
and sorrow never eo^ter, but all is love, 
harmony, and happiness, peace and joy 
for evermore. 

F 3 . 
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My bumble interceision I would ofier 
unto Thee in bebalf of all my bre^reii^ of 
mankind. May true religion, as it vas 
taught by my great master, and exempli- 
fied in his life and character, be continu- 
ally extendhig its influence in every part 
o( the world. Let all tyranny and perse- 
cution come te an end, and idolatry, ig*- 
norance and superstition, give way to the 
benign influence of truth and knowledge, 
peace and liberty; that all the nations 
whom Thou hast made may eome to wor- 
ship and obey Thee the one only everliving 
and true God without oentroul op res- 
traint ; and love and esteena each other as 
brethren of the same common father. 

May those in whose hands powder is en- 
trusted for the benefit of others be scru- 
pulously careful to exercise it for that 
purpose. May justice be everywhere ad- 
min Istered without partiality or respect of 
persons. May it be easy for the mjured 
to obtain redress for the wrongs they may 
sustain, and may this facility dispose Ibem 
to lay aside every thought of retaliation 
and resentment. 

Give efficacy to the words ^f those who 
counsel and exhort in thy name, and as the 
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an^bassaiibfft of Jesus Christ. May tKej 
be abJe to apeak to the hearts of their peo^^ 
pie, and inake the impreasion iipoa tbenoi 
whiefa an anxioua desire to serve them in 
the most essential manner prompts them 
to attempt. May the best understanding 
evwywhere subsist betweea the teacher 
and thosa who stand in m^d of instruction. 
May they mutually coucur to. reii.def each 
other's labours agie^able and ejfificacious. 

Extend thy mMoiful regards to all those 
vho are in ddi^tress of any k,in4. Alleviate 
their sufferings — soften their sorrowa — 
assuage their pains — and sanctify thy dis« 
pensations to them. Give them patience 
to bear and wisdom to convert their pre- 
sent sufferings to their future and everlast- 
ing good. 

Excite in the bf^easts of such as enjoy 
the great blessing of health, a tender sym- 
pathy for their attticted brethren, and in- 
cline them to exerl their best endeavours 
for their amendment and recovery. 

To Thee, O Lord! I now commit my- 
self, and all in whose welfare I am in- 
terested. Dispose them and me truly to 
love and faithfully to obey Thee through 
the whole of future life ; and, in the last 
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nnd closing periods of it, may we enjoy 
f^heerful reflections on thy benignity and 
goodness, and on the use and improvement 
we have made of the talents confided to ua, 
and the blessings by which we have been 
distinguished. 

And now unto Thee the Omnipotent 
Sovereign of universal nature — the one 
uncreated self-existing and eternal God ! 
may there be ascribed by all thy creaturen, 
in all places of thy dominion, glory and 
honour, praise, thanksgiving, and blessing, 
for evermore. — Amen. 
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THIRTEENTH ADDRESS. 

O Jehotah» king, of glory I who art in- 
finite, eternal, and umehangeayie ! with all 
possible veneration, love^ and gratitude, 
woald I now bow down before Thee, and 
pour out my soal in hnmble suppUcatioti 
and gratefol praise. From the earth on 
wbith f dwell to the heavens aboye^ even 
to the heaven of heaveos where is thy su- 
preme throne, all woiidB €4>ey Thee. From 
the dust on which I tread to th^ seraphim 
in thy piresence, all creatures willingly or 
unwillingly execute thy purposes, and 
contril>ute to thy glory* Thy kingdom* 
O Lord! is unlimited and undivided, ex* 
tending throughout immensity, and endur- 
ing tiiroughont all ages. Thou reignest, 
and the inhabitants of the earth who fear 
not Thee have cause to tremble; but the 
righteous may be glad and rejoice in Thee, 
for Thou art a r%bteous Lord, and lovest 
righteoiisnessi. 

Merciful Father! may my heart be filled 
with such sentiments of gratefnil admiration 
and reverence, aa shall unifonnty prompt 
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me to iiD wearied diligence in the practice 
of all thy holy laws and precepts. May I 
freely yield all my powers to thy divine 
influence, and earnestly endeavour to love 
Thee, my God ! with all my heart, with 
all my mind, and with all my strength. 
May I also love my neighbour as myself, 
looking upon all mankind a» subjects of 
the same king, and children of the same 
family.^ And may I always rc^rd the 
miseries of others as a motive to the kind 
and liberal exertion of all my powers for 
their assistance and relief, and never esteem 
myself so happy as when I have it in my 
power to promote the comfort and happi- 
ness of my fellow-fcreatures. 

Whilst I am thus striving to discharge 
faithfully every part of my duty to Thee, 
the sovereign ruler of the universe ! may I 
cheerfully consider every event as under 
thy immediate guidance imd direction. 
May I lay aside all anxiety as to future 
events, and rejoice in the consolations of 
a good conscience. Under every affliction 
and trial may my heart be revived by the 
thought that thence my sorrows come 
whence all my blessings iiow« 

Blessed Father I grant that my faith and 
hope may ever remain unshaken; and may 
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the language of my soul under the heaviest 
affliction ever be, ^* It is the Lord, let him 
do what seemeth to him good." ** Not my 
will, but thine, O Lord ! be done." May 
I be anxious for nothing that relates to this 
transitory world only, but in every thing 
by prayer and supplication, with thanks- 
givings make known my requests to Thee, 
my God ! and may that peace which 
passeth all understanding, and which Thou 
alone canst give, keep my heart and mind 
free from every perturbation and disquiet, 
and from every feeling incompatible with 
the temper and state of mind recommended 
in the gospel of Jesus Christ my Saviour. 

In everj^ part of the world be Thou pkased, 
gracious God ! to diffuse the knowledge of 
thyself. May the universal belief of thy sole 
and supreme godhead remove from the earth 
every vestige of iddatry and superstition^ and 
substitute in their place the pure worship of 
thy divine Mqesty, and a ready cheerful 
obedience to thy statutes and commandments. 
May the nations of the world experience the 
gVeat blessing of free and upright goyem- 
ment^ live under the wisest and most salutary 
laws^ and witness the most unlimited and 
impartial administration of Justice. 
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Pour out A spiirit of liberalii^ «poiii the ricb 
and powerful^ and of contentmeni^ peaoea- 
bleness, and gratKude upon the lower dastes 
of society. Grant Ibat all maakind may eajojr 
uninjured^ and unimpaired tbe rtgbta and 
prtrileges that belong to Iben^ as thyra* 
tional creatures ; that none may presume to 
encroach upon the jtustt liberties of others^ or 
seek to violate those priiiciples of mligiotis 
and eiYil freedom, of «rbich the coastitutton 
of their nstare ^bow^s that all are entitled to 
a reasonable and equitable share. 

Let the humble motm^ of the afflieted and 
distressed attnaet thy merciful uoti^ ; and 
do Tb9m streteh forth thy band to alleviate 
the burdros Unsy eudure> Md to accomplish 
for tbem a spiee^ aiad effectual rdief from 
their sufferings. 

Most mighty G^d } ia mercy accept this 
my earneat pniyar* ^foy my devotioi^ be 
sanctified to me^ aod becoaie happily in^ru* 
mental to increase my piety and enlarge my 
benevoleaee* May I feel myiself more and 
more devoted to Thee^ more and more dis- 
posed and wilKag to siirrefider myself to tbe 
disposals of thy ppovideoee. May I be 
wholly thine both in life aiid in deaths aad 
may the ahimb^ of tb§ grave lend to e 
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blessed resurrection to giory^ honour, and 
immortality. 

Unto Thee; the first and greatest^ the 
wisest and best of beings> may there be 
rendered praise and adoration^ thanksgiving 
and blessing irom all thy creatures^ both 
now uid through tiie unceasing and infinite 
ages of eternity.-^ Amen, 
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uiiodD Uiwitoil mm ^f othr cnwry ]p«ik^ 4# Iky 
iafioibdy' <wtaifaft ^irotitej B6^ ^kmm 
thy ear to the suppMitieo^ <of irib HfqF 
creature, who am perfectly dependant up- 
on Thee, and every moment indebted to 
Thee for life and breath, and all that I 
possess. Continue to me thy accustomed 
benignity — feed me with food convenient 
and suitable for me — ^and preserve me 
from excess of eve#f* hind. Let not such 
abundance be my portion as would estrange 
my soul from Thee^ and in the great pro- 
fusion of thy gifts lead me to forget the 
giver. Preserve me too from tliat poverty 
and destitution which might tempt me to 
set thy laws at defiance, and violate the 
rights of my fellow-citeatures. 

Whatever portion or degree of happiness 
I shall ever enjoy in this world will be the 
effect of thy free and unconstrained bounty. 
I am indebted to thy mercy for the gift of 
reason, and for all the superior iaoulties 
by which I ani distinguished from ether 
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ertedmeg amnn^ Q»f, 1^ I awin^de ca- 
jMUe. of Jtaiomi^» lPl4Ni«, ^nd otfying 
TjNMt^ t^f «qf oytng tfcy /avimr fc#r% aod 
being J)iq!>|qr ifi^ .i^mr m tby kingdom of 
^ery henrnftur^ Ad^r^d be iiby goofb^fi^ ! 
that aa «. KMonnblf^ i^re^iure I ^m m^ 
capmble oC the di^lic^ Oif fdjgicm^ Wi4 Qf 
b€^ Hie i^plQ^et pf tby imor^l goi^eromeiut, 

that as a diriBtian I^^^y ib9 b^aeftt and 
adaaotageofa r^wlatikm fmiii atbow, bgr 
ivbichl Itt.'ve *vy JdRtareat^Qd any diity ns 
well as tbe in«ao8 irf my htfipinisfiti i^t 
before »e in tbie deana^ Jigbt APd witb 
tlie greatest f^frtMaty. 

O diet I may ^kfttUf ^aikamar to 
Qiakea 4liUgent use of alli Hiur. advantages 
aiid prml^ealeDJoy.; tiitf I.aHa{r..MA tbe 
bigfacfit yaloe iipofl the gokptii an^ lore 
til* Lord Jems Oinat io sincefity* <jiktuit 
that I may dtaif grow in tjie koowiedge of 
thy fmU aad 4^f idde tra^ih as it is tfi Jesua- 
< May I: farm and eaecote line most delibf- 
rate*piirpoae 4f{ oonformuig aiy Utfe ealirely 
t€> its precepts. May I be delivered fiwn ajl 
slavish and abject priucipkis, aod Arom all 
uarre^ aiid apgeneMas senttiaente^ Jk>ving 
wfiatThou appnovesrt and^gsrowibg in.wi^- 
doai and true goodne^^i. 
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Give me strength to gotern tny temper 
^^to attain a meek and peaceaAire spirit^ — 
to be modest, cbaritdbie, itDd-heaTrnly 
iiiinded. May my moderation anA bene- 
Tolenoe be extended tbroug^ the' whQie of 
my future life, so that all my oondtfct, a& 

 _ 

^•uell as all my future conversation;^may be 
worthy of my christian character. Dfepose 

-me to Bti consistently irith my en^g^- 

inents ai^ professions as the disciple of a 

meek mid holy Lord and Savioor, ^vho has 
taug'ht us to love and obey Thteeas thre 

•father <rf spirks^—^he fountain of evei»flow- 
ing and inexhaustible benignity — find as a 
God of perfect purity, rectitnd^, andtruib* 
.Grant that 1 may diligently labour to 
acqtMiint wysetf still more and more; ivith 
Thee» -' that I may gain a more ^ peHiect 
knowledge of thy adorable perfediofas by 
th« study of thy works, and by a deeper 
insight into the genuine meamng of every 
parrt of the records of revealed truth, so 
that I may habitnaUy possess an ^awfttl 

' senM'Of ihy glorious excellencies, and love 
and honour Thee with truly rational. aiul 

.devout ^flections, possessing a talm, steady, 
and invigorating principle of piefy^ and 
offering unto Thee the tribute of a pure 
heart and a holy good life^ 
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^cveu'tny mwA eueanw, ynjmg iov thaa 
a«d aDo4>a0tMig inf self tmnods ti^ w 
the spirit df trite <4iritrtiatt caadoor and 
cimrity* Miiyl (ye ^litig4l> do good to 
ail as i ImiFe oppottttmty ; and itudy to be 
«iMfal and exemplary in "wbaXererttttHition 
or cfircfiinf^taDceB I may he placed. And 
may ^it be « itt>Bt efiectnal motheto tins, 
chat by «o dofha^ i i^aii lannitate tbe patfcAru 
set me by ^y Mfered Lord and Master 
JesQa Ghriet. O grant Aat like bun too I 
iMty t^ilcea fileaanft in goiaig aJbaut d^ing 
good. Mid impfwiog e^ery oppmtunity of 
Mcoumging tritth a«d >»irtue as he did, 
odQ^iderii^ it the end for winch iie ' waa 
sent4nto the worid, and the motk which 
he rejotced ^hen he had fiofshed. 

In obedience to his cammaodBy i wevid 
^er ^lilto Thee Any hutable kitereession in 
behalf of sA my bMlhiien el^ mankind. ViBit 
Hhmn, OLardi with the light and kaew- 
Mge of thy traA •; .bring them into the imy 
efKfe, salration^ and happiness^ by iHakiin^, 
known to them the gospdl of Jesus Christ 
Hhe Son of thy lote. May christians study 
fo re8em|;>le their Master, and both to be 
good and to do good continuaUy ; may they 
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be unwearied iaadfliof RiMMMj campataipn, 
^ auid benevolence, and in liieir endeftvoun Co 

promote w nnioh a» in tbsm liefr jLhe welfare 
and happiness of all arwnd them. 
; Enlighten the ministers o£ thy hol^ trMih 
with; a just knowledge of tfaia r^ian tiiey 
undertake to. teach others* RemoYe froin 
thela the impediments, which may stand fu 
tlie way of their overcoming the pre^dtces 
they have imbibed^ and ini^^re them v^iih 
courage to avow theconvictioost which, they 
feeL Let the dew of thy heav.eniy blessing 
descend upon all coogregatioiiB <of thy vvor- 
shipping people in all places. Pour out a 
spirit of true piety upon every meuiber of 
thoin> and let them be particularly distin* 
guished as the disciples of Jesus Christ by 
the harmony^ union^ coucord^ and l6ve thaA 
prevail among them. 

Pity^ good God ! and relieve all that are 
in affliction and sorrow ; all that are in pain 
and suSering, distress of mind or body^ from 
whatever cause. Communicate to them the 
support and consolation of which they stand 
in need. Grant more especially that the 
troubles they now endure may be (he means 
of securing their eternal interests^ aud quali^ 
fying them for more exalted seats lu the 
realms of glory. 
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^84MMer dmri|ft% eiiokeat blesdin^i upon 
all wbd aw near and dear to me-r iny i^a- 
tions and friends — my patrons and benefac- 
tors. Reward all those who have done or 
^rished irie good ; and as I have received 
freely fsom them, may I be disposed freely 
to impart to others. 

Endue me with a riglit and becoming frame 
of mind towards all my fellow-creatures ; to 
those more particularly who have been hoa* 
tile to me and designedly obstructed my wel- 
fare and success in life. I beseech Thee, O 
God ! to turn their hearts and to forgive them 
all their sins and offences* 

Show thyself to be a father to the fatherless 
and the widow's God — a very present help to 
all in time of adversity — ^a refuge to the for* 
lorn and forsaken — and a friend of those who 
know no friend on earth. 

These my imperfect addresses to Thee^ 
the eternal^ infinite^ and inexhaustible foon- 
tain of all happiness ! I would now conclude 
with humbly committing myself and all my 
affairs into^ thy hands^ entreating Thee^ O 
Lord, my heavenly Father ! to take me un- 
der thy special care and protection — to guard 
me against all future dangers — to strengthen 
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me agismt ^^ery wnMiiriiti; temptaitMMi and 
^w1— 4o pi«Berve iiie ffOM eaetf real eril — 
^nd lox^vse aH tilings to W4uk togetker ter 
my final good. 

To Tbee the ^Qpreme Sovereign of ail 
worlds! theoneoidywiie^ lmfig> and tme 
iindl be all honour, prabe, thankigiving'^ 
and btessh^, (for ever. — Amen. ^ 
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. FIFTEENTH AD1>R£SS. 

Gtunai. Fatlier ! Lord of aB confiok^ioit 
and grace ! the suprenie, and uncontroukd 
disposer of < ail events ! mthmxic&tity of heart 
and deep faumility of miid i Wodd aour liftof 
the voiee of pmyer and sapptk^ktion. unto 
Tliee^ And impllote tbjr gracicfiii aJid^Ht^oeaf- 
ing car^i I desire to be found Jfreqaent in 
my prayers^ iamy praiseti. aud'thanksghFtiig 
ioTliee the Lordiny Qod! io.acknoidedge 
boUi my. own .gi9f!a& be^lcsinessili^ insuffi- 
ciency afid my. entire dcpendauce uppr^Thee* 
It highly bec<nui^ me with jay and f^rMi- 
tude.to inror^hip, .servej . and olsNey Thee as 
the authof* of .a)l4^d-rt0 ^v^.t^^aks Iq thf 
holy name for ev:er--4ij devoite myself anrc- 
servedly to Thee iu the puths ^ righteous- 
ness, piety^ and peace^ . 

Porgiye, me^ O my Go*} I tliat 1 >ba#? Ii4>t 
been more constant and freqi^^eiit in the ex- 
ercises of devotion^ and more ttniform and 
regular in my obedience* Forgive me that 
my heart has been at ao^ time inattentive (lo 
wy Qbligatidn^ to Thee my heavenly Father ! 
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whom I am bound by every tie to honour^ 
love, and obey. I would condemn myself 
for every tunsgneaiioa iof thy holy aud righ- 
teous laws — ^for every neglect of duty — for 
evwy degoee of lukemrnittMi aad iodifer- 
enoe of mhith I iiave been goiby . 

I beserch Tbte, O (boa <iod of nrnpef^ to 
fBcdon my mm, to biot out Mil my dt^n^gMA* 
f ions, wui ib tfocept rae as ^iqe cirbo 4« stV 
4Miedbf rsirfieilms to j>e recmmM to Tbee by 
4riie fepeitanae and amexdaien t O m^y I 
ikcinBr sjima be char^tab^e wM) ingyalitiKte 
or li isa be dienoe, bat may tfH fny futof e itfe 
be consiatent wilb my oUiSption«, h^e^, 
tad eMpecArtions : may I be ever duly mind- 
f»I ^ Mie retams I owe to Tbee for thy con- 
linoidl and uwweatted benignity, and <nay my 
lieaM never reproacli me ito len^ as I Tire for 
tny iiisensifbiltty and iitgnititude. 

M«iy 1^ with bttniMe <!onrfid0n<Se^ consider 
myself as heir to those exceeding great and 
pvectooB piwrnises delivered In die gospel 
i^trengtben'my feith that it may bave ainore 
ifivigoratrnj^ kifl^enee over my futare con- 
duct May my obedience be such a» shall 
increiaae and promote my reliance upon 
Ttfee, a^y Gad ! and graut that tbe joy 
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arising from this source may Miittate my 
ol>adience» and confim mf bopei^ aod 
prospects^ a» to anolhef world, uQtil I 
sbaU he, iMppiiy piatar^d to a^l«}sed fit^. 
ness for thy glorious presence. 

O take »e in mcfrcy to those btessf^d re- 
sioirsr where all is joy» haniKmy, and eirer-' 
growing felicity,, sudi as it is not possiUe 
for the human heart to conceive, hut what 
is assuredly prepared for all that truly 
love Thee and keep thy commandments. 
Be graciously attentive to the wants and 
necessities of all that are in poverty, sor- 
row, or distress of any kind. Incline me 
to sympathize with them under their 
several afflictions ; and to be at all times 
willing to assist, as &r as lies in my pow- 
er, to alleviate the burdens under which 
they labour. Impart gladness to the 
mourners in e^ery region of the earth ; give 
them the oil 4>f rejoicing Instead of sorrow, 
and the clothing ef praise instead of the 
spirit of ^heaviness. 

Fulfil the tdesires and petitions which I 
now present unto lliee, O thou God of my 
life and the lenglhemer out of my days ! 
The government of the whole universe and 
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alt itM affiacird is Mtiretjr in thy blinds. Thy 
dominion iM supi^me — thy power uBlimited 
— and the glory of thy perfections and 
adorable attributes is from everteuiting to 
everlasting. 

Blessing and praise, thanksgiving, 
glory, and honour, be ascribed to Thee 
for ever and ever. — Amen. 
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SIXTEENTH ADDRESS. 

Most glorious and holy Lord God 
Almighty ! Thou art the confideace aud 
joy of every virtuous creature to whom 
Thou hast made thyself known. Thou 
preservest all nature in existence, and 
maintainest the beauty and order of all 
thy works. Righteous is thy govemment, 
and most faithful is thy word. - Thy pro- 
vidence watches over all with unceasing 
care ; and all thy commands are upright, 
just, and good. 

I desire to render unto Thee, O Thou 
most glorious and ever merciful God ! my 
sincere thanks for the manifold blessings I 
have continually received at thy hands; 
nor would I acknowledge them with ardent 
gratitude only, but with earnest and hearty 
purposes of acting agreeably to them. 
Thou hast exercised a wise and gracious 
guardianship over me from the beginning 
ot* that life which thy goodness at first be« 
stowed, and which thy mercy has thus far 
continued unto me. By Thee my wants 
have been supplied — from Thee all my 

H 
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enjojrnients hare proceeded, and Thou stiU 
crownest my days with loving-kindness 
and tender mt^cy. 

I thank Thee, O Lord ! for the gift of 
reason, and all the treasnres of knowledge 
Thou hast opened to roy view — that Thou 
^hast formed me for the practice of religion 
• — that Thon hast given t«e «o many op- 
port«iiitie>< 4w the cnitiration of my mind, 
atidtheattaimnctit/jf my true happiness — 
that Thon hast endowed me with social 
^afl[^ctimi9, and placed me in a tsocial state 
where I can enjoy a variety of pleasures 
from the frtendiy and assiduous attentions 
of ray brethren. 

T«o thy goodness I ascribe all the present 
censolatrons arid joys, of what I humbly 
trust is a sincei'e though defective holiness. 
I thank Thee, good God ! for the various 
di^peuKations of thy providence in favour 
of religion, and for the means used to pro- 
mote the happiness of mankind in the 
sevei^l ages of the world. But above all, 
I praise and bless thy holy name for the 
-exceeding riches of thy grace in Jesus 
CArist my Lord ! whom Thou hast sent to 
declare thy holy will unto mankind — ^to 
lead as by his heavenly instructions and 
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excellent exajnpile to the love an<l practice^ 
of uaiversal goodnef^ — to assure us of par- 
don and acceptaiK^e ufpoo repentance and 
newness of life — to lay before us the awful 
solemnities of a futuFe j udgmeut, aiid to 
con&rni to us the joyful bope of glory,, 
honour, and iixmK>rta)ity« 

Great c^Alse bast Thau given me to re* 
joice that though Ottr h^^ly religion hasi 
b^en corrupted, and it^9 divine %bt' dark- 
en^), I now pot^ess so.innny >advantage9 
£i>r knowing ;tb$ Iru^h a^ it is in Jesns^ 
Christ, $if[id ihat.Lfttrll enjoy my christian 
|i>riyiteg^8, none making me afraid. ' I ren 
gret> O Lord! that 1 t>ave not always been 
mindtul oi ilidse privileges^ nor Improvea 
tbont as J;.OHgbt. td h^fe doiiei I have, 
ik9»\ too oftjen* ihsfrnfteA fr^Ojffi, the hol^^ 
coininaoduH'iLts (ii^iWeretJ toaie, and m^y 
lected the divine injunctions xYhich Ihav^ 
received. I have disre.i^arded the gre^t ex- 
ample set before me and the precious prot- 
misife to which I have been called. Mj 
only hope is in thy mercy, and in that 
mercy Thou hast encouraged me to hope. 

Save me, Lord ! I most earnestly pray, 
from the dominion of the unworthy habits 
1 have contracted; (live me power to 
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triumph over the influence of them, and ^ 
Enable me in the future course, of my life 
to act agreeably to the professions 1 have 
niade^ and the desires which 1 now cherish. 
Let me be deeply impressed with a gense 
of thy continual presence; and as I value 
thy favour and dread thy displeasure, let 
iiie abstain from every forbidden indul- 
gence and gratification. 

To thy most merciful protection, heavenly 
Father ! I would now commend myself, my 
friends, and all my fellow-creatures, be- 
seeching Thee to do for me and for them 
abundantly more and better than I am 
able to express ; for Thou art the omni- 
scient and all-sufficient God, who art inti- 
mately acquainted with the wants and ne- 
cessities of all thy creatures, and possessed 
of all power to grant them the assistance 
and support of which they sUmd in need. 
And now unto Thee the only wise, 
living, and true God! be honour and 
glory, thanksgiving, blessing, and praise, 
for evermore. — Amen. 
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SEVENTEENTH ADDRESS. 

O Thou who rulest ovqr all,. supreniQ 
and unrivalled i to Thee I am indebted; 
for the existence I enjoy, and for all the 
means Tvbich caadnce to render that ex-^ 
istence a. blessing and a comfort to me. 
If I continue in life, and etxperieace bap- 
pifkeas from ita ppoioogation, it i$ because 
Thqu c^tioueBt to take care of Hae* May 
1 never forget how incessantly I am de- 
pendant upon Thee, and how utterly im- 
possible it i& to possess any thing but what. 
iH t^ie fr09 and gracious gift of thy bounty* 

Thou didst cause me to enter into life, 
and at thy word I was created. It is thy 
will that I should continue to exist All 
illy capacities and powers are deinved from 
Thee ; and were thy sustaining hand with- 
drawn but for a moment, I should return to 
tbe dust from which I was originally tal^en. 

Most adorable art Thou, O God ! in the 
display of thy perfections to all thy intelli- 
gjent creation ! The eyes of all are upon 
Thee, and Thou givest them tlieir food in 
due season. Thou contiuuest the won- 
4<^rfal order that reigns in the universej^ 
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and which promotes the welfare of every 
indivktoal. Thou caus^st the gloriou8 I u- 
luinary of the day to shiue. and it diffuses 
light, and heat, and plenty over the face of 
the earth. Thou givest being to innumera- 
ble plants, tress, and animals for the use 
of mankind ; and providest every thing- 
necessary to repder those who live in con- 
formity to thy laws easy and happy. 

From day to day Thou fosterest in ^ me 
that spark of spiritual and divine life which 
raises me to a superiority over the beasts 
that perish, which assimilates me to angels 
and unites me to thyself. Every day Thou 
conferrest favours and blessings upon me 
and upon all the children of men. Without 
Thee I should be destitute of all power to 
contribute to my own comfort and well- 
beinj, and the fairest prospects that I 
might imagine were before me, would fade 
away and be for ever lost 

Accept then, O thou Creator and Father 
of all ! my sincere thanks, that in bestow- 
ing upon me this dignified existence, Thou 
hast given me an opportunity of raising 
my mind to Thee and of rejoicing in the 
thought of Thee and of thy universal 
governiiient. Exalted indeed is the honour 
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ofb^ingroade capable of holding commu- 
nioii with Thee, and of laying before Thee 
the wants and wishes — the desires and ne- 
cessities of my soul. 

But, O Lord ray God ! how are my ob- 
ligations to adore, to love, to praise, and 
rejoice in Thee elevated and increased, 
when I contemplate thy rich grace and 
goodness to myself and to mankind in and 
through Jesus Christ, and all the precious 
treasures of thy grace and mercy revealed 
in his gospel ! Blessed for'ever be thy holy 
name that he has pointed out in the clearest 
manner the path of truth, of virtue, and 
happiness, so that all may know Thee 
their father to be the only true and living. 
God, merciful, lenient^ and kind even to 
the greatest of sinners ; and when they re- 
pent and amend, ready to forgive their 
qffences and to receive them again into 
favour. 

Grant most gi:acious God I that all men 
may be brought to imitate the example of 
Jesus Christ — to imbibe his spirit — and to 
resemble him in a sincere and unaffected 
piety to Thee, and an unbounded bene- 
volence to all their brethren. Incline, 
the hearts of all to make his gospel the 
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constant rule of their conduct^ and to take 
him for their instructor, their master, and 
their guide. 

May it please Thee, O God I to increase 
and strengthen the faith of all mankind in 
this heavanly' dispensation. Grant that it 
jnay become a more active principle, and 
render all men^more fruitful in good work^, 
that the kingdom of. the Messiah may be 
snlarged and extended to the uttermost 
parts of the earth, and all may know, k>ve, 
and obey Thee Ihun the greatest noto the 
least. May Christianity be fnee frooa all 
superstitioa and error, and from every thing 
that has tended to deform its native excei* 
lence and beanty, 

« Grant that in every nation Ikose who are 
invested with civil authority may exercise 
it in thy fear and to thy glory. May they 
be men of int^rity, hating covetousness, 
disposed to administer justice in mercy, 
and without respect of persons. Btess the 
ruling powers in this my native land — ^pre- 
serve them within the limits of their duty — 
and let tliem be ever raindfal of the solemn 
account tiiey must one day give before the 
judgmant seat of Christ. 
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Clothe the public ministers of religion 
with the robes of righteousness, purity* 
and truth. Enable them to proceed in 
their sacred office with indefatigable in- 
dustry and perseverance, and crown their 
labours of love with the happiest and mdst 
extensive success. 

Hear the humble prayers I would offer 
unto Thee on behalf of all my suffering 
fellow-creatures. All their pains, their 
griefs, their sighs and sorrows are per- 
fectly known to Thee : to Thee, therefore, 
iti humble- and cheerful reliance on thy 
providential goodness, I would now offer 
my earnest intercession for iheir reii^fj and 
I desire to express on their account those 
humble requests, which- it would become 
me to offer for myself were I in their situa- 
tion. In every place may saduess.and 
mourning give place to gratitude and joy 
— to thanksgiving and praise. 

To Thee the great eternal fountain of 
all good — the bounteous bestower of every 
good and perfect gift ! may the most ex- 
alted praises be ascribed by all thy crea- 
tures Itenceforth and for evermore. — Amen, 



84 



EIGHTEENTH ADDRESS- 

O Lord I Thou art God, even Tbou 
s^ne» a God of aimighty pow€r, uoaearcb^ 
able wisdom aud perfect geodoess I Tbdir 
poMesseat in tbfself ev«ry exceiience . that 
ic attractive Qf tbe. love and reyereuce oi 
every reasonable creature. . Thou haat aot 
original^ independent, r and wi«£ep^ble. 
riglrt, not only to the governuifnt of tfaia 
world and to tha direction and conduct o£ 
all human afSiirs, but to universal away? 
iii»d dOittinioia, As the clay in the hsmfH 
of tlie potter, so are we in thy bands — to 
do with us as seemeth good in thy »ig^ 

It m happy for me, O thou Father q£ 
mercies ! that I am under thy governmeiit^ 
for the laws and statutes of tl)y kingdom 
are the result of perfect wisdom aud bene* 
Yoience ; and the rewards which Thou hast 
set before thy rational offspritig are intended 
to promote the peace, order, and happi- 
ness of alL When clouds and darkness 
appear to surround. Thee, and the ways of 
thy providence are involved and intricate, 
J would still maintain the most high aud 



honourable thoughts of Thee, and ever re- 
pose an humble placid confidence in thy 
power and mercy. Thy truth and faith- 
fulness are from everlasting to everlasting 
to diem that fear thy name, who love Thee 
^th their hearts and souls, and keep thy 
•commandments. 

Under the influence of these religious 
tsentiments I would now offer my humble 
addresses unto Thee the Lord tny God ! 
who art good to all, and rich in mercy to 
all who call upon Thee in truth. As a 
citizen and member of the christian com- 
munity, I would pray for Jews and Gen- 
tiles and for all that have erred from the 
true faith of thy holy gospel, entreating 
Thee to bring tliem speedily to the know- 
ledge -of Thee, the only true God, and of 
JesuM Christ whom Thou bast sent. 

Grant O God ! that the purity of the 
christian faith and worship may be accom- 
panied with the greatest purity of heart 
and life, and with the practice of every 
virtue among all classes, ranks, and orders 
of society. May they be careful to walk as 
children of the light, and conscientiously en- 
deavour to let it appear in their lives that 
the fear of God rules in- their heart — that it 
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is a rational, uniforai, and animating prin. 
ciple — and that it consists in humility and 
rectitude of spirit — in purity of heart — in 
heavenly dispositions and devout affections. 

I humbly beseecli Thee, the great 
Governor of the world ! that Thou wilt ex- 
tend the borders of the Saviour's kingdom, 
and that idolatry, superstition, and tyranny 
may for ever cease. May the wickedness 
of the wicked come to an end, and may 
the just and upright be everywhere 
established. Put an end to oppression 
and persecution in every form and degree. 
May the rights of private judgment be 
everywhere maintained and secured ; and 
may men be allowed to follow the 
dictates of their own unbiassed reason 
without molestation or injury in the 
smallest respect. 

Pity and sustain, gracious God ! all 
who are afflicted or distressed. Hasten 
the time when those who mourn and sit in 
sackcloth shall be comforted; and when 
those who are now borne down by oppres- 
sion and sorrow shall be relieved and re- 
stored. Convert to the lasting bentfit of 
the souls of thy people the paius^ ^nd 
sorrows to which Tltou renderest them 
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sabject ui this mwtal life. Out of the fur- 
nace of affliction may they cone forth puri- 
fied and refioed^ and vralk henceforward 
bofore Thee in the practice of all piety^jrir- 
toe^ and goodnete^ 

May the rulers of the world be men of 
justice and generosity^ divesting themsehres 
of all sinister^ corrupt^ and unworthy mo- 
tives^ and judging righteons judgment. May 
they learn to temper the severity of law with 
equity and mercy^ and be anxious to make 
government appear in the eyes of all^ what 
it was designed to be — an ordinance of 
Thecj the eternal Ruler ! for the promotion 
of the highest and best interests of men 
upon the earth. 

Arm the ministers of thy word with the 
l!f eapons of holy eloquence and rational per* 
suasion. Enable Ihemto wield with effect 
the swwd of the spirit^ and protect them 
from every evil by the helmet of salvation* 
Inspire those whom it is their duty to in- 
struct with the warmest zeal for religion 
that is consistent with knowledge and cha^^ 
rity. Make them emulous of being distin-* 
guished for their ardour^ unanimity, and 
mutufl good-will. 



L 



88 

Enable the i^ed* to avoid the gina and 
failings Vhieh frequently atsdiMparty tf#- 
vanced yenrw. Raise their mttidd to the 
eontemptetion oPthe Mioty that awaitr- the 
patient sufferer of pain and' decttf. Grariit 
tbenfy Ibrtllude fcr meet- iHe dppYOadi df death 
\vfthd«rt diarm or apprehetmsion ; atid when 
the CO n^lhtlitig* scene of aitt earthly edneerns 
atYfves-, mny tftey eaf ml j nMgn tbet r spin ts 
into thy hands as into the handi of » fiiithftii 
and gracious creator. 

Pl'esenre^Hie young* from- the infittenee of 
thoso passions and desire!^- wftiolv if fndat^ed 
must brrn^ a stain \i\Hm their oharaoter^ »nd 
unftt tfremr fbr the proper disebtfrge of the 
duties of maturer age. Grant them stt^ngth 
of mind* to* reject theadl^ice which WoaM do- 
f^rade »nd disKonour them ; atid indine'tbeir 
hearts tO^Ke love and cuUivaftioiio^ eyeryMr- 
tUo that wilt'femler them useftd^ wwthy^ and 
aiiiiabte fn> )ifb; 

ilear me, O thou- God of Ibvc !^ in (Jieser 
my imperfect* prayers and praises: Bfey 
thy blessing attendand sanctify to me ftir 
my humbft attempt to perform a necessary 
duty, that' it may be the means of establish- 
ing ray feet in the path of truth and tfrtue, 
that I may finally attain to thy kingdom 
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of joy and glory, and be made eternally 
happy with Tb^e aod with all thy chosen 
and approved servants for evermore. 

AatA Qfrar onto 'Wme .the God /of peace^ 
the God wd Falhor of #Kes4Ki«Chriflt, ^nd of 
all ro anfci a d l I y/miMmQtibe ntsfeigned ai^d 
cveelatting fi^nis^.—Ame». 
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ADDRESS. 

O Thou^ eternal and inejdiaiiatiUe aource^ 
whence flow the streams of light and life 
which diffuse themselves tfaroiighont all 
woridt^ and all the different orders of beings ! 
Thou art the supreme disposer of every 
event — the father and friend, the benefactor 
and preserver of all thy creatures. Loudly 
as all nature proclaims this to me^ 1 am still 
more distinctly and fully taught to consider 
Thee under these gracious and consolatory 
relations by Jesus Christ thy Son, my 
Saviour and Redeemer. 

O Lord ! I earnestly pray that so kind a 
Father^ so good a God as Thou vxi, may 
possess my whole heart with all the love, 
reverence, and admiration which I am capa- 
ble of cherishing. Ever may I cheerfully 
submit to all thy dispensations, knowing that 
Thou art the unerring Judge of what is 
right, and at all times consultest the happi- 
ness of thy creatures. Into thy hands, there- 
fore would I freely and unreservedly commit 
myself,^ praying that I may pass the remain- 
der ci my days under thy special care and 
protection. 
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Guided awd- 4ef^^€d by Th^e, may I 
£ear no evil mot be difoiayed hy tb« d^g^ers 
that everywhere surroaiid me. May Ijcbeer- 
fiilly perseyere ia every p^aci of my duty 
throi^b all tbe vicimludes «id iclmiiges ib«t 
await me. In every prospierons ev^nt .may 
I i^JQioe :iu Thee w the gvi^cious mthor 
of it Ja ^very nfflliotive aeene^ ^heitiier it 
rogiird my 4wn {pqrsoa pr :tho»e ithftf Are dear 
*o me, miiy a iwiae (rf ttiy univierfiri gowiB- 
m^i^.emKii^e me to dismMfs ^vi^i^y dio^ Mid 
sufifpioion^ and 'to turn my eye» >fUttiof -oenfi- 
dencej^nd faith to Thee my ^Yi^x merdlal 
protector and gHftrdtan. 

J. give thanks to Thee, thopi God of. all 
gopdness ! for every tbi^g which tends to 
cberisb. and increase within me thjis /cowoling 
idea^ which makes me feel the yalue of the 
happiness which Thou hast put into my 
power> and tends to unite tuy soul Ao Trh^e 
jn the bonds ef Uiemost inviolable and nn- 
changeable attacbme^. 

May th^ pouviotion Uiat Tbou art my God 
be ever present to my mind ; may it blend 
itself with all my other thoughts and senti* 
jment?^ and become an abundant source of 
consolation and joy. May it auimate me to 
a diligent ind feiichful dischar^^c of my duty^ 

I 3 



02 

and incite me to persevere even unto the end 
in the ways of holiness and obedience, so 
that I may finally receive a crown of life 
which the Lord the righteous Judge shall 
give roe at that time when all that is impt^r- 
fe^ct shall be done away« and all who truly 
love and obey Thee shall be admitted to the 
glories of thy presence and kingdom above. 

Whatever Thou seest that is still deficient 
and unworthy of me^ do Thou of thy infinite 
goodness enable me to correct and reforni. 
Teach me to discern in the clearest manner 
the odiottsness and deformity of all sin and 
folly in thy sight ; and cease not, O God ! to 
strive with me until Thou hast enabled me to 
put away every thinj^ that is inconsistent with 
my profession and to perfect holiness in thy 
faith and fear. 

To these my prayers for myself I would 
now humbly add my supplications for all my 
fellow-mortals — for all who are yet strangers 
to true religion and are not sensible of tl>e 
great and good things Thou hast done for 
them. May alt be speedily converted to the 
faith of thy holy g'o«ipel^ and understand the 
truth as jt is in Jesus Christ our Lord, that 
by acting agreeably to its precepts, they 
w IV receive tiie for>»'ivue^sof sius iiaduttuiu 
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to an inheritunce amongst them Ihat are 
truly sanctified. 

M'dy the rulers of mankind, in imitation 
of Thee the g^reat Father of the universe, 
learn to exercise judgment, righteousness, 
and equity in the earth. May they and ail 
those over whom they rule learn as fellow- 
creatures to sympathise with one another^ 
and as much as in them lies, endeavour 
to alleviate the afflictions and lessen the 

sorrows of each other. 

« 

May a spirit of mercy and kindness per- 
vade all orders and classes of thy people. 
May they cherish that meekness and hu- 
manity which our holy religion and the 
example of our blessed Master strongly 
inculcate, remembering that by no better 
criterion can they be knpwn to be his dis- 
ciples than by the love which they have 
one for another. May they be anxious to 
maintain their claim to this honourable dis- 
tinction, and rejoice evermore in the wise 
and prudent4)art they have chosen. 

Grant that the suffering sons and daugh- 
ters of mortality may experience not only 
all the alleviation which the tender assidui- 
ties of their brethren can administer, but 
may fuel the supporting influence of a firm 
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and steady reliance on thy' nnceasiDg and 
infinite goodness. Enable them to view 
with ilnmoved coiDposure the approach 
of that awful reason when, their flesh and 
their strength failing, they mnst go to the 
hottse appointed for all living. 

For myself I would repeat my humble 
SJuppUcatioii that thy blessing may attend 
me'ki the ;way of iny duty, that after a 
life of holiness^ <Mroth, and irtghteousne^s 
here on earth, I may iiappily attaia to !thy 
kingdcffii of joy And glory ia .the pure and 
-faa^y regions of {»eace JUid iowe^ where 
-sin and soivow, paio and mImi^s, decay 
and 4leath shMl i>e kaown no m^re. 

iSanetify y blessed <jtod ! Ibis iDOst glori- 
«ous ^prospect to me. Let it itsaosform xay 
heart and jmind to all thsft aS' good and 
/i^irtufMis. iQakle-me through life, iSttppf»rt 
me m death, ^and wlien ny ^es shall 
be closed upon e?ery earthly scene, 
grant^me a partieipatioa of these idel^bt- 
ful realities^ the anticipation^ of which is 
iouwt gratifying to my soul. Hear me in 
iieaven where Thou r^gnest in the midiit 
of the most exalted and devoted of thy 
'erea4:ures; and tite highest ascriptions of 
4ionour, |>rai8e, a^d powjer, be lo Thee 
i'or evenuore. — Amen, 
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TWENTIETH AIHlllfiSS. 

O Lord most holy, O God most n^htjr. 
Thou merdfol preserver of thy creatdres t 
it becomes us and all Ae cliildreii of meii 
to bow down before thy footstool to mimft 
the greatness of tfiy majesty, and to itoplore 
thy finvonr and protectaoik 

I acknowledge mjwMtt Ike nnder the 
highest obl^tkma to worriiip and obejr 
Thee as tfie God of natare and the over- 
mUng duector of all things in heaven and 
on eardi ; hot above all as the God and 
Father of onr Lord and Savionr Jeans 
Christ Rich have been the manifestations 
of thy goodness in and thrai^h him ; and 
as he hath tai^t me, I wonid now implore 
tby mercy and favour towards myself and 
ail mankind. 

O thou Almighty God I whilst Thou 
hast wisdom ted goodness to chiise, and 
unbounded power to perform whatever 
Thou seest necessary to my happiness, 
T1k>u hast a tender regard for every part 
of thy universal faorily ; I and all mankind 
are thy oflT^pring, and Thou hast the 
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highest parental claim to iny filial love, 
reverence^ and obedience. 

Dispqfte ^e fyer to sanctify Time in my 
heart — ^to honour Thee with my lips — ^to 
5^>¥r£^.all thy periectMMi8--nw4 to ghve 
fmto Xhee ^be glory and <the .|»aiae «f all 
j\\j. wonderful n^^ka. 'Xhaii Mt jt God 
fifppV/^ f^ holmes, a X^g lOf :»fMttea3 

Bestow upon gu; I JiM9«^h ^^^9^ O my 
Jjither! yhnt^yt (iji iva ceB ii ir y,^ jtte siip- 
{Wtrt md uiiproiwnwt.^j^y MimA, Mid 
foir 4he wfii»teiMuioe wd cgWiiFfth ;oyf all 
g0pdii«sa 4tn4 virtue witlM» mt^ jMay it 
f9ila^9^ T)h«e t9«qm>ly al} t\m xranteiKf my- 
ii^lf And ^«|i5iwi|ikind., botd <9f |»o^ mi 
wind — ^t^ M<^ me iq my ^anldly nub- 
ptapce.; }^nt #boy^ aU J ib^Mi^b Thee to 
iUei^ mein.^U my spiritnitj eonc^o^f and 
to enable m&iQ walk at all tim^s in a man- 
ner worthy of my christian vocation. 

J {entreat .Tbep^tp fcnsif^ me iko^ jins 
wfa^tber in bfairt «r life by fwhiQh I have at 
-any tinv^ offmiied Thee— diJSihonouiied thy 
holy nai»f — wronged M^y of iny o^bbours 
— or /don^ injtvy 1x> my i^wn aonh And 
as a.mefiQS Qf obta^oiag thy faFour^ may I 
cultivate :a spirit of mec^kneat, patiencet 
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condesdenmoo/ and foirbearance to all 
around vae; foi^ving all v^o bare ddne 
or wished me evil, and being ready to d<y 
acts of substantial kifidtteM^ to all without 
exception. 

O grant me grsioe to take a lively delight 
in doing ^ood to all as I have opportunity, 
imitating my Lord aind' Saviour Jesus^ 
Christ ^vbo went abcfut doing good, and 
iitially, became obedient* unto deefth that 
be might give the most powerful attestk-^ 
tion bodi to the sincerity oB }m* pi^fte6ion9 
and to the truth of his hoty gospel, and 
provQOte as much as m hitti^ lay then eternal 
salratioa o^ mankind*. 

Hear me, gracious €bd! whilstT hum- 
bly impk^e thy nrfercifliFgikidttnice tferough 
tkjt remainder of life. Let me never de- 
tittte from a' steady sidheretfce to ttte*reKgfoii 
of the gospel, and an unremitting at^d faith- 
fnL obedience to all itl^ precepts. May I 
n^ver mom be drawn aside either by my 
own appetites and passiotii^, or by tAie' in- 
judicious or corrupt counsel of any of my 
fellow-creatures. May I never be en- 
tangled by the snares ofvice, or be in any 
instance overcome by the temptations that 
surround me. 
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To Thee I detire to look op at all times 
as my delirerer from danger — mj 8iip|>ort 
und^r distress — and the alleviator of mj 
troubles. Thoii alone art possessed of 
power adequate to my assistance at ail 
times. Thou alone canst relieve me from 
extremity of suflfering; and when all 
earthly things are vanishing from my sight. 
Thou alone canst supply a balm of con- 
solation to render the pain of dissolution 
light and tolerable. The government of 
this world and all its affairs is entirely in 
thy hands — thy dominion is supreme — thy 
authority is uncontroulable and universal 
— and the glory of thy perfections is from 
everlasting to everlasting. 

Most devoutly would I ascribe to Thee 
the supreme eternal Jehovah ! the sovereign 
Ruler of all worlds, and the merciful guide 
and guardian of all who put their trust in 
Thee, glory, honour, praise, and power^ 
thanksgiving and blessing, throughout all 
ages, for evermore.— ^mea. 
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TWENTY-FIRST ADDRESS. 

O Almighty, most boly^ and glorious 
Cod ! whose kind providence protects and 
guides, and whose spirit auimates and en- 
livens me. Of myself I am a frail and im- 
perfect creature, and continually dependent 
upon Thee; but I feel strength and comfort 
in the relation in which 1 stand to Thee, 
for Thou art the most high God — who art 
infinitely wise, powerful, and good — who 
jk no west all my wants, and all the means 
of supplying them. Thou knowest what 
is most conducive to my happiness, and 
art both willing and able to provide what- 
ever is requisite to secure it 

Yea, O Lord ! Thou art my Father, 
Thou never ceasest to act with paternal 
kindness to me* Whether Thou giantest 
or refusest my requests — whether Thou 
causest me to rejoice iu the ^ood ihings I 
possess, or to be atHictt^d by the loss of 
them — whether Thou openest thy hand 
to enrich me with thy gifts, or layest 
it upon me for co r.ciion, stUi 1 would 
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acknowledge with the liveliest gratitude 
thy fatherly compasmon and care. 

1 desire, O Lord ! to love Thee with all 
my heart, with all my mind, and with all 
my strength. 1 see it to be perfectly fit 
and right that Thou shoukiest be the ob- 
ject of the highest exertions of gratitude 
which 1 am capable of making, and that 
I ought joyfully to submit to all thy dis- 
pensations. Accept then, I humbly be- 
seech Thee, the serious and devout dedi- 
cation of myself to Thee my God, and 
strengthen and confirm the fixed purpose 
of my soul to live to Thee, and act agreea- 
bly to thy holy and blessed will. 

Whether the path in which I may be 
called to walk shall be smooth or rug- 
ged, easy or difficult, light or overclouded, 
I pray that 1 may walk with firmness and 
alacrity, persuaded, that while 1 love, re- 
vere, and obey Thee, I shall be approach- 
ing to that happiness for which Thou hast 
de^iigned me. O let this persuasion com- 
fort and rejoice my soul diiriug my pil* 
gritiiage On earth. Let me ever be looking 
to Thee as the rock on which 1 may securely 
depend^— as the anchor of my ht>pes — as 
the sure foundation which will never fail^ 
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nor ever disappoint the expectations which 
1 may reasonably indnlge. 

May the conviction that Thou watchest 
over nie for my good, be at all times pre^ 
sent to my niind, and become so intimately 
united with all my thoughts and senti« 
ments, that I may be growing daily more 
virtuous, more tranquil and happy. Grant 
that nothing in future life may ever estrange 
iny heart from Thee, nor ever efface from 
my mind the indissoluble connection which 
Thou hast ordained between virtue and 
happiness on tl>e one hand, and between 
disobedience and misery on the other* 
And may the firm belief of this ever prove 
to me, and to all thy children in every part 
of the earth, an abundant source of consor 
lation and joy. r 

Most devoutly would I pour out tbej 
prayer of intercession to Thee, the supreme 
Ruler of the universe ! for the welfare and 
comfort of every nation, every fanxilyi andj 
every individual that live». May it please 
Thee to bestow upon all, those merciesit 
both temporal and spiritual, which theift 
several cases and circunastances may re^ 
cjuire; aikd may thy bounty and goodnesa 
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in granting^ them produce their proper 
fruits of gratitude aud obedience. 

Grant that all men everywhere may be 
speedily blessed with the light of the gos- 
pel, and be brought to know Thee^ the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
Thou hast sent. May thy ancient people 
(the Jews) be converted to the faith of the 
gospel, and the fulness of the Gentiles be 
brought in. May all who profess the faith 
of the gospel live in dutiful obedience to 
thy holy will, and let their light so shine 
before them, that men may see their good 
works, and glorify Thee their Father in 
heaven. 

In behalf of all who suffer under afflic- 
tion and trouble of any kind, 1 implore 
thy merciful regards. Remove or mitigate 
their sorrow and distress — supply their 
wants — lay no more upon them than Thou 
wilt enable them to bear with unrepining 
patience, and grant them a happy and 
joyful deliverance. May all their suffer- 
ings be sanctified to them, and produce 
the peaceable fruits of righteousness in 
the hearts and lives of themselves and all 
that are connected with them^ so that tbj 
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l^acioiis and benev Vnt intentionB in afBie- 
tiug them may be happily accomplished. . 

Bless all my n lations, frieiuis, and 
benefactors with whateTer is necessary JTor 
life and godliness; and, by a wise and 
becoming improvement of thy mercies 
here, may they be gradually forming to 
a blessed fitness for the glories of thy pre- 
sence and kingdom when time shall be no 
more. Direct all who mourn for the siw 
and follies of mankind to adopt the moat 
prudent and judicious expedients to cor- 
rect and amend them* May a spirit of 
reformation shew itself amongst all ranks 
and classes of society, and may the efforts 
of those who would check and stifle it be 
feeble and unavailing. 

Give wisdom to parents to watch over 
the education of their offspring with unip* 
ceasing diligence and care. Enable them 
to discern, in their earliest stage, those 
propen -cities which being overlooked may 
briu!^ after them the most afflictive and un- 
happy ronse(juences. Implant in the lio- 
souis of the yo.uig a temper of ready and 
cheerful coniphaiice with the reasonable 
wishe.< and coinmand-i of tlieir superiors in 
age and knowledge, and dispose them^to 
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act at all times upon the true principles of 
filial piety^ gratitude, and love. 

O Lord my ;God ! vouchsafe to hear my 
prayers — to accept my prai^s — and to 
bless, prosper, and sanctify to me the 
duty I have now endeavoured to dischargee. 
Pass by the imperfections and deficienci^t 
vi^bich cannot but be visible to tby penetra* 
ting eye ; and as my years shall by tby 
mercy be protracted upon the earth, may I 
be enabled to approach nearer and nearer 
to that standard of excellence which Thou 
bast appointed in the gospel of Jesus Christ 
the Saviour of the world. 

And now with all possible reverence, 
homage, and humility, I would devoutly 
and gratefully ascribe unto Thee all power, 
glory, blessing, and praise^ henceforth and 
for evermore. — Amen» 
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TWENTY-SECOND ADDRESS- 

O Lord! almighty and eternal God! 
vrhile creatpres change Thou art the same ; 
while our days are passing away, thy years 
suffer no diminution ; but Thou livest and 
reignest unchangeable and immortal. I 
pray that myself and all my fellow-crea- 
tures may be brought to attend to those 
lessons which thy attributes and excellen- 
cies should teach us, so that every day 
may find us advanced in our preparation 
for that glorious season of peace, happi- 
ness, and joy for which , Thou hast de- 
signed us. 

Grant that I may become more and 
more disposed to enter seriously into my 
own heart — to institute a solemn scrutiny 
into my life and conduct — an<l to di»ceni 
distinctly the use and advantage I have 
made of the privileges^ I have enjoyed, and 
the occa!sions afforded me to serve and 
obey Thee my God ! May my self-ex- 
amination be directed to discover whether 
I have unjfi>rmly endeavoure I (p do ^od 
to all around me from a priuca^ijtj. of ooe* 
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dience to Thee, and a 8en5?e of their being 
my brethren, thy children, and the objects 
of thy gracious notice and regard. 

O most mercitiil God ! 1 pray Thee to 
for^ve whatever 1 may have done amiss 
through surprise, inadvertency, and inat- 
tention. Give me wisdom to be more upon . 
my guai*d fur the future. Incline me to a 
hearty and unfeigned condemnation of 
myself for every transgression of thy holy 
laws ; and grant that from a just discon- 
tent with myself, and the reproaches of 
my own conscience, I may detect my sin 
and make a firm resolution to av(Hd it for 
the time to come. 

Upon these terms I humbly trust that 
I may rely upon thy pardoning mercy, 
of which Thou hast given mankind the 
strongest assurances in tlu^ g >spel of thy 
well-beloved Son JesOs Christ. And 
for ever may my soul bless and praise, 
magnify and adore thy sacred and divine 
majesty for thi:^ display of thy infinite 
go*>.uie.NS and love lo thy creatures. The 
tongues cf the most exalted beings caDtiot 
sutticieiiliy exiol Tliee for this instance of 
thy heuevoleiue, nor utter tlie p.a;se8 
wtacii are mobC justly due unto Thee.. 
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I would meekly commend myself to tte 
guidance and direction of thy enlightening 
spirit, beseeching Thee to preserve me 
from the numerous snares bv which I am 
everywhere surrounded. O let not any of 
the fascinating allurements of this world 
have power to draw me aside for a moment 
from' that fidelity of attachment which I 
owe to Thee. Disarm prosperity of its in-* 
fluence to render me unmindful of my duty 
to Thee, or indisposed to cherish the grati- 
tude which should ever glow in my breast. 

May adversity be equally ineffectual to 
alienate my heart from Thee, or to create 
in me the slightest suspicion that thy wis- 
dom and goodness are not infinite and un- 
alterable. Wean me from every propensitj 
to complain or murmur at thy dispensa- 
tions ; and let me receive the sweetest con- 
solation from the assurance ths^t thy tender 
mercies are over all thy works, and that 
no real evil shall overtake those who live 
an upright and a holy life. 

Accept my devout intercession for all 
my brethren of mankind. I beseech Thee- 
to put a stop to the progress of .despotism, 
bigotry, and superstition ; and may truth 
and virtue, which have been too long 
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neglected and despised npon earth, beeome 
completely victorious over error and vice. 
Gnmt an abundant share of wisdom aud 
courage to all the friends of virtue and 
truth ; may they fearlessly avow the con^ 
victions of their own minds and use the 
most eligible means to recommend the 
practice of everything that is excelieotaad 
good to their fellow-creatures. 

Have compassion upon all those who 
are suffering under sickness pain^ and 
sorrow of any kind. May they receive 
from Thee, under their several trials, all 
the assistance and support of which thejr 
^t^w\ in need. Soothe them in their dis- 
iress — give them an humble trust and affi- 
ance in Thee — fortify their minds with 
patience under all their • sufferings — ^and 
grant them deliverance as soon as patience 
has had its full and perfect effect. 

May thy blessing accompany the right 
discharge of all relative, duties amongst 
thy creatures. Grant that parents may 
conscientiously fulfil the obligations they 
are under towards their children ; affection- 
ately exhorting them for their present and 
eternal good, providing for them the beat 
education in their power, and seconding 



their wise and prudent advice by the per- 
8ua$$ive influence of an upright and blame- 
less example. 

Dispose the minds of the young to listen 
with dociiity and attention to the lessons 
^ instruction, which they a! any time re- 
ceive. Make them sensible of their own ig- 
norance and weakness, and let them rely 
with grateful confidence on those whom 
lafiection and duty prompt to protect, in- 
form, and direct them. O let them b6 
dutiful and obedient to their parents, 
aootbing their cares and alleviating the 
weight of declining years by the vivacity 
and cheerfiilttest) which are natural to 
their age. 

Preserve in the bonds of the most tender 
affection those who have consented to share 
the joys and sorrows of each other in the 
conjugal relation. May they be duly sen- 
sible of the conditions on which they en- 
tered upon their engagements, and remem- 
ber, that for the violation of these, they 
must render a just and impartial account 
before the judgment seat which Thou hast 
ordained. 

Soften the disposition of superiors, and 
make them mild, geutie, and coudesceuding 
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in those whom in the arrangements of th|^ 
providence Thou hast placed below them. 
Incline the hearts of masters to give unto 
their servants that which js just and equita-* 
ble — to be willing to allow them every 
indulgence which reason and prudence 
can warrant — to rejoice in their com* 
fort — ^and to provide the best means for 
fiecuring their most important and lasting 
interests. In return for the kindness they 
experience, may servants be upright, faith- 
ful, and diligent ; not chai^able with eye- 
service, nor being actuated by any corrupt 
or mercenary motives. May the sincere 
love of Thee, and of Jesus their Lord, 
operate most efiectually in their minds and 
in the hearts of all mankind. 

To Thee, the most high and mighty 
God ! may the tribute of unfeigned praise 
and thanks^j^iving be paid by all thy crea* 
tures^ now and for evermore.*-— uliiMnt. 
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TWENTY-THIRD^ ADDRESS. 

O Thou first great parent Mind ! the 
aource of aU beings perfection^ and happi- 
ness ! Thou art the spring from which every 
movement in the whole universe originates ; 
without whom nothing is, and nothing comes 
to pass. To Thee I am indebted for my 
existence^ and for all the powers^ faculties^ 
and capacities which render that existence a 
blessing and a comfort to me. 

I earnestly pray that Thou wouldst bless and 
prosper me in my desires and endeavours to 
gain instruction from the great truths which 
are clearly made known by the voice of 
ni^ure. Grant me success in my anxious 
wishes to learn all that may be gathered frmn 
the works of creation^ and to improve by such 
means in knowledge and virtue^ truth and 
love. Enable me more especially to profit 
by the fuller and more distinct revelation 
of thy most holy and righteous wiil^ given 
in the gospel of Jesus Christ my Lord and 

Saviour. 

O that all the discoveries of thy infinite 
irresistible power^ boundless wisdom^ and 
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never-failing goodness^ may have their full 
influence upon my rnind^ and upon the 
whole of my temper and conduct. May the 
conviction be deeply impressed upon my 
mind that thy authority cannot be controuled 
— that thy will cannot be evaded — and that 
tby government cannot be interrupted. 
Make me duly sensible that I am at all tinnes 
and in all circumstances absolutely in tby 
hands^ holding life itself and all that endears 
it to me entirely and wholly at thy pleasure, 
suffering only through thine appointment, 
and prolonging my days in joy or in sorroff 
according to thy wilL 

Give me wisdom to make thy favour the 
first anxiety of my mind, and the possession 
of it the first joy of my heart. May the 
qualifying myself for it be the highest ambi- 
tion of all my future life^ and the constant 
object of my zealous pursuits. 

Most humbly would I commend and com- 
mit myself and all my interests to thy most 
gracious care and protection; beseeching 
Thee to continue me under thy paternal 
guardianship — to secure me against all future 
dangers — to preserve me from falling by any 
future temptation-^to keep me from every 
real evil — and to cause all things to work tOr 
gether for my final and everlasting good, 
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Inspire me with a temper j3f the most pure 
and lively gratitude^ that I may not in any 
instance allow myself to be unmindful of the 
mercies Thou art pleased to bestow upon me^ 
nor insensible of the obligations under which 
Thou hast laid me. Accept my hearty 
thanks for all the advantages and privileges I 
have at any time experienced or still continue 
to enjoy — ^for all my powers^ faculties^ and 
capacities both of mind and body — and for 
whatever has contributed to their preservation 
or improvement ; for blessings of a public 
and private nature — for the pleasures that 
ilow from social intercourse and friendly en* 
dearments— for the portion of healthy ease^ 
and cheerfulness with which I have been 
blessed — and for an exemption from numer- 
ous outward troubles and disasters whtcb 
might have befallen me. 

More especially would I most gratefully 
acknowledge thy benevolence and kindness 
in affording me the various gratifications 
which the exercise of my understanding and 
affections has occasioned — for all the useful 
knowledge which 1 have been able to acquirj^ 
— and for the good I may have done to others 
by imparting a portion of it to tiiem. W ith 
still warmer gratitude would I confess th^ 
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obligations under ivhich Thou hast laid me^ 
by making me a partaker of the rich and 
precious blessings of the gc^el dispensation 
• — for the glorious promises and assurances 
which it contains— for the powerful en ecu* 
ragements it holds out to the practice of all 
holiness, piety, and virtue— and for the ex- 
alted hopes it enables us to entertain of the 
pardon of our sins upon sincere repentance, 
and of a better state of existence to succeed 
the present. 

When I review the past years of life, I 
cannot but discern many instances in which 
I have both done that which Thon bast 
forbidden, and neglected to perform what 
Thou hast commanded. My inferiiwr appe- 
tites and passions have not always been under 
due controul, and outward circumstances 
have had more influence over me than they 
ought to have had over a rational being, and 
one who had received the glad tidings of 
•alvation from the lips of Jesus Christ 
^nd his apostles. 

I acknowledge ray unworthiness unto 
Thee with a penitent concern that I Imve 
not been more upon my guard, nor walked 
with more circumspection before Thee. I 
beiseech Thee 0f tiiy etarnal marcy not to 
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enter into judgment with thy servant^ nor to. 
deal with me as my folly and iniquity have 
deserved. Increase my power to resist 
every wrong inclination^ and to shun the 
snares into which I have before fallen. 
Enable me to walk at all times uprightly be-> 
fore Thee, and to preserve myself unspot* 
ted from the pollutions of the. wicked and 
thoughtless part of mankind. 

These my imperfect addresses I implore 
thy gracious acceptance of, for thy infinite 
mercy's sake ; and to Thee, ' the Lord God 
Aimighty ! the merciful Parent of the uni- 
verse ! I would solemnly and devoutly ascribe 
every possible honour, and praise the most 
exalted and unceasing. — Amen. 
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-FOURTH ADDRESS. 



a TMto who art iupreme ovc^r alL and 
f^i^eteed eff all pds^tbte perfection and ex- 
ctellMce ! the infinite Majesty of the world ! 
Thou ha«it made me in Uiy own image io 
contemplate thy works and to admire and 
UdOre the saperlative excellence of thy divine 
nature. I desire to bow down before Thee 
^fth the profoundest reverence and hnmility, 
and to express the wants and wishei^ of my 
iOul before the throne of thy mercy. 

Thy almighty voice first called me into 
beings and thy hands placed me in this part 
of thy glorious works. Thou hast nourished 
and sustained me from the moment I drew 
the breath of life to the present moment. 
Thou hast enabled me to escape the evils 
from which I have been spared. Thou hast 
poured down upon me the riches of thy 
bounty^ and hast given me the greatest caui^e 
to call upon myself and all that is within me 
to bless and praise^ to magnify and extol 
thy holy name. 

I desire to thank thee for the wise and use- 
ful frame of my body ; and more especially 
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for those noble faculties of the mind by 
which 1 am enabled to admire the beauty 
of thy works and the wonderful order of 
thy providence ; and to attain to the know- 
ledge and love of Thee, the Creator of the 
world and the author of all good. 

I thank Thee that Thou hast implanted 
in me a sense of good and evil^ and enabled 
me to possess and exercise the amiable 
affections of benevolence and compassion, 
leading me by these means to the admira^ 
lion and love of goodness, and to the en* 
joymeut of that happiness which arises 
from the practice of virtue and true religion. 

I bless thy holy name that Thou hast 
not confined thy goodness to the present 
world, but hast awakened in me the pleas* 
ing hope of immortality ; and by the vari* 
ous methods of thy providence and grace, 
art training me up for heaven and ever- 
lasting life. Above ^\\ I praise Thee for 
the rich display of thy mercy in the dis- 
pensation of the gospel by Jesus Christ 
our Lord, and that Thou wast pleased to 
raise him up to bless mankind, and to turn 
them from darkness to light, and from the 
power of sin to the worship and obedience 
of Thee, the true and living God. 
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Have mercy apon the works of thy hand. 
Forgive me every siu I have been guilty of 
upon the gracious terms of unfeigned re- 
pentance and reformation. £nable me to 
correct, I beseech Thee, whatever is amiss 
in my temper and conduct, and cause me 
to delight in the practice of every thing 
virtuous and good. Enlighten my mind 
with true wisdom that 1 may have pure 
and worthy apprehensions of thy nature 
and providence, and a right understanding 
of that reh'gion which is acceptable to God 
and recommended to me in the gospel of 
thy son Jesus Christ. 

May I evermore discern, approve, and 
practise the things that are excellent. May 
my heart be endued with every good and 
pious disposition, so that all the great 
truths of religion may have a powerful and 
habitual influence in rectifying and amend- 
ing the disorders of my life, that I may at 
all times reverence thy authority — look up to 
Thee with satisfaction and joy as the giver 
of all good — love Thee with my whole 
heart — and delight in thy testimonies. 0- 
that I may be truly thankful for thy 
numerous and undeserved mercieS' — may 
Gontide in thy all-gracious providence — 
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aud yield an unreserved and umform obe- 
dience to all thy righteous commandments. 

In solemn testimony of my good-will to 
all my brethren, I desire also to ofier up 
my humble supplications for the who)^ 
human race, beseeching Thee, the great 
Parent of the universe j. to extend thy met f 
cy and favour, to them according to theb 
several situations and circumstaaees^ 

Grant that aU the immlios of the earth 
may be speedily brought to the koowledgf 
and pure worship of Thee, the only true 
God, that all superstition and faJse re* 
Jigjon may be done away^ and the king- 
dom of our Lord a*nu Saviour Jesus Christ 
may take root and spread itself in every 
part of the world, bringing all mankind into 
subjection to those laws of truth and righ- 
teousness which sha^U never have an end. 

I would humbly implore thy fatherly 
goodness in favour of all who are involved 
in troubles, and suffering under afflictions. 
Restore health to the sick — give ease to 
all that are in pain — relieve and rescue 
all that are persecuted or oppressed — and 
comfort all that mourn. 

Prosper the righteous endeavours of 
those who are actively engaged in projects 
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and enterprises, which have for their Ob- 
ject the amelioration of the morals of man** 
kind, and the improvement of their under- 
standings. Enable them to adopt the most 
prudent and effectual expedients for the ac- 
complishment of their designs ; and grant 
them that spirit of perseverance which 
will carry them throngh all difficulties, and 
render them finally successful. 

Let there be a right understanding be- 
tween rulers and the ruled of the nature 
and just end of government, and the salu- 
tary purposes it is intended to answer. 
Make both of them wise to keep these 
purposes in sight, and to act upon all oc- 
casions with a steady and uniform view to 
their attainment. May the severity of law 
be tempered with such moderation as rea- 
son and equity require, and due allow* 
ances made for peculiarity of circumstan- 
x;es and difficulty of situation. 

Dispose the minds of men to the right 
observance of all relative duties, that in the 
conjugal, parental, filial, and fraternal re- 
lation, nothing may be wanting to secure 
mutual confidence and to promote mutual 
happiness. May the authority of masters 
be exercised with gentleness and mercy, 
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and the return they meet with from their 
servants be that of faithful and cheerful 
obedience. 

Now unto Thee, the one only true and 
eternal God ! the source of all my former 
mercies, and of all my present enjoyments, 
the God upon whom every future hope is 
dependent, both in time and through the 
revolving ages of eternity, 1 would devoutly 
ascribe all honour and glory, blessings 
thanksgiving, and praise, henceforth and 
for evermore. — Amen. 
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TWENTY-FIFTH ADD^R£S& 

Thou infinite and eternal Jebovah f 
who compcisest in thyself all that is great 
and good — ^all that is a<kMrable and perfect. 
Every tbing that prooseds from Thee tends 
to promote general felici^ ; — ^both good, 
and, what appears to us, evil, pleasures 
and pain, prosperity and advwsity, lewm^s 
and punishments, favours and chastise- 
ments, are well fitted to exalt thy crea- 
tures to higher d^rees of excellence and 
happiness. Thou pourest forth the streams 
of light and life— of joy and comfort^ 
through all the different parts of thy im- 
mense dominions. 

1 desire to adore Thee ^ my Creator. I 
am the work of thy hands. Thou art my 
sovereign, I am thy subject. Thou art 
my father, I am thy child. I, am con- 
nected with Thee by the strongest and 
most radearing ties-^— by all that can give 
Thee the justest claim to the whole affec- 
tion of my heart, and the uniform grateful 
•obedience of my life. 
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Various and invaluable O Lord ! are 
tlie gifts and benefits which Thou hast be- 
stowed, and which Thou still continuest 
to confer upon me. How can I justly 
prize the rich tokens of thy love given me 
by Jesus Christ, through whom Thou hast 
assured me of the forgiveness of my sins, 
and of thy gracious acceptance of my sin- 
cere though imperfect services I I am as ' 
much surrounded with thy mercies as I am 
with the light that shines around me, and 
the air which I breathe. 

Grant then, O God ! that I may love 
Thee with all the powers I possess, and 
that the idea of thy existence and amiable 
venerable attributes may become the most 
consoling and delightful that I am capable 
of forming, that I may habitually think of 
Thee as my benefactor, friend, and father, 
with the most lively transports of grati- 
tude and joy. May 1 never forget that all 
things proceed from Thee, and that it is thy 
wisdom and thy love which dispense both 
good and evil. 

I pray that my joy and happiness may 
always consist in knowing and loving 
Thee — in conforming my will to thine — in 
resigning myself into thy hands, as inta 
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tbe hands of the he^t of p^r^nts — and that 
it may thereby ^trepgthen more and more 
the ties which unite me to Thee. 

I confess and lament, O Lord 1 that I 
ani not yet what I should be; but I would 
gratefully rejoice in the full ansurance that 
1 shall hereafter know Thee better— radoi^ 
Thee more worthily — attach myself more 
closely to Thee — love Thee with more 
ardour — and experience in the ccHitempla*- 
tion.of thy perfections the purest and most 
exalted delights. Merciful Father! sanctify 
to me thbi glorious and animating assor- 
apce, so that it may influence my temper 
and animate all my future cond«K^t — may 
promote the serenity and peace of my 
mind, and confirm my faith in the gracio«s 
promises Thou hast been pleased to give us. 

Vouchsafe^ O God ! to bring all men 
acquainted with thy holy will. Heinove 
froin their minds the veil of ignopance and 
superstition, and grant that, as Jesus Christ 
cpme a light iipto the world* all may be 
brought to a belief of his divine authority 
and commission, and no oq^ who believeth 
in him may abide in darkness* or in his 
lite aud actipu^ appear to prefer darkness 
tp light. 
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IVfercifally guide and contronl the 
counsels of all princes and potentates, 
and overrule all affairs of state so that a 
spirit of reformation and piety may every- 
where prevail. Grant that the wisest ex- 
pedients to secure and perpetuate peaces 
way be at all times adopted ; and that no 
pains may be spared to prevent animosity 
and discord, either amongst nations or 
individuals. 

Bless the labours of all the faithful 
tninisters of the gospel. May they an- 
nounce and explain the purity of its doc^ 
trines, and the certainty of its promises, 
RO that all may be brought to form a just 
estimate of their value — may walk in the 
paths of truth and knowledge — be filled 
with the happiness of being true christians 
— and see in Thee, their God, nothing but 
the tender affection of a father and a friend; 
May they look to Jesus as their forerunner 
and guide in the road to glory ; and, in- 
fluenced by the same mind that was in 
him, may they walk with increSised dr- 
cnmspection, and finally arrive at the 
mark of excellence at which it becomes 
them continually to aim. 

Sanctify to the aflSicted and distressed 
the troubles and sorrows which they 
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endure, so that they may produce their 
proper fruits, and answer thy kind inten- 
tions in sending them. Grant that a]] who 
are in poverty may possess a -state of mind 
suited to their condition, and contented 
with what they have here may direqt their 
views to a better life, where all s^all re- 
ceive according to what they have done^ 
not according to what they have enjojf^dj in 
this world. There may they parta% of 
those riches which endure for ever, anid of 
those joys which shall flourish and /pn- 
crease throughout eternity. ; 

Hear me, O Thou who art the GocJ of 
prayer! in these ray humble petitions-r-ac- 
cept the just tribute of praise which f ara 
anxious to pay — bless to me the exercises 
of devotion so that they may strengthen 
my veneration, love, and gratitude to Thee 
my God ! — enlarge my benevolence to all 
around me — and animate my endeavours 
to attain to greater purity of heart and 
sanctity of life. 

Unto Thee, the Lord God Omnipotent ! 
who art one, and whose name is one, — 
the only true and everliving God ! be all 
lionour and glory, dominion and power^ 
throughout all ages.— ^i7ten« 
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TWENTYSIXTH ADDRESS. 

Ever-blessed and most holy Lord God 
Almighty ! the eternal and inexhaustible 
source of all being, perfection, and hap- 
piness ! From Thee proceed those streams 
of light and life which diffuse themselves 
over all worlds, and all the orders of crea- 
ted existences which inhabit them. Thou 
art the Father of the imn}&nse family which 
fills the heavens, the earth, and the innu- 
merable worlds which revolve in the im- 
mensity of space. 

Thy paternal regards are constant, un- 
changeable, and unbounded ; no revolu- 
tion of time can ever alter or produce the 
smallest change in thy divine nature. The 
earth and all that it contains may undergo 
changes and revolutions without end, but 
Thou wilt continue the same. Thy yedrs 
will never fail Thou flourishcst and wilt 
for ever flourish in undecaying and im- 
mortal youth. 

Most gracious God ! great and manifold 
as is thy goodness to me in this life, yet 
far superior are the hopes of future glory 
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which Thou hast excited in me by the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. Thou hast given 
me the best reason to believe that his re- 
ligion is derived from Thee, the Father of 
light, and the source and author of all hap- 
piness! Witli the greatest security may 
>ve repose the confidence of our souls 
on Thee, assured that Thou art and ever 
hast been attentive to the most important 
concerns of thy creatures. 

I would joyfully acknowledge Jesiis^ 
Christ to be the greatest benefactor whoin 
Thou hast raised up amongst mankind. I 
would testify the sincerest gratitude for all 
that he hath undertaken and suffered for 
me. May I obey him with my whole heart, 
cheerfully follow his steps, and endeavour 
more and more to resemble him, that I 
may hereafter be exalted to a participation 
of the same glory and felicity which he 
enjoys in heaven. 

Grant me wisdom to understand aright 
the doctrines and precepts which he taught. 
May 1 exercise the best powers of reason 
I possess in ray endeavours to interpret the 
writiugs wbich contain the revelation of thy 
sacred will, divesting myself of all preju- 
dice, pitrtiality, and bias of every kind. 
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and cultivating a most ardent love of the 
truth for its own sake, and for thy sake 
who art the God of truth. 

Enable me, O God ! to form a just esti- 
mate of uiy own character, to attain to that 
knowledge ofmyself which will render me 
truly, humble before Thee, and lead me to 
the practice of those virtues which are most 
opposite to the prevailing customs of the 
vs^orld, and most painful to flesh and blood* 
Assist me in those examinations of my own 
heart and life which it is my duty frequently 
to enter into, that I may not deceive myself 
in any degree, nor be inclined to think of 
myself at any time more highly than I 
ought to think. 

In my intercourse with my fellow- 
creatures may I conduct myself with that 
meekness of wisdom and propriety of de- 
portment which will render it pleasing and 
beneficial to them, abstaining from every 
thing that can give just ground of offence, 
and endeavouring to promote the comfort 
and cdiQ.cation of all. Impress upon my 
heart a deep conviction of the indispensible 
duty of guarding against every violation of 
the truth, and doing all in my power to 
promote the same conviction in others* 



130 

Incline my heart to a patient and con» 
tented continuance in well-doing, that I 
may m ver be weary of walking in the path 
which Thou hast marked out for me, nor 
ever be disposed to complain of thy laws 
as burdensome and grievous. In the midst 
of the greatest difficulties and embarrass- 
ments may I retain my firm trust in thy 
mercy and goodness, satisfied that Thou, 
who art the judge and governor of the 
world, wilt, in all circumstances and at 
all times, do that and that only which 
is right. 

Permit me too, most merciful Father I 
to express before Thee the desires of my 
heart in behalf of the whole family of man- 
kind. 1 pray that the love of truth dnd 
virtue may prevail mnre and more in the 
world, that men may everywhere acquire 
the most just dnd ei^Jarged ideas of thy at- 
tributes and perfectionj? — thy ilature and 
providence — thy dispensations and righte- 
ous moral government. 

Baniish from amongst thy creatures that 
ignorance and wrong-minded ness which 
have given birth to the animosities, con- 
tentions, and disputes which have sub- 
sisted amongst tliem, and occasioned the 
most tremendous and wide-spreading evils. 
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Check in their earliest stage the ambi- 
tious propensities of those to whom in the 
course of thy providence a more than or- 
dinary share of power is granted. Make 
them to know that there, is and can be no 
power but what comes originally from 
Thee, and that the most exalted of men 
must be answerable at the bar of thy tri- 
bunal for the use or abuse they shall have 
made of the authority with which they are 
entrusted. 

Let the public heralds af sacred truth 
Le eminent for their humility, condescen- 
sion and readiness to bear the burdens of 
others. May they rfghtly discern and ap- 
preciate the value and importance of true 
religion, and omit no expedients which 
prudence and charity suggest to lead men 
to the knowledge, love^ and practice of it. 
Grant that their well-meatit and judicious 
efforts may be met by corresp<inding ex- 
ertions on the part of those whom they 
are desirous to edify and improve. Pour 
out upon all congregations of thy wor- 
shiping servants a spirit of zeal for thy 
honour, and a more active desire to pro* 
. mote each other's present and everlasting 
1 welfare and happiness.. 
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Sustain thy aged servants in the declining 
years of their earthly pilgrimage. Give 
them fortitude and patience to bear, as they 
ou^ht to do, the infirmities which advanced 
age brings with it. Enable them to set an 
example of cheerful piety to all around 
them, and to give proof of the efficacy of 
religious principle to administer inward 
peace and composure. 

Guard the young from the fatal eflfects 
which precipitance and inconsideratian 
occasion. Enable those to whom the care 
of them is committed to direct their ediica- 
tion with so much prudence, as may pre- 
vent Ihem from falling into those snares 
which may be lastingly injurious* May 
they grow up in the exercise of the noblest 
virtues, and become examples of every thing 
that is praiseworthy and truly honourable. 

Entreating Thee for thy infinite mercy's 
sake to accept me in this my humble 
offering of prayer and thanksgiving, I 
\vould most devoutly ascribe unto Thee 
all honour and glory, salvation, blessing, 
and praise, now and for evermore. — Amen, 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH ADDRESS. 

Almighty and eternal God ! blessed 
ior ever be thy holy name that Thou hast 
never left thyself without witness of thy 
glorious ^perfections to any age or nation, 
uor hast ever ceased to manifest thy un- 
controuied power, thy pre&$erving mercy, 
and thy inexhaustible goodness to the 
world at large. Most joyful is the 
thought that I can approach thy footstool 
to adore and worship Thee« not as an nn« 
known God, but as the sovereign of the 
yniverse — the father of angels and of Qiea 
— and the most gracious friend ojt all 
mankind. 

1 humbly pray that Thou wilt sanctify 
and bless me in my' improvement of all tiie 
advs^ntages 1 possess, and enable me justly 
to value the religion of Jesus — to ngder- 
stand its doctrines — obey its preoepts — 
enjoy its promises — and to derive from the 
gospel all the encouragement and consola^ 
tion which it is calculated to produce. 
]May I ever regard Jesus Clirist as the mes- 
senger oi thy truih to men — as him whom 
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Thou didst commission to dissipate that 
ignorance, superstition/ and error, which 
had occasioned the most deplorable evils, 
and to lead mankind to wisdom, truth, 
and virtue. 

O may I be animated and governed by 
the spirit of the gospel — place a perfect 
trust in its assurances — confide in its divine 
origin — and value it as, in all respects, 
most worthy of my faitli, my confidence, 
my attachment, and submission. Dispose 
me to make it the constant rule of my con- 
duct, and an active principle of obedience; 
may it be the means not only of discover- 
ing, but of keeping constantly before me, 
the end of my being, and prepare me to 
attain it. 

Guided by its laws, and influ^iced by 
a sense of gratitude, may I be filled with 
love to all my fellow-creatures of every 
rank and condition, regarding every man 
as my brother, and entitled to every office 
of humanity that 1 can perform towards 
him. Incline my heart to rejoice with 
those who rejoice, and to weep with those 
who weep ; — to be ever ready to assist and 
befriend my brethren, and anxious that I 
luay, by bearing their burdens, fulfil the 
law of Christ. 
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Bwt I would most faoiiibty enlredt for 
merey inasmuch as I have been too oft«i 
inattentive to«tbe ioterests of others, and 
incfined to prefer my own ease, conveni- 
ence, md gmtification before theirs Nor 
i« it in this respect only, that I have acted 
v&woTthiiy of my christian profession. My 
heart condemns me as one who has not 
been d«ly sensible of the obligations under 
whjck Thou hast laid me, to serve Thee 
with fidelity smd constancy, and to wor- 
^ip Thee as I ought to have done — ^in 
gpirk and in truth. Too powerful has 
been the influence of the world over me, 
attaching me to the things that pmsh, and 
dienating my heart and affections from* 
Thee, and from the coBoems of a higher 
and a better state. 

Most heartily then would I repeat my 
bumble prayer for mercy ^ and forgiveness, 
beseeching Thee not to lay to my charge 
the sins of %hich I have been guilty ; but 
upon my sincere repentance and reformat 
tk>n to remit the punishment whieh I hav« 
merited, and to reinstate me in thy lEavonr* 
O let me not feel any of the bad conse- 
quences of my unworthy conduct, either 
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QB they adfect myself or any of my fellow- 
creatures. Let my renewed obedience 
make ample amends trough thy in&iite 
mercy for my former delinquency ; and 
may the; sincerity of my wiendwent be 
evinced by the efforts I shall make to pro- 
mote, the oauae of virtue and reli^ioa in 
the world. , . 

Grant, merciful Father! that the reli- 
gion 6f Jmus Christ imay speedily enlighten 
every part of the world, -andsthat all who 
enjoy the glorious light-may witlk worthily 
of their . vocation. Direct the counsels 
of all potentates and rulers of the world; 
cause tyranny, contention, persecution, 
an 1 war. to. c^ase in every place ; s^nd may 
pealce, harmony, and con<^ord prevail in 
every part of the globe. May all men ac- 
knowledge themselves to be the children 
of Thee^ the supremie .goverapr oi the 
world, and united cto .eaioh other: by the 
closest ties of brotherly ^flection. 
• Sustain i and . comfort aU thy. suffering 
servants,.Kiand .may they ei^p^rimen tally 
know Thee to ' be tbe Qod o^ jail consola- 
tion and peace. . Dolivjer. them in merry 
from all tb^ir sorrowi^^ aad .ens).ble tb^m 
to reap the full benefit which Thou didst 
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kindly intend in sending them. May the 
pains and griefs o¥ this mortal state direct 
their views to that which is incorruptible 
and unfailing, teaching them to omit no 
incstns of securing that peace and rest 
above, which Thou bast been pleased, 
from the most benevolent motives, to 
cause them to be strangers to in their 
Earthly pilgrimage. - 

1 beseech Thee to bless my friends and 
relations with all that Thc^u seest to be 
good for them, both in time and to eter- 
nity. Open their minds that they may 
distinctly see and justly appreciate the 
things that belong to their everlasting sal- 
vation. I desire, also, to intercede with 
Thee in behalf of all those who may have 
cherished the feelings of hostility and ill- 
will against me, ^trefttftlg Thee not to lay 
to their charge the wrongs they may have 
done or wished to do me. Bring them to 
a right sense of their duty, and a deep 
concern for having come short of it; — - 
give them grace to break off their sins 
by true repentance, and to make their 
peace with Thee. 

Grant me and all, most gracious God ! 
thy blessing, guidance^ and uvou* through 

N 2 
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4he reinaiDiBg scenes asd events af life. 
Be Thou our comtort and support at the 
approach of deattb, and our evetlasstiiig 
portion when time shaU be no owfe. 

And now unto The^. the eternal, iuh 
changeable JeboTah ! the only true and 
eveffbiessed God! be ascribed^ ivitk all 
possible humility and rcnrerence^. th«iks* 
giving, blessing, and praise^ henoeforth 
and lor eTcrmore. — Amm. 
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TWENTY.EIGHTH ADDRESS. 

O ALiiii0HTY, most holy^ and adorable 
Father ! Lord of all mercy and God of all 
consolattOD, the ever-flowing foiiatain of all 
g^ood ! The bodis of nature and reyelat:oa 
harmoniously unite in proclaiming this great 
and animating truths that Thou art the most 
venerable^ most excellent^ and most amiable 
of all beings — ^the origin and never-failing 
source of all good, of all happiness^ and 
perfection. 

Thou hast the justest daim to all the obe- 
dience of my life — to all the gratitude^ rever- 
ence^ and affection of my heart. Thou art 
the kindest, most bountiful, and tender 

m 

Parent of the universe. To Thee I am in- 
debted for existence itself, and for all that 
renders it desirable. Thy bounty supplies 
the wants of my body and my soul. Thou 
hast connected me with Thee by the strong- 
est ties,' and a principle of love and grati- 
tade binds it upon my cooscience as an in- 
dispensable duty to love, venerate, and adore 
Thee with the full- bent and energy of ail the 
powers I possess, 

N 3 
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Grant, T beseech Thee, that I may ever 
think of Tkee with the most lively transpwts 
of ihankfiil' jc>}[. May 1 rqoiee in. kn^wbg 
Thee — in knowing^ that Thou art an eternid 
ami inAnitely pcirfect beings — niwt great, 
glorioii9> and holy — ordeiin^ and direeikig 
^Ftbtn^> ahd devigmng eV€iry thing that 
befells me Uy censpiip e together for my hM- 
flfiate and everlasting good. May my hap- 
piness consist bencefbrth- in ob^n^ and Icrr- 
in^ Thee — iii conformifig' my wiU to ftbiBe— 
in resigning myse]f entirely into thy bandb 
as into the hands of the best of latbers> ffie 
kindest of friends, and the mostg^ieroo^ of 
benefactors. 

Inestimable are the tokens of thy love and 
mercy which Thoa bast given to me and to 
the world thr«'ugh Jesus CThrist, by whose 
gracious assurances Thou hast tdUi^ht me to 
ho e for the foi^iveness of sin^ and for theA 
gitt which is above all price—everlastinjg life. 
Most heartily would I tbank and bfess thy 
holy name that Thoa didst raise up so excel- 
lent a Saviour, and send him for^ amongst 
thy people^ to be to them a light lo guide 
their feet in the path of truth, and to bless 
them in the most beneficial and effectual man-^ 
ner^ by turning them from their iniquities. 



I 



Ui 

IDuatriouft WM. the difyhjr of thjr wiadoia. / 
fi9wer^ and goodMM hi ramng bin fmm iJm 
grave afteir he h^d been puli to deaftb by the 
crwihamdaofthMe whoiA be was moslaoaieiif 
ti^savej, and for wlioift he iiiterceded with 
Tbee i» the midst of the agoniztog pains 
wbi/eh h^swtame4 eiitreatijig, Thee to for« 
give them as they knew not what they \0ere 
doiag. Aidoved be thy gjoedoess for the as^ 
auraiKe which we have veceived, that aa 
Thou didst raise him from thedlead; so Thou 
wiit ako' raise us ; and if we we faithful ta> 
the end. Thou wilt coafer upod ua a crowii 

Qf gl«y- 

Teach me to be erev mindful of the rapid 
flight of tinie^ to reflect seriously under what 
obligations I am, to make a right use of it as< 
k passes^ and what anguish and remorse the^ 
misap4>lication of it may hereafter occasMon^ 
Let Biek)ok back, witba desire to^imfirove by- 
the retrospect, upon the generations which ia 
the bqise of ages have succeeded each other^ 
and discern the assured certainty of my being 
in a few years numbered with them, and gone 
to give my great account 

Enable me to form a right judgment 
upon all things that fall nndur my notice, 
aiid- haw a claim to my attention. Let me 
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not confonnci together qaestions of an op* 
posite natore^ nor bewilder my" mind vrtth 
attenif>ts to discern a difference where none 
really exists. Enlighten my ariderstandfng 
that I may form a jnst judgment upon all 
important points^ and bringing every thing 
to the test of patient examination^ may hold 
fast that which is good. 

When the important interests of religion 
are at stake, let me not confer with flesh and 
bloody bnt take^a decided part and act with 
manly firmness and steady perseverance. 
Never for a moment let me hesitate between 
thy service aud that of any other master. 
JNever let me hall between two opinions, 
where my irresolution and inconstancy may 
be injurious to the cause of thy truth. Let 
me not injudiciously espou ^e any party, nor 
permit the plea of proinotin^ thy honour to 
make me infrini^e upon the eternal laws of 
veracity, ri^hteousnesss, and charity. 

Let the well-grounded hope of thy appro- 
bation and favour afford the sweetest consola- 
tion to ray sottl. Let my nitdtations upon 
Ttiee refresh and n >uri9h mv spirit^ and may 
I most gratefully acknowledge the blessed 
privilege of holdin^;- commumon with Thee 
in fervent and devout prayer* Unjite my 
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lieark to Thee in the bonds of revereDtial 
loy^ ; aad let me never forget that in de» 
-partipg from Thee, the living God! by 
placing my affections npdn any other ob- 
ject,. I shotttld be losing sight of all that is 
most excellent in itself and most eonducive 
to the perfection of my nature. 

May it please Thee, O God! to hear 
me in the humble supplication which I 
have been addressing to the throne of thy 
grace. What I ask for myself 1 most 
humbly request for all my brethren of man* 
kind, my relations, fnends, and bene&c- 
tors, and also for^my anemies. May they 
be the true and faithful servants of Thee» 
the most high God ! — the sincere disciples 
of Jesus Christ our Lord — heirs of thy 
promises in this world, and cTer lasting 
partakers of them hereafter. 

Pour out a spirit of active zeal amongst 
all orders, ranks, and degrees of thy peo* 
pie ; rouse them to the most diligent exer* 
lions Jn the way of well-doing, and let 
them witness the happy elSects of their 
endeavours in the improvement of their 
fellow-creatures in all that is praiseworthy 
and excellent, and in the increase and 
diffusion of piety, virtue, and truth. 
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And now may there be ascribecf trk 
to Thee, the eternal and unchangeable 
Jehovah ! the King of heaven and Lord 
of glory ! all praise and power, salvation 
and blessing, thanksgiving anrd honour,, 
henceforth and for ever.-^-ilmeit. 
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TWENTY-NINTH ADDRESS. 

Most mighty God eternal! I would 
bow down fc^i^fore thy footstool with the 
humblest reverence and devoutest awe, 
beseeching Thee to lend a gracious ear 
to the requests and petitions which I 
feel anxious to lay before Thee. 

Dispense to me the good things of this 
world in such measure as may be fitted 
to my present comfort and well-being, 
without becoming a snare to me, or lead- 
ing me to excess. Grant me such a share 
of ihem as may not be inconsistent with 
the real wants or reasonable expectations 
of any of my brethren, and give me a heart 
to enjoy thy mercies with greater satisfac- 
tion, when I see others parta king equally 
in thy providential goodness and bounty. 

Continue to me the free and undiminished 
use of all tbe^powers, faculties, and abilities 
which I enjoy, and give me wisdom to 
innprove them as 1 am assured Thou re- 
quirest of me. Inspire me with the greatest 
dread of being ever numbered amongst 
those unprofitable servants who are worthy 
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of having their portion with the perfidious, 
Quicken me in my progress towards the 
excellence which Thoa hast made me ca- 
pable of reaching, and let me never be 
weary of well-doing, but ratfier press on 
with unceasing perseverance* to the prize 
of my high-calling in Christ Jesus my 
Lord. 

Happy is it for me that I have power to 
Taise my mind, and in thought unite my- 
self to Thee. I am sensible, O God ! that 
my knowledge of Thee is exceedingly iai- 
perfect ; but adored be thy goodness ! 
Thou hast taught me to know Thee in the 
character of a father^ and to trust, revere, 
and rejoice in thy paternal benevolence. 
Insignificant and impotent as I feel I am in 
myself, and lost in the immense multitude 
of thy creatures which people heaven and 
earth, and all the various worlds that exist 
in the Universe, yet I know and am eon* 
vinced that Thou seest me at all times, 
and art mercifully attentive to my happi- 
ness and welfare. 

Mone of thy creatures are below thy 
gracious and condescending otice; aU 
are equally present to thy extended and 
comprehensive intelligence, and enjoy thy 
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iTOur according to tbeir progress in Wis-> 

om. B,t^d virtue. We are as much the ob« 

jjects of thy care as though we were the 

only creatiir:es that are dependent upon 

rrhee. Thou regardest the whole family 

of maokind, and consultest the special. 

good of each indiTidual, while Thou su- 

perintendest the concerns and directest the 

affairs of the whole. 

.1 would rejoice b^ore Thee, O Lord ! 
in the abundant and pleasing evidence af- 
forded to mankind, that there i&i nothing 
either in the heaven above or on the earth 
beneath, which does not evince thy great- 
ness and testify thy excellencies and per« 
fections. The works of thy hand demon* 
strate thy power, thy wisdom, and thy 
goodness. All that Thou hast made is 
perfect in its kind. Every being is formed 
to enjoy the happiness of which it is ca- 
pable; and for those, whom Thou hast 
placed in a state of probation, and made 
accountable for their actions. Thou hast 
graciously designed a state of higher feli- 
city and greater excellence than they have 
yet attained. 

Forgive me, O thou God of mercy ! the 
msensibility and ingratitude uf which I 

o 
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have been guilty in time past. Through 
every part of my remaining life I pray 
Thee to support me under every tempta- 
tion, so that I may fire superior to it, and 
steadily persevere in a course of uninter- 
rupted holiness aqd obedience. Enable 
me continually to advance in all the habits 
of love and piety towards Thee, my God ! 
and of benevolence and good will to all my 
brethren of mankind. May 1 take Jesus 
Christ for my pattern in these and all other 
virtues, for whom and for whose mission 
I desire to be for ever thankful. ' 

The aid, direction, and support which 
I humbly implore for myself, I would 
earnestly entreat Thee to grant to all my 
brethren of mankind.. Make all men par- 
takers of the same blessings which I enjoy, 
and dispose them to make the best use of 
them. Enlighten with thy truth the na- 
tions that still sit in darkness, aud bring 
them to the knowledge of thyself and of 
Jesus Christ. 

Direct the great and powerful in the 

right discharge of the high and imjlortant 

duties that belong to their exalted stations. 

Let the spirit of sound wisdom direct the 

usels and proceedings of statesmen and 



legislators — of judges and magistrates. 
Xiei civil and religious liberty be guarded 
from every violation ; and order, harmony, 
and happiness everywhere prevail. May 
princes esteem it then* highest honour to be 
the fathers of their people — overlooknig 
the distinctions of parties, and marking 
with their special favour those wlio are 
eminent for their virtue, and employ their 
talents to promote the public good. 
. Bless the efforts of such as are assidu- 
ously engaged in forming the minds of 
youth to piety and goodness ; more par- 
ticularly in training them up to become 
the instructors of others in moral and re- 
ligious truth. Take away from the pub- 
lic teachers of thv word that fear of man 
which' bringeth a snare. Teach them to 
keep in mind how; opposite it is to their 
duty to act the part of men-pleasers, ex- 
cept for the improvement and edification 
of their brethren. Remove from the eyes 
of their minds every veil that may hide 
from them a just knowledge of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, and give them that pru- 
dent and charitable zeal which may carry 
them through all difficulties, apd ensure 
them the happiest success* 

o2 
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Let the cry of the afflicted and distressed 
tjnter into thy ears, O God of love ! Stretch 
forth thy hand for their support and relief 
Cause them to understand from what mo- 
tives of mercy Thou art pleased to correct 
them. Strengthen in them all those vir- 
tues of v^hich sickness and trouble call 
particularly for the exercise, and let them 
become in heart and soul resigned and de- 
voted to thy most holy will. 

It is in humble trust and confidence m 
thy goodness that I have thus poured out 
my spirit in earnest supplication and 
prayer before Thee. O grant my requesl, 
and accept the most ardent and cheerful 
ascriptions of praise, honour, homage, and 
gl'.ry, as is most justly due, to thy holy 
aud divine majet^tty. — Amen. 
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THIRTIETH ADDR£SS. 

»  

O Lord, heavenly Father, who pos« 
sessest in thyself every possible perfection! 
most happy do I esteem myself that I eau 
raise my mind to the throne of thy grace^ 
and in the secret meditations of my soul 
unite myself with Thee. How great is thy 
goodness that Thou hast taught me to 
know Thee in the character of a father, 
and to revere, trust, and rejoice in Thee 
as such. It is a truth to be relied tipf)n 
with the most firm conviction^ that Thou 
art ever present with thy creatures, and 
ever most attentive to their welfare, 
' It exceeds my ability to express all the 
gratitude that is due to Thee for the ex-* 
perience ThOu hast aiSForded meof thy con- 
stant benevolence and mercy* Though in- 
finitely exalted above the highest concep-* 
tions of men; yet Thou graciously con- 
descendest to listen to their prayers, and, 
with the tender goodness .of a father^ feelest 
a pleasure in the imperfect devotions and 
services of thy frail creatures, when offered 
up in sincerity and love, 

o 3 
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O may the habit of prayer enliFen and I 
inv^rate iny be»t affections — fill my heart 
with feverence-^and engage the g^rat^l 
obedience of my future days. May it pro- 
duce in my breast the feeling of peace, 
contentment, and the most ready acqui- 
escence in all thy appointments. May it 
fortify me against the influence of the 
strongest temptations to which I am ex« 
posed, and support my spirits in the most 
trying circumstances in which I may at 
any time be placed. 

Father of mercy ! forgive all the insensi- 
bility and ingratitude that I have unhap« 
pily at any time been guilty of Remember 
liot against me my past follies and ofifences 
of any l^ind. Visit not upon me the sins 
of the earlier days of my life, and let me 
not feel the painful effects of my trans- 
gressions when my strength is decaying, 
and I am warned to bid adieu to alf 
earthly things. 

Enable me to apply my soul to the steady 
and serious contemplation of the moment- 
ous concerns of eternity. Give me sagacity 
to diKcem in what respect it may be truly 
said that all below is vanity, even vanity 
of vanities and vexation of spirit. Teach 
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ift« 4o sm and be convinced that Thoa 

liast done all things weU, and that the evil 

introduced into tiiy works is the ^ect of 

the unbiassed passions and mistaken views 

of mankind. 

Accept the tribute of my most ardent 

thanks for giving me capacity to form, in 

any instance, a correct judgment of what 

solicits my notice and attention. Thy 

name is most worthy of all praise and 

honour — for enlightening my mind with 

the great and glorious truths of the gospd 

of Jesus Chr]st*<-and giving me an oppor* 

tunity of acquiring the most valuable and 

excellent knowledge. Adored be thy 

goodness that I can look forward beyond 

the fleeting scenes of time, and Gjl my 
thoughts upon heaven and heavenly 

things, that I can anticipate the state 

and . condition to which I am destined 

hereafter, apd make suitable provision 

for what awaits me* 

Called out from day to day to encouu« 

ter new difficulties and new trials^ I hum* 

biy beseech Thee to grant me wisdom and 

fortitude that I may maintain my integrity, 

and persevere in the uniform and faithful 

discharge of my duty ; that 1 may be 
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preserved froin error and: sin, aad that the 
painful feding of remorse may be a stran* 
ger to ray soul. Enable me to cultivate 
that purity oi h^rt and life whick shall 
establish within me the firmes.t confidence 
in Thee, and set my mind free from all 
anxiety and worldly care. 

Permit me, gracipus God ! to include ia 
my prayer the ioterestsof every individual 
that lives upon the earth. All are eqivadly 
the work of thy hands, all the objects^ of 
thy care, and for them as for myself I 
would devoutly entreat and implore every 
blessing. May they be brought to know, 
love, and esteem each other, .as brethrfeu^ 
and become truly united under Christy 
whom Thou ba^t appointed to be head 
over all things to thy Church; 

Grant that all who are sufiering under 
poverty, sickness, sorrow, or distress of 
any kind, may receive from Thee all the 
consolation which their several troublei^ 
require. May their trials be sanctified to 
iJieinseiveH and to all who are connected 
with them, that thy kind intentions in 
sending them may be accomplished, and 
the most blessed effects flow from what 
wears the darkest aspect in their passage 
through this world. 
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litght up IB the breasts of all mankind 

a pure flame of brotherly love and good-* 

^will, that men may be everywhere helpers 

of each other's joy^, and cheerfully cptt^ 

tribute, as much as in them lies, to the 

increase of general happiness h|ere, and Uk, 

the qualiticatians of their brethren for the 

attainment of thy promised mereies in th^ 

world to come. Inline the bear tSrPfith^ 

rich and powerful to acts of humanity and 

coo^passion towards thos^ who ^njoy a 

leas share of the visible bonntiea of th][ 

^nd. Te^cji them to be mindful that in 

the possession of the most eminent great? 

ness, and the most unlimited authority^ 

they are but men. 

Raise up, O God! a succession of 
holy and good persons, whose first ambi* 
tion it may be to stem the torrent of pre- 
vailing depravity, and to put in practice 
the best expedients fojr improving and 
ameliorating the condition of mankind* 
Give wisdom to those who undertake to 
become the public instructors of their 
brethren, that they may be duly qualified 
for their momentous office, and have both 
ftbility and inclination to discharge it 
aright As the labour to be performed is 
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great, grant that the labonrers may be 
both Qumerous and able. Endue them 
with a spirit of the most ardent zeal to 
promote the honour of thy name-— the in- 
terests of true religion — and the most sub- 
stantial and lasting happiness of mankind. 
In the unbou^tded fnliiess of thy mercy be 
Thoa pleased^ holy Father ! to hear and ac- 
cept my humble petitions ; and may praise 
Qmiissembled and everlasting be ascribe to 
Thee, by all whom Thou hast made capable 
of understanding the relation in which Thou 
hast placed thyself to ^em — as their Father 
and ^eir God. — Amen. 
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THIRTY-FIRST ADDRESS. 

JLoRD^ almighty and everlasting God ! 
under a deep sense of thy.tcanactndaQt goadr 
ness, I ifoidd now address nijself in humble 
and devout supplication to the throoe of thy 
grace. As Thoii hast endowed me with the 
powers of ^ reason and understandings I desire 
with. all posaiUe. thankfulness to acknowledge 
my obligations to make the best use oi them ; 
and I m^st earnestly entreat Thee to aid and 
aeeond piy weak and imperfect endeavours 
to this end. Expand my soul^ gracious 
FaUier ! to the fullest extent of which it is 
capal^^ that I may foric the most worthy 
apprehensions of thy greatness and gk>ry^ 
and love, hcmour^ ^ and obey Thee; in a man- 
ner most acceptable to Thee. 

Bestow uf^n * me, . merciful Lord ! what- 
ever is neeessary' tor ny improvenient and 
comfort in the present statb;- . Raise me up 
wise and judicious friends who mliy foitbfuliy 
apprise me of my danger and preserve me 
from errors of judgment and sintulness of 
conduct. May I be cajreiul to isiprDve the 
talents which Tfaou hast committed to my 
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care, and be able to give a good account 
of the manner in which I have employed 
them. Make me duly .sen9ible of the 
danger of presamption and self-confidence 
that I may be upon my gaacd,; and may 
not, when I flatter myaelf I am firm, and 
nnmoned, unhappily fiiM fi-om my sted« 

festness. 

Great reason have I to lam^it before 
Thee the languor whidi has too often at* 
tended me, when I have bowed before Thee 
to speak thy praise and offer my adorati<»ifi 
unto Thee. Too ofken have I suffered un- 
worthy thoughts to continue ki my mind 
and to divert my attention firom Ihe sol^nn 
duties in which I was engaged. T6o crfien 
have I omitted to prepare my aonl to wait 
upon Thee in prayer, and have foi^oitt^ 
that Thou wast in heav^otand mysi^f upon 
the earth, 

0o HiDtt of thy mercy,. O luurd ! foiigive 
me ail the deficiencies and escesses of my 
past life. Pardon my not having t>een 
more deeply aensiUe ctf that veneratioui 
tove, and gratitttde wMch 1 owe to Thee* 
lieal not with me as 1 have deserved. 
Avert firoai me the judgments to whicb I 
have ej^posed myself, ijet.tfay forbearance 
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stii^ iong-snfiering 'Harel^ their due effect 
11 pen ^ mie; and lead ibe to \a sincere > and 
lieaf ty repeataQce for all IhBt I have at 
any time done ' amiss. 

Fix deeply in my heart, O Lord ! a just • 
Bense of the numerous and powerful oblip^: 
gsLtions under which I am -to love and serve > 
7hee. Place me in siich situations as wilL 
most effectually promote my improvement 
in. the present state, and prepare me for 
another and a better. Give me wisdcHn to 
make the best use of the opportunities I 
enjoy, and to grow wiser and better by the 
means of grace with which I am favoured. 
Incline my heart to such acts of mercy 
and kindness to my fellow-creatures, as. 
Jesus my holy Mastter will graciously con-' 
sid^r^as done to himself. May I under^ 
stand and value, as I ought, the character 
of my Saviour. May I subdue every feel-* 
ing and propensity which he would have 
me overcome, and transcribe into my heart 
and life the . anuable virtues by which he 
was distinguished. In SLC^g and sufferi- 
iiig may I strive to reeemble my honoured 
Maelter, and show mysdf to be his by 
imbibing his spirit, and walking in 
steps. 
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' Sean ftraeJoilB Giid'! |be psmywB I de- 
lifle tor otkr up for thei welfikreaQd happi* 
msft of flveiy inditidnal of wukiiid. Blm 
i¥ith the light and instroctiou of the go^pd 
ail those who have hilherta sat iq darluess 
aad the shadow of death. May those who 
idfoady eajoy these adiMrtagea beeome 
dolj seasilile of diehp vsdne, and be p^^ 
snaded to walk mistlkyi of ^tms high iumI 
faoBjr Yocatnii, ^ arrying their Tiews, tfaek 
hopes; and their idetsirea beyond the tfah^fs 
whicfa aae seeot ^^d are t c aip o r a ly to those 
wUkh avB Bnaeen and .cteraaJ. 

. RepleDish with thy- heayenlj grace the 
chosBM isstmetorb of their bneduen. May 
they faeled by (ho purest aao^es to m^ 
gage ia' the affdnoua and awfally respoDsi- 
ble undertakiag of prepavmg them for 
another world. Let Usem be animated 
with I a most eaiwest desire boHi to save 
thembeUes and .those who hear theiD ;. and 
may they feei^ with humble aj^criiensioo^ 
the danger df being theasielves rejected 
after ftbe;^ have preaoked to others. 

BireeC in the right use of powm* alt 
those to whom ft is entroafeed, that they 
nay consider tfaemsebea as thy niinii«lers 
for good to their fellow-creatures. Favcror 
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this and all nations with the great blessing 
of civil government, conducted upon the 
principles of liberty and justice; and 
whilst princes everywhere rule in thy fear, 
may, those whose duty it is to submit and 
obey, do so for conscience sake. 

Communicate to the drooping spirits of 
thy afflicted servants that relief and com- 
fort \¥hich may be a source of the sweetest 
inward joy. Amidst the troubles and sor* 
Yows of thi« world, point their Views to 4 
hHppier ohe to come, and give thein wis* 
ddn to cohvert them into the meanii of 
'securing everlasting peace. 

Now unto Thee, the infinite and ietemal 
Father! the sole object of divine adora^ 
tion, be glory, praise, dominioti and powei^ 
thanksgiving and blessing, f<Hrever-~:A«ciH 
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ADDRESSES 

d^or ^VLoxningp ant £bettiitj|0« 



FIRST ADDRESS. 

SUNDAY MORKING. 

O Gracious God ! most thankfully is thy 
goodness to be acknowledged, for setting; 
apart one day in seven for the sacred e:s^* 
ercises of religion, and affording thy crea* 
tures an opportunity of worshipping and 
serving Thee in the company of each other. 
£nable me to advance in the knowledge^ 
love, and practice of true religion in such 
manner as to render the day a comfort 
and blessing to me for the present, and 
fit me to enjoy a season of eternal rest and 

bliss in thy courts above. 

• * -^ , 

SECOND ADDRESS. 

SUNDAY SYEMING* 

I BtESS Thee, O Lord I for the oppor- 
tunity which I have this day enjoyed for 
renewmg the religious impressions which 



^^ronghljhy mercy had farien Already made 

^1:1 poD my mind. Most earnmtly would I 

l>6seecb Thee to bless to my present and 

et^ernal benefit the devotiionii in which I 

li a ve taken a part. May I cherish a dcfep 

atiici lasting tiense of the obligations I am 

under^ to conforin myself in heart and 

practice to the gospel of Jesms Christ, and 

±a act at fill times and under all circum*- 

stance with a view tO; thy favour aad ac«^ 

ceptanc^^ that having served Thee faith* 

fiilly here> I may be ba^py with The^ 

for ever. 

THtftD ADDRESS. 

fob 111674 DA Ty OR ANY OTHER MORNING. 

A3 Thou ;ba9tit> mercy bifOught me ta 
the light aqd.beginQing of another day^ I 
^ould thankfuUy acknowledge thy good«- 
me^s and implore those, blessingii' u^^iM am 
and mitte which we have bjefor^ ei^ieri^. 
eM^« May my gratitude for the protec- 
Uoo and safety which I Mave enjoyed in 
the defenceless hours of the night, animate 
my endeavours to do that which is must 
acceptable to Thee m every part of this 
day. May 1 consider that the protrac- 
tion of my life lays me under renewed 

¥3 
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•Ibligatioiis to ' lore Tbee and to devote i 
Ibyfolf sinterely to tfay sermee. \ 

FOURTH ADDRESS^ 

yOR MONDAY, OR ANY O'^UBR RVSM^IKG. ^ 

*' By thy faTourdnd goodness I san brought 
to' the * close of aitdther d jiy, and entreat 
Tbee, O God f to accept the tribute of my 

4 

humble and devout thanks. Direct me, 
good Lord! in the right way^— confirm my 
ftiith— enlarge my hbjies-^and estabHsh me 
in the uniforiti'.^nd diligent discharge of 
every part of my duty. Let thy overruling 
providence watch over mefoi mj preserve- 
tion^ whilst the shadows of the night en- 
compass me around. JPardon what Thou 
bast observed K> ' be feulty aifid otiessiv^ in 
tiiy (Sight duriifig the day ; and upon the 
gracious termf^ of ^ncere repentance and 
resolutioritft of beitfer obedieoce, let me lie 
down in thy ^vour, prepared to awake, if 
so Th<m sho^kist ordain, in another \i>lorld^ 
in a fit state to appear b^re tbe tribunal 
ofmy j^dg^. 

JFIFTH A D DRESS. 

MORNING^ 

The continued experience of thy, pro-^ 
iecting and saving mercy increases my 
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<lebt of gratitude, and is calculated to at- 
tach me by the strongest ties to Thee and 
to thy service. Still let me,- O God I 
T>e an object of -thy favourable regards. 
Stretch forth thy arm as a protecting shield 
to guard me from, every danger, and more 
e^specially from the greatest of all evils — 
the becoming unmindful of thy love, and 
indisposed to make the best returns in my 
power. Prosper the righteous undertak- 
ings of this d^y, and let me do that an4 
that alone which : shall bring me peace at 
the last, 

SIXTH A DDRESS. 

. \ ' ^VEMINGV 

Thy bounteous , hand, still continues to 
supply all my reasonable wants and de* 
sires. Thou dealest with thy servant a.s a 
most gracious and benevoleut God» and 
addest more and more to my obligation's ta 
love, serve, and obey Thee. I humbly- 
spliqit thy watebi^ <^s^re of me dunngthe 
. hours ol' darkness ; and, with humble sub* 
mission implore thy aid, that 1 may survive 
tjQ.^ee the returning, day, and have siilL 
&rther time.9fid opportuniiy lo wQ)*k put 
i»y el^nal s$dvatioD« 
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ADDRESS. 

■OftNIHO. 

 ViEitY great and adorable is the goodness 
tvliich Thou hast manifested to me in the 
repose and refreshment which Thou hast 
mercifully granted me, O ibou God of my 
lite, and the author ot ati good ! 1 desire 
to apply with renewed diligence^ to the 
faithful di^icharge of the duties Which this 
day calls upon me to fotflU May 1 be 
contented and diligent id the situation 
Ihou hast assigned me; and habitually 
endeavoiir to be useful apri' to do good to 
as many as I am able. Thus may I ap* 
prove myself in the, siglft of Thee^ my f^od ! 
aiid secure thy fkvour and' bies^mg both 
now and for evermore,. 
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EIGHTH ADDRESS/ 

■YENING*. 

fc * • • • . - «. 

Most tnfghty and' itoet-eifol Oddf f 
wt)ui!d Very devoutly thank Thee fer thi^ 
protection from evil which I "have this day 
enjoyed — for bemg enabled to go out and 
come in without dangei" oi^ molej^tafion— 
and to perform the usual chuite of asf 



107 

station in health, peace, and safety. Ex« 
tend thy [Nreserving care to me through 
the hours of darkness and repose ; and, of 
thy . infinite goodness, if it be consistent 
Mvith theiaws of thy universal government,^ 
bring me in peace and safety to the light 
6f the ensuing d^y^ that I may continue to 
"witness the course of thy gracious provi* 
dence, and to make preparation more an4 
more for that awful time of judgment, 
when I and all must receive according t6 
what we have done in the body. 

NINTH ADDRESS. 

MOBMIMa* 

Incline thine ear,, most blessed Godf 
to the voice of grateful acknowledgment 
which I desire to express before Thee at 
this time. Thy renewed favours demand 
continued renewals of hearty and sincere 
thanks. Thou hast kept me from evil^ — ^ 
granted me comfortable and refreshing 
sleep — and ^bfongl^t me / in health and 
peace to the light and beginning of a new 
day. So order my steps, gracious Father! 
that I may walk in thy fiaith and fear 
throughout, ithe day ; that I may live as be^- 
com^'thy s^rvjaui» and prepare myself for 
thy mercy unto life and glory everlasting. 
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TENTH ADDRESS. 

KVBNJHO. 

Most worthy art , Thou, O Lord ! the 
preserver of men! of the b^t tribute of 
praise and thanlcfigiYing .which I can offer 
unto Thee^ for thy kind! and latherly ^oodr 
pess in conducting me as Thpu hast done 
through the past day, and bria^ng me to 
the close of it in security and iiieaee. Xaet 
iibt the shadows of the nig^t CQUceal any 
thing that* might interrupt my comforts, 
and obscure the {miBpecis vilAtAi hope in 
thy mercy presents tm my view. Bless me 
with refreshing sleep, and let.Qie awake in 
thy mercy. Let a deep sense of thy con- 
tinued protection engage my soul to an 
entire devotion of all its powers to thy ser- 
vice, that I may be thme in every stage of 
the present life, and thine in Ike fruition 
of heavenly joy hereafter. 

ELEVENTH AODKfiSS. 

MOBNINQ. 

O Thou gi^eat and glorious Ot*ealtor oT 
Ae world, and ot all thkm;^ m it ! Thoa 
art ttie God of my tite^ and throii^^ w^rf 
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period of mjr fMust days hast given tne con-^ 
tioiial reason to adore thy benigDity, and 
to gl<nry ia thy protecting aiMt preserring 
goodnens. Unto Thee would I now lif( 
up the voice of thanksgiTi^ for th;^ kind 
care of me through the past aigbt. Bles** 
sed be thy holy name for permitting me to 
enjoy the refresbmenl of sweet repose^ and 
raising me again to experience renewed 
proofs of thy loving-kindness and compas- 
sion. Thift day and every day may 1 live 
im Thee, and siateFely . serve Thee, that so 
wliea ihe Boodaier of my days is conqodetei 
1 may die to Thee ai|d be Imt ever thine. 

TWELFTH ADDRESS. 

. SV^NXNO.. 

• ' t • # * 

GfiSAT Parent of the wniverscf, and lovcf 
of mankind ! accept the offering of my hum* 
ble and devout thanks, for thy goodness to 
me thMiiigh ittie past day. Thou hast pre* 
served kne amidst many dan^rs, and con- 
tinued to trie th6 riches of thy grace. The 
per^ooal and social mercies which I have 
expmeoiced at thy hands, still remain with 
me to gladden my coarse, and to confirm 
my trust in thy benevoleu4;;e and love. Let 
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toe be a partaker of thy protecting mercy 
in the defenceless hourd of darknessi Pre« 
serve me tron every evil by night < and by 
day ; and be Thon my guide and gnardiam 
through every stage of existence in this 
life^ and for ever. 

THIRTEENTH ADDRESS. 

MORNING. 

To Thee, O Thou .ev^rJiving fbuntaiii 
of good ! I desire now to offier up my 
morning sacrifice of adoration, praise and 
gratitude ; and m ay my offering come 
before Thee vrith acceptance, and find 
favour in thy sight. * Most justly art Thou 
entitled to my devoutest thanks for the 
peaceful repose which I have experienced 
in the past night, and for bringing me to 
the light of a new day in the present cir- 
cumstances of health and comfort. To 
thy guardianship, direction, and blesfsoi^ 
I humbly commit myself in every part of 
this day. Let me contiuue to experience 
thy grace and mercy that 1 may rejoice in 
Thee evefmore, and contiDually proceed 
in that way which will finally lead me to 
heaven and to thyself. 
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FOURTEENTH ADDRESS. 

■TENING. 

Devoutly thankful to Thee, O God f 
for the preservation of thy good providence 
throughout the day that is now closed, I 
M^ould humbly commend myself and iall 
that belong to me to thy divine protection 
for this night. Keep us from all evil and 
danger, and from fear and dread of any« 
May our sleep be comfortable and refresh- 
ing, enabling us to proceed in the journey 
of life with alacrity and pleasure, and to 
continue our efforts to be useful in the 
world, and }o promote thy glory. Dispose 
us to work the works of Thee, our God I 
patiently doing and bearing thy whole wiU^ 
that our evening of life may be calm and 
serene, and that we may be able to retire 
from the world with satisfaction, and to 
close our eyes upon it with resignation, 
composure, and peace. 

FIFTEENTH ADDRESS. 

MORNING. 

Blessed be thy kinAprovidenct^ O God f 
that Thou hast preserved me from tlie evils 
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that walk in darkness, and hast restored 
my wearied powers to strength and vigour. 
Continue, I earnestly beseech Thee, thy 
loving-kindness and compassion to me, 
and let me be influenced by a sense of thy 
great goodness to make every return in my 
power for it Preserve me from yielding 
to any temptation to forget Thee, that may 
occur this day. By patient continuance 
in well-doing may I convert every day into 
a means of qualifying myself more and 
more for thy mercy and favour unto ever- 
lasting life. 

SIXTEENTH ADDRESS. 

EVENING. 

Almighty God, who art the Father of 
mercies and the re warder of all such as 
diligently seek Thee ! it is the humble de- 
sire of my soul to be thankful for the mer- 
cies of the past day, and for every blessing 
which Thou still perraittest me to enjoy. 
Be with me, O Lord ! through this night. 
May 1 lie down under thy protection, and 
may my sleep be sweet and refreshing — • 
fittinjiC and qualifying me for the right dis- 
cbarge of ihe duties and engagements of 
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^O'-morrow ; or if it shall seem good to 
Thee to cut short the term of my mortal 
existence before the sun returns, may I 
a. wake to a happy everlasting day ; and 
"vrith him who is my life, may I appear in 
glory, and live for ever with him in joy 
and felicity. 
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ADDRESSES, 



JUrrjSD TO OCCASIONALLY RECURRING CrRCUM' 
STANCES OF JOY OR SORROW. 



FIRST ADDRESS. 

MORNING* 

AJttr a night of trouble from any causes, 

Eternal and all-wse God! wha 
knowest by i^bat means best to exercise 
the faith and patience of thy creatures, I 
M^ouldy with all humility, adore Thee both 
nvhen Thou givest and when Thou takest 
away — when Thou makest me happy and 
when Thou seemest to withdraw thy 
favour. Grant that misfortunes may soften 
my heart, and render me more and more 
sensible of my constant dependence upon ^ 
Thee. If thy afflicting hand should still 
be upon me or mine, give me fortitude 
and resignation to bear it as I ought to 
do, and to grow wiser and better by thy 
corrections. 
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SECOND ADDRESS^ 

EVENING. 

When dUtremng circunutances have occurred. 

Father Almighty ! who disposest of 
thy creatures as seenieth good unto Thee; 
Ti^'hough Thou hast caused me to drink of 
the cup of affliction, yet will I put my trust 
jn Thee. O let me see thy mercy shining 
through the cloud that overhangs me, and 
convert ray sufferings into means of spirit 
tual improvement, that I may be the more 
humble and not the less attached to Thee, 
or less devoted to thy service. In health 
and in sickness, in success and adversity, 
in joy and tribulation may ray soul repose 
its whole trust and confidence on thy loving- 
kindness and compassion. May the as- 
surance that Thou art the Father of thy 
creatures dispel every uneasy apprehen* 
sion, and fix my affections upon heave©: 
and heavenly things.. 

THIRD ADDRESSv 

In continued sickness^ , 

O Lord, holy Father I who hast taught 
me that afflictions arise not out of the dust^ 

a3 
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bat are ordained by Thee and are subject to 
thy disposal. I would cherish the humble 
hope that in wisdom and of very faithfulness 
Thou hast brought trouble upon me^ 1 would 
DOt dare complain, knowing that all thy judg- 
ment are right, and that I have the best 
reason to believe that thy severest visitations 
are no other than blessings in disguise. 
Grant me then, gracious God ! patience to 
bear what Thou layest upon me^. and give 
me grace U> improve the weakness of my 
body to the strengthening oS my soul^ and 
to wvy greater preparedness for the awful 
change which every son and- daughter of 
the dust must sooner or }ater undergo. In- 
meek subm illusion to thy holy will^ I would 
i mplore a prolongation of my days on earth 
that I may be more useful to my fellow-crea- 
tures^ and lay up more abundant treasures 
for beaven and eternity ; but whether it be 
for life or death, I pray Thee to do what ia 
thy unbounded wisdom Thou seest to be for 
the bi^t. Fit me for whatever Thou shalt 
please to do with me ; prepare me for my 
departure if Thou takcst me hence : and, 
after I have appeared before the appointed 
jud^e, may my allotment be life and glory 
«verkstiDg. 



V. 
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FOURTH ADDRESi^. 

Before 9j&umey. 

I HUMBLY desire^ O Lord ! to commend 
myself to the protection of thy kind and 
merciful providence, amidst the hazards and 
dangers of the Journey which 1 aiti about to 
undertake. May I keep in mind that where- 
ever I am Thou art always with me, and that 
no situation or circumstances in which I am 
placed can release me from the obligations 
under which I am to worship^ serve^ and 
obey Thee. May I feel my heart enlarged 
and expanded by seeing more of thy glorious 
works ; and the more I become acquainted 
with my fellow-creatureSj the more may I 
divest myself of all narrow and confined 
views, and cherish a temper of universal 
charity and love. I beseech Thee to bring^ 
me back in peace and safety^ and to grant 
me the felicity of continuing for ever devoted 
to Thee and to thy service. 

FIFTH ADDRESS. 

On the loss of a friend or neighbour* 

Grant me grace^ holy Father f to pay 
due attention to the voice of thy providence 
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in (he varioas instances of mortality whidi 
take place around me. May they teach me td 
think aright of the uncertainty of my own 
life, and to apply my heart unto true chris- 
tian wisdom. Let me learn how precious a 
talent my time is, and how fearful the con- 
sequences may be expecteil to be if I wan- 
tonly abuse it^ or through carelessness and 
inattention suffer it to pass unimproved. 
Dispose me to adopt the best means of con« 
vexing consolation to the mind in distress, 
and to rejoice in eyery opportunity of com- 
forting the afflicted^ and soothin«: the pang 
which rends tlie hosom of the desolate and 
bereayed. Enable me to bear the Fosses 
which press most upon myself with becom- 
ing fortitude and patience, and to succeed 
in persuading others to act the same part^ 
that thus the afflictions of life may be turned 
to the best account, and the instructions 
Thou intendest to conyey by them, being 
meekly received, may be duly improved. 

SIXTH ADDRESS. 

For children or yout%. 

With: warm nut humble solicitude for the 
welfare of all who are in early life, 1 most 
earnestly beitcech Thee to direct their heaits^ 
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to tlie love and pursuit of every thinjo; whicti 
18 in thy 8i,4bt amiable and praiseworthy. 
Impress upon their tender minds a deep and 
just reverence of Thee, the great author of 
their being. Incline them to walk in iht 
path of duty with increasing delight. Bless 
the endeavours of their parents and instruc- 
tors in the care and education of them^ and 
enable them to witness the happy fruits of 
their labours in the pious gratitude and 
dutiful obedience of those whom they have 
taught, that they may rejoice with eacb 
other and be happy with Thee for ever. 

SEVENTH ADDRESS. 

In case of accidents. 

Eternal Father I who permittest thy 
preatures occasionally to suffer from the 
operation of those laws by which Thou 
governest the worlds teach us to acquiesce 
with the most unfeigned submission in thi^ 
thy appointment as wise and right. We 
thank Thee most heartily that the misfortune 
which we now depl^lb was not immediately 
fatal. Assuage the pain which thy afflicted 
servant undergoes^ and prevent the further, 
dangers which are not to be foreseen. Give 
success to the means resorted to by humaa 
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Akill, to effect a complete recovery ; and lei 
the sufferer acquire, by the exercise of aB 
passive virtues^ that improvement in mind 
which may be more than equal to the injury 
he has sustained in his bodily frame. 

EIGHTH ADDRESS. 

Under Mvere dUappotmlmeniSm 

AtMiCHTY Creator! who alone knowest 
^hat is best suited to the condition and cir« 
cumstances of thy creatures in all cases^ I 
desire to bow with the most humble rever- 
ence to what Thou hast appointed to befall 
me. Let the present experience of the ineffi* 
cacy of my own endeavours teach me a use- 
ful lesson of humility and distrust of my own 
powers. May I never engajs^e in any under- 
taking that I dare not beg of Thee to prosper, 
nor proceed in it without devoutly entreat- 
ing thy blessing to bring it to its desired issue. 
Teach me to understand in what manner dis- 
appointments may be made instrumental to 
correct and reform in men what Thoa 
^eest to be wrong in tfieir temper and con- 
duct ; and O ! grant that I may so profit by 
the ill success of my attempts in the instance 
that now afflicts me, that I may be morel 
cautious and circumspect for the time to 
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OOftie. Let me never forget that success ii 
not to be insured even by the most judicious 
exertions ; and thai it is my duty to trust 
unreservedly in Thee, and to prepare 
myself for the worst Thou mayest permit 
to t>yertake me, 

NINTH ADDRESS. 

' On recovery from sieknes9* 

O Thou merciful preserver of thy crea^* 

tures ! who canst remove the most alarming' 

diseases^ and save from the power of death ! 

I would most devoutly bless thy goodness 

for my recovery from the illoess which Thou 

didst permit me to fall into. Impress upon 

me a deep and lasting sense of this instance 

of thy mercy^ and incline me to improve as 

I ought to dp the health which Thou hast 

again enabled me enjoy. Endow me with 

wisdom to profit by the affliction which I 

have undergone, that I may know and feel 

in whose hands I am, and become better 

fitted to sustain the infirmities, pains, and 

sorrows which Thou mayest at any future 

time lay upon me. May I have prudence to 

guard against those liberties which are inju« 

rious to my health, and to live in such a 

temperate use of the good things Thou art 
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ffteaaed to grant me^ that I may not have 
to reproach myself as long te I exists and 
that when death approaches I may possess 
the delightful consciousness of not having 
hastened it by any forbidden indulgence^ or 
unwarranted gratification. 

TENTH ADDRESS. 

On a safe tktd happy fttitmfram a journey, 

O God, holy Father ! Thmt knowest that 
in the midst #f Ufe, and in Ae fuN enjoy- 
ment of its ccmaforl^y 1 am in perpetual dan- 
^r of bringing evil upon myself, and> be« 
OMfiing tisie victim of dkiease smd calamity. 
Teaeb me to be moFe eapecially upon my 
guard wbe» 1 pass at any lime througb a 
greater variety than ui^ual of circarostances 
and situat^ofis. Very great cause hast 
Thou given me to be thankfbl for the 
escapes which I have experienced during 
my journey, and the happy slate in which 
1 have reliHrned to my borne again. I 
would joyfully add thie to the numerous 
instances o# thy loving-kindiiess and com« 
{Mission which Thou hast manifested to- 
wards me ; and 1 humbly pray that my gra- 
titude may display itself in a couetanl siHidy 
to do that which i« holy and acceptable iai 
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thy sight, agreeably to the gospel of Jesus 
Christ my Lord aad Saviour. 

ELEVENTH ADDRESS. 

On a new yeor. 

Most holy and mercifal Father I I be- 
seech Thee to accept my humble and un- 
feigned Thaoks for brioging me to the be« 
^nning of this new period of time in the 
circumstances and situation in which I 
now am» Adored be thy goodness for the 
many mercies which the past year hath 
witnessed, both in respect to my personal 
comforts and social enjoyments — my tem- 
poral prosperity and spiritual privileges — • 
the bounties of thy kind overruling provi- 
dence, and the riches of thy grace and love 
in Christ Jesus. 

Grant, O God ! that all thy goodness 
and mercy may be sanctified to me, and 
produce their proper fruits in my future 
conduct. May I live under a lively sense 
of my obligations to Thee as the author 
and giver of every good, and more especi- 
ally as the prolonger of my life. Forgive 
me the faults and follies, the sins and trans- 
gressions which I penitently lament. May 
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mj g^titude for the time already granted 
lead me to improve that which is to come ; 
and the longer I live, may I become the 
more earnest to rise to the attainment of 
true virtue, and to answer all the ends and 
purposes of my earthly existence. 

TWELFTH ADDRESS. 

On a hirth-day. 

As Thou hast been pleased, gracious 
God I to add another year to my life> I 
desire to enter upon the one before me 
with the most cordial gratitude for tby 
continued goodness, and for the numerous 
proofs Thou hast afforded me of thy 
loving-kindness and favour. Open my 
eyes to see wherein I have come short of 
the excellence to which Thou requires! me 
to advance, and aid my resolutions to act 
in a wiser manner for the time to come. 

Give rae wisdom to reflect how short the 
term of human life is, and u|)on what, an 
uncertain tenure I hold my present exis- 
tence, ind all the comforts w'hich conduce 
to render that existence a blessing. Dis- 
pose me to make it my first object to live 
to Thee and in dutiful obedience to thy 
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holy laws, to be useful to my fellow-crea- 
tures, and to prepare for that time when 
the most impartial judgment will be passed 
upon me at the bar of eternal justice, and 
I shall receive according to what I haVe 
done in the body. 
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HYMNS 



TO BE RECITBD OR SUXG (ONE OR MORS) BEFORE 
OR AFTER THE UBR OF THE PRATERS. 



HYMN I. 

Tkt g—imtu mmd proMmee ^ (Sod. 

^ I BLESS the Lord! the good! the just! 
The object of my Imith and trast. 
Who poon hit biessings fnm the skies» 
And crowns my days with rich sappUes. 

2 Tu to his carp I owe my breathy 
And all my near escapes from death ; 
Safety and health to God belong. 
He heals the sick and guards the strong. 

% He makes the jost and onjost prove 
Hie common blessing of his love: 
Bot a wide diff'roice still remains 
In inward joy and ontward pains. 



4 Yet small will this wide diff*rence be 
To that which future worlds shall see. 
When the great Judge ascends his throne. 
And each shall reap as each has sown. 

6 Then will the stubborn sinner find 
That God is just as well as kind. 
And, taught by dire experience, know 
That guilt must surely lead to woe. 
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^. But after God has rais'd the dead. 
And earthly joys and hopes are fled. 
The good alone m realms above 
Shall taste the blessings of his lov«. 



ii^^^^^rfi^or^^ 



HYMN II. 
Humble confidence in God» 

JL HE God that made me is my hope^ 

My help for ever near : 
His mercy keeps my spirits up^ 
In all I doubt or fear. 

2 His counseb shall conduct my feet 

Through this4ark wilderness; 
And lead me to the blissful seat 
Of peace and holiness. 

3 '^o blessings equal to his love 

I through creation 9ee : 
On earth beneath, in heaven abovcj 
There's none so good as he. 

4 nrhe man who ^r from God removes- 

Will find his comforts die : 
Not all the vanities he loves 
Can peace or iiope supply. 

& But to draw near to Heav'n's King.. 
Will prove my best employ ;. 
Ill life, the sweetest joy will biing^r* 
In. death, my only joy.. 



V 
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HYMN III. 
T%e greatnem of Gei. 

OtREAT is the Lord, his pow'r imknowiiy 

And let his praise he great ; 
rii siDg the honours of his throne, 
works of grace repeat. 



S His praise shall dwell upon my tongue^ 
And, while my lips rejoice^ 
Let those who hear my sacred song 
Unite their cheerful Toice. 

3 Fathers to sons should teach his name» 

And children leain his ways ; 

Ages to come hb tnith proctaitt^ 

And loudly sound his praise* 

4 His kingdom shall for ever stand. 

Though earth itself remove ; 
All things are govem'd by his haadj 
And all his acts are love. 

HYMN It. 

A thanksgivi^ hjfmn* 

\J C01\l£, let us sing to the Lord a new song^ 
And praise Him to whom all praises belong : 
While we think of his works with gladness and Joy, 
Let a psalm of thanksgiving our praises employ. 
O come, to his name let us joyfully sing. 
For the Lord is a great and omnipotent King ; 
All things that we see by his fiat w^ere made, 
. And of thiti mighty world the foundations he laid. 
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2 He plac'd in the centre yon beantifuf suOt. 

And the orbs which around iit due distances iutt. 
To receive>a»they baste theirva^trounds tocomplete^ 
Of a lustre so dazzling the light and the heat. 
What language of man can the brightness uufold 
Of him whose perfections can never be told 1 
What a light is hu light! of his infinite day 
The sun in its sphere can paint but a ray 1 

3 When the sun in the evening is out of our sight. 
And the moon is en1ighten*d to govern the nighty 
His existence we mark in that high splendid roof. 
Where the stars in their order shine forth in its proof: 
While the works so immense of his fingers we tee^ 
And think of ourselves, alas! what are we] 

Yet whilst 'tis our glory his name to adore, 
£'en spirits celestial can't boast any more t 

SECOND PART. 

1 PRAISE the Lord upon earth, ye nations and lands ! 
Ye seasons and times that fulfil his commands ! 
Since his works in all places his gooclness proclaim. 
Let the people who see them give thanks to his name: 
For the good that he wills to communicate brings 
Into visible lorms Us invisible things; 

Their appearance may change as his laws shall ordain,, 
But the goodness that forms them shall ever remain* 

2 What a world of good things does all nature produce I 
Which the Lord in his mercy hath made for our use ; 
The earth, by his blessing bestow'd on its soil 

By his rain and his sun, yields us corn, wine, and oil: 
Let men to adore him then thankfully join. 
When fed with his corn, or retjfesh'd by his wine; 
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As in wealth, so in gratitude let them abound. 
And the voice of his praise be heard all the world round. 

3 They that o'er the wide ocean their business pursue 
Can tell to his woadf^rs what praises are due; 
^'hen, toss'd to and fro by the huge swelling wave. 
They rise towards the clouHs,or sink down to the grave: 
Dismay *d at the tempest, which mocks all their skill. 
They cry to the Lord, and he maketh it still : 

His works in remembrance,, ye mariners, keep ! 

And praise him whose j udgmentsare like the great deep. 

4 He hushes the waves of the boisterous main. 
And the tumults of men, which are equally vain. 
The goodness of God let the people confess, 

' Whom wars do not waste, nor proud tyrants oppress; 
And devoutly contemplate hh wonderful ways, 
^ ho turneth the fierceness of men to his praise, — 
Their lands in due season shall yield their increase. 
And the Lord give his people the blessings of peace. 

THrRD PART.. 

1 OUR maker is high far above all our thought. 
How then shall we praise him as well as' we ought ? 
What tongue can express, what words can show fortbv 
The praise that is due to his manifold worth 1 

¥e righteous, and ail that in. virtue excel ! 
Begin the glad work that becomes you so well ; 
In him and his works devoutly rejoice. 
And exert in his praise the full force of your voice; 

2 The Lord bath his dwelling far out of our view,, 
. Yet humbleth himself to behold what we do ; 

To his works all around him his mercies extend,. 
His works have uojoumber, — id» mercies no eiUl.. 
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He ficceptefh the thanks which in spirit we pay, 
Tho' we ne'er can enrich him by all we can say ; 
How just is the duty, how pure the delight I 
By hearty thanksgiving to honour him right. 

3 Unite in his praise all ye pow'rs of my mind I 

Praise the Lord who hath been lo exceedingly kind ; 
He spareth my life, forgiveth my sin. 
And pointeth the way I ought to walk in. 
l¥hen I speak, let me thank him. Whenever I write. 
The remembrance of him let the subject excite ; 
Id ay he guide to his glory my tongue and my pen. 
And make ev'ry thing praise bim, Amen^ and Amen, 
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HYMN V. 
Ali creatures called aipott to praite Gaim 

JlTS vocal powers let ev'ry creature raise. 
To sing with joy its mighty maker's praise : 
Ye iofty heav'ns begin the solemn sound. 
And let it spread the wide creation round* 

2 Ye angel hosts who, aear his dazzling seat. 
Wrapt in perpetual transports humbly wait ! 
You best must know the glories of your Kiiig,^ 
In bweetest, softest strain his wonders sing* 

S Praise him, thou sun, great ruler of the day I 
Before whose splendour thine must fade away ; 
To him the honours, paid to thee, restore. 
And teach mankind their maker to adore* 

4 Ye moon and stars, who with more feeble light 
Break through the shades, and gild the gloomy night t 
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' Far as you can diifiise your languid ray». 
Tell his great name, and celebrate his praise. 

6 Fair light I the first of all created things f 
From whom all bliss and beauty springs. 
Help the blind world to see their maker shiae 
With light essential fairer far than thine, 

i Ye splendid spheres that ever tuneful move ! 
Drawn to your centres by magnetic Iove» 
Convey his name through all the vast expanse^ 
Where to the music of his voice you dance. 

SECOND PAS<r^ 

1 LET gentle winds with balmy breath proclaim 
Fair nature's God, and spread his glorious name 
Let awful thunders rolling in the air. 

And storms and tempests loud his praise declare* 

2 Let mists, and clouds, and meteors all conspire 
In this blest work» and help to swell the choir ; 
While foaming billows to his honour roar. 

And seas resound his name from shore to shore* 

8 Ye fertile plains, display your gayest pride ; — 
Ye valleys, to his glory low subside : 
And at his call, ye mountains, stately rise. 
And bear his praises to the neighb'ring' skiea. 

4 Ye trees of ev'ry kind, ye fruitful vines. 
Ye spreading oaks, and tall aspiring pines. 
Or bend your heads, or let your juices flow. 
To honour him at whose command you grow« 

5 To him let ev'ry beast his tribute pay, — 
The grazing^ flocks^ and lions o'er their prey i 
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T# celebrate his boupty and his powV, 
Bleat all ye lambs, and all ye lions roar. 

6 Ye birds, who through the airy regions wing ! 
Nature's musicians ! you his praise must sing : 
Ye flies and worms I your various skill display. 
Sing though you can't, this homage you may pay. 

THIBD PART. 

1 WHILE nature's all in joy, shall man remain 
And, silent, have his pow'r to sing in vain t 
O no! let ev'ry rank, and sex, and age 
With all their might in this blest work engage. 

2 Ye king9 and potentates, ye gods on earth ! 
And ev'ry man of meaner rank and birth ! 
Submit yourselves to his unrivall'd sway. 
Whom 'tis your highest honour to obey. 

3 Let age, though feeble, celebrate his praise. 
And youth unite its more impassioned lays ; 
O ! let his love each aged heart inflame, 
Aad infants learn to lisp his wond'rous name. 

4 But, above all, ye good ! your breath employ 

To sound his praise abroad, and tell the world your joy. 
You, the blest objects of his love and choice. 
His glory sing with well ton'd heart and voice. 

6 Loud as his thunders let the noble sound 

From heaVn to earth, from world to world rebound; 
Let art and nature in the song conspire, 
And the whole earth become one joyful choir* 
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HYMN VI. 

Admiration of the uforlu of God. 

Kj may Jehovah dei^ to aid 

A feeble mortars lays; 
Are not his wood'rotts works dispby'd, 
glorious luune to praise 1 



S ThroQghoat the year his beauties shine. 
His presence we may trace ; 
And view each day in beams divine 
The radiance of his fiu^e. 



3 Extended wide from pole to pole 

Are all the works of God ; 
While seasons change and planets roll 
Obsequious to his nod. 

4 When orient mom unfolds each flower. 

His charms iu them we view ; 
And own his kind, his genial pow'r 
In eve's refreshing dew. 

4 To speak his praise and show his might 
All things in nature join ; 
The air and earth aud seas unite 
To prove him all divine. 
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HYMN VII. 



Resigmsiion and oatUentment. 

Xn ev'ry creature I behold his pow^r. 
In each event God's promises adore ; 
His promises shall cheer my drooping sou!. 
His precepts guide me, and his love controul. 
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2 If friendly in the vale of tears I stray, 

'When briars wound and thorns perplex my way^ 
His goodness let me erer keep in mind, 
Aiill with str6ng confidence believe him kind. 

3 tAnd when at Idst I quit this transient scene^ 

O may I leave it with a heart serefre ; 
My ardent hopied most firtoly ^x on high. 
And pray in him tt> ^hoia I've liv'd t6 iik. 
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HYMN VHL 

Purposes of praise and oiedienee* 

\jOME, sacred muse! descend and sing 
The praises of your heav'nly king ; 
And aid us to unite with thee 
In strains of holy harmony. 

2 With ardent minds, and sotils sincere, 
lleplete with reverential' fear. 

Our voices high to heav'n we'll raise. 
And dwell with rapture on hisr praise. 

3 He reigns almighty and supreme^ 
Ready to pardon and redeem ; 

His mercy is f wards thos^ who shbw 
True signs* of penitential woe* 

4 Our hearts- and all our potv'rs within 
We'll strive to purify from sin ; 
And thus with humble zeal prepare 
In everlasting bliss to share. . 
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HYMN IX. 

Thankful aeknpmhdgmenU. 
T wannest thanks to God are dae» 



For all his fa^urs old and new ; 

In constant streams, his bounty flows. 

Nor end nor intermission knows. 

2 His kindness consolation gives, - 
My num'roas wants his hand relieves; 
Impossible I should be poor 

Who live on his exhaustless store. 

3 Whene'er mv wishes he denies. 
It is because lie's good and wise ; 
Afflictions under which I mourn 

He can— he does— to blessings turn. 

4 Let all his mercies be imprest 
Most deeply on my grateful breast. 
That I may never more forget 
The whole or any single debt. 
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HYMN X. 



Religion admired end eommendedl 

Soft are the fruitful show'rs that brin{» 
The welcome promise of the springs 

And soft the vernal gale r 
Sweet the wild warbling of the grove-. 
The voice of nature and of love^ 

That gladdens evVy vale. 
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2 But softer in the mourner's ear 
Sounds the mild voice of mercy iiear« 

That Mrhispers sin» forgiv'n ; 
And sweeter far the music swells. 
When to the raptur'd soul she tells 

Of peace and promis*d heav'n. 

'3 Fair are the flowers that deck the ground ; 
And groves and gardens bkK>ming round 

Unnumber'd charms unfold : 
Bright 18 the sun's meridian ray. 
And bright the beams of setting day. 

That robe the clouds in gold. 

A But far more fair the pious breast^ 
In richer robes of goodness drest. 

Where heav'n's own graced shine ; 
And brighter far the ptospects rise. 
That burst on faith's, delighted eyes. 

From glories all divine. 

HYMN XL 

The value of the sacred writings, 

XN God's reveal'd and holy word 
What perfect wisdom shines I 

For ever be his name ador'd 
For these celestial lines. 

2 Here may the wretched sons of want 
Exhaustless riches find ; 
niches, above what earth can grant. 
And lasting as the mind.. 



8 Here the iair tree of knowMge grD#s> 
And yields a firee repiM; 
Sublimer sweets thoA tfafu^e kaoiW§ 
Invite the longing taste. 

4 Here the Redeemer's welcome voicef 
Spreads joy and peace around ; 
And life and everkrstiiig joyV 
Attend the BHs^l sotnud. 

6 O may these heav'nly pages be 
My ever dear delight ; 
And still new beauties may I see. 
And still increasing light. 
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Christ the light of the world* 

jyiORTALS salute the prince of peace» 
The chosen servatift of the Lorrf; 

He comes the prisoners to release . 
By his enlightening heav'nly word. 

2 He comes commi^sio^d' frbnl^ afbovtel^ 

The advo<^ate of ri^eonstiess ;- 
Meekness and patience, Ifruth arid loV&, 
Conspire to form his prhafcely dress^ 

3 Th' enlight'nin^ spirit of the Lord, 

On holy men aforetime s)Ved, 
On this great pibphet's richfly ponr'd;. 
And rests upon his sacr^ Ikcffirf*. 
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4 Che<!r'd bv his bf ams, our souls to God 
Shall ruu unweariedly the way ; 
The path which he has mark'd and trod 
Will lead us to eternal day. 

HYMN Xlir. 
The promised land. 

f AR from these narrow scenes of nig^t^ 

Unbounded glories rise, — 
And realms of infinite delight. 

Unknown to mortal eyes. 

2 Fair' distant land ! could mortal eyes 

But half thy charms explore, 

How would our spirits long to rise 

And dwell on earth no more. 

3 There pain and sickness never come. 

And grief no more complains ; 
Health triumphs in immortal bloom. 
And endless pleasure reigns. 

4 No cloud those blissful regions know. 

For ever bright and fair ; 
And no one source of mortal woe 
Can ever enter there. 

6 O may the heavenly prospect fire 
Our hearts with ardent love. 
Till wings of faith and strong desire 
Bear ev'ry thought above. 



THE END. 



^i 



^^mmmmmmm 




